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The Weird Adventures of a Ventriloquist, Hypnotist, and Metamorphosist, 
5 : | a 
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i BY “OLD SLEUTH.” ; 
NF . ! 

v CHAPTER I. ‘Oh, sir, it is all right!” ta 

“* Waar struck us?’”’ “* But where is the medicine?” j 

Three young fellows were clambering out of the mud, and as ‘. I dropped it, sir.”” ; 
they gathered and gazed into one another's faces, one of them ; ,, ‘That won’t work! I’m sorry, but I must take you to the sta- ae) 
- asked the question with which we open our narrative. ; tion-house. / 

Jt was midnight. A young lady had been walking along the At this moment the young man who had previously run to the — (ae 


street, three young fellows espied her, and seeing a lady abroad at | gitl’s rescue stepped forward, and said: 
__ such an hour, concluded she was a fit subject for sport. They set |. Officer, the young lady told you the truth.,”’ 


up a yell and started for her, and one of them actually leaped Gpon | , { What do you know about it?” 7 S 
her shoulders; but as he landed upon his feet, having actually ‘‘ T'saw her come out of the drug store.’’ an 
leaped over her head, he received a rap that sent him spinning I reckon you are her confederate. You two have been up to Re 

around, until he landed in the mud, and the next instant his two | Something. I'll arrest you both.”’ a 

_ yelling companions were suddenly silenced, as they, too, went You can arrest me-if you want to. But do not arrest the girl; i) 
whirling round and round, and finally also landed in the mud. she has told you the trath.”” ; re 

A young man had been a Witness of their devilfry. He had Oh, yes; I see she has. i 

observed previously what the young fellows had not seen. the | The officer seized the young man by the arm. The latter offered — i 


irl had come from a drugstore. An errand of necessity | 10 resistance; but when the policeman also seized the girl, he pro- 


young | 
was evidently what had called her into the street at such aa hour, | tested; and said: § 
She was hastening home, when a freak of the young fellows led ’ Let the girl go!” 

them to assail her, and it was this young man who had rushed for- | / ‘. No, I won't let either one of you go; I'll take you both in.” 

ward with the stealth and quickness of an Indian. He dealt the ‘, Don’t make a fool of yourself!” f 
young men the raps that sent them rolling into the mud, and then ‘; Oh, it’s you who tells me not to make a fool of myself?"’ ; 
started after the maiden, who, wild with terror, was fleeing away. Yes, I tell you. So let the girl go free; she told you the truth. Ve 


Alas! her flight got her into additional trouble. A policeman saw Take me in, if you want to; that’s all right; but she’s innocent,”” 
_ «her running, intercepted her, and demanded to know why she was And you're innocent also, I suppose? 
‘on the street and what she had been doing. 

The girl was too terrified to answer at first. The officer had 
halted her right under a street-lamp. He saw blood on her dress; 
he was a new man, a big, powerful fellow, and naturally anxious 

: to distinguish himself. The sight of the blood-stains led him to 
believe he had fallen to a big case. He seized the girl, and again 


““Tam not saying anything about myself.” ; 

The officer attempted to drag them both along, and the young 
man again protested. 

‘* See here,’’ he said, ‘‘ you’re wrong.’’ 

‘* That’s all right; you'll both go along with me!”’ 
' The next instant there came a heavy bim! bim! and the officer 
took a header for the sidewalk; and the young man said to the girl, 

















demanded. y 
% 9” quickly: 5 
i ms eens onal eat a Now’s your chance—go!”’ / 
, Plone ee he ee eens the drug store.”’ Alas! the poor girl could not avail herself of her chance. She 
eae * had become weak from terror and excitement. She stood motion- i 


At this moment, the young man who had downed her three 


ants approached. He came to a halt a short distance away. | less, like one dazed, 
i 


In the meantime, the officer had regained his feet. He had 
drawn his club, He was a big fellow. He made a rush like a mad 
bull; but the young man was too quick and powerful for him, He 
dodged a blow aimed at him, and dealt the officer a second stroke 


‘He could overhear every word that passed between the girl and the 


” You have been to the drug store, eh?” 


ve ” wv 
Wis if fe | of such terrific force that when the nan fell to the ground le lay 
ae ores “ there momentarily stunned, . 
e MMeTICINe, ot +e Come x ith me ” said the young man: and he wets f as 
” Where did you get that blood on your dress?” hs Se Ww , y ain; sized the girl by 
he girl turned deathly pale. and did not answer. n. 
here's the bottle of medicine?” | 
(1 heditated a moment, and then gaid: Orr A Pe Ir. 
4 it, wir." : 
Wh , y ant’ Jow SAMBON Was # remarkable young man, He was Sm by 
did you get that biood on your dress? Smmson by 
t ir no be - 0 } name, and a Samson ju physical strength; and besides, he possessed 
1 will 1 . Ai'do smy duty. 1 ata sorry, mies; tt it | other very remarkable qualities. He had been raised on a tarm, 
aa. D ‘ and his parents were very remarkable people, Oise father had 


as a 






been a famous 


cet O CCL OA A A 





circus-rider, and his mother was the daughter of a 
magician. Both had been professionals, and later in life had 
retired from the show business and had settled down on a farm, 
Our hero’s mother was a linguist, and she had instructed her son 
in several languages. She had also early commenced teaching him 
magical tricks which she had learned while acting as assistant to 
her father previous to her marriage. | i ; 

Thus from both sides our hero inherited the qualities which made 
him the wonderful fellow he was. His father had been a man of 

gigantic strength, and the country air had enabled Joe to become 
well grounded in sound health and bodily vigor. 

He was just eightee : p 1 

he leased the farm that had come to him by inheritance, and visited 

New York. ; ‘ 

Joe liked the city, and took up his residence there. He had 
inherited quite a sum outside of the farm, and he devoted himself 
to the study of occult sciences. He was an investigator of all man- 
ner of new fads. He went into the study of spiritualism, hypnot- 
ism, and ventriloquism, and at the. time of his introduction to our 
readers, what he did not know in the several directions indicated 
had not been discovered. He had mastered all the mysteries, and, 
in his own way, enjoyed his studies. 

He had lived in New York about two years at the time of the 

opening of our narrative, and during that time had indulged his 
freak for mingling in all sorts of societies, and always as a student 
of human nature. He consorted with notorious criminals, making 

them a study; he knocked around with actors, ring professionals, 
sporting men; and indeed there was no class of people whose idio- 

syncrasies he did not study. . 

On the night when introduced to our readers he had been attend- 
ing a sparring-match. He was fond of all athletic sports, and was 
himself a wonderful sparrer, a magnificent gymnast, an oarsman, 
and a ball-player. Indeed, there were few things in the way of 
sports and amusements in which he was not an adept. 

. He never drank liquor, was particular in his habits, constantly 


‘went through a course of physical training, and was capable of 


~ feats that would have made his fortune had he been a professional 


As stated at the close of our opening chapter, after having 

- downed the policeman a second time, he seized the girl by the arm, 
and said: . 

“ Come along with me!” 

The girl permitted herself to be led away, 

proceeded a short distance, Joe asked : 

‘“What did you do with the medicine you purchased?’ 

The girl appeared to remember, and said in a terrified tone: 

“«T dropped it.”’ 

Joe had studied her face. He was struck by its rare beauty, and 

discovered that she was not more than fifteen or sixteen years of 


’ 


and after they had 


e. 

““It was for the medicine you ventured out at such an hour?” 

ae ‘Ves! 

‘‘ Was there no one else in your family who could have gone out 
for the medicine?”’ 

66 No.”’ 

‘* What will you do?”’ 

‘*] don’t know.”’. 

«Have you the prescription?’ 
ss Y¥es.7. 

«« Who was the medicine for?” 
The girl did not answer. 

‘«« We will go back to the drug store and get the medicine.” 
‘Oh, how can we?”’ said the girl in a tone of helplessness. 


“TJ tell you I will see you to your home. You will give me the 
prescription. I will go and get the medicine and bring it to your 
house.”’ 
«‘No; I can not do that.”’ 
“What will you do?” 
“‘T don’t know.”’ 
‘‘ You have been so frightened, you are dazed.”’ 
‘¢ Yes, I have been very much frightened.” 
‘* Will you do as I say?” { 
‘*T can not.”’ 
“* Why not?” 
‘‘ No one must come to my house:”’ 
** You do not want me to go with you to your home?”’ 
** No, not’? ; 
‘Well, I will go with you and get the medicine, I will return 
with you near to your home, and then leave you.”’ 
‘‘T do not know what to do!’”’ again moaned the girl. 
‘« Is it important that you should have the medicine?’’ 
‘Yes, it is very important.’’ 
‘* 1 will go with you.” 
‘“ We may meet some one.”’ 
‘* You need not fear if we do.”’ 
‘That policeman will find us and arrest us.” 
_“ He would not have thought of arresting you if it had not been 
for the blood-stains on your dress.”’ 
. Oh, yes; I did not know the blood-stains were on my dress.”’ 
_, You must have the medicine?”’ 
Yes. But I wish nothing had happened. 
when I came out!’ 
“ We are losing time.” 
““T do not know what to do.” 
‘“ Come, I know where the store is where 
, Those men will meet us,’’ 
Reg need not fear those men or any one else; you can depend 
ae 
Ah! you are so kind; you are such a hero; you rescued me in 
time. But that policeman may meet us and arrest us both.’’ 
I will be responsible for your safety.”’ 


\ 


Oh, I was so afraid 


you got the medicine.,”’ 


Hintered according to Act of Congress, in the . iy . : A 
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Again the young man seized the girl by the arm, and led her 
back toward the store. ee it 

. Jo 


— 


CHAPTER IIL. 


New York is a great metropolitan city,/and strange oceu pure 
are presented every hour, and it is not at all an unusual incident 
for a lady and gentleman to be seen walking to and fro after mid- 
night; but there was something out of the way in the conduct o 
Joe and the girl whose name he did not know. Ye 

The latter was dressed like one who had just run out of the house — 
fora moment, and as.they walked along, they walked apart, She 
did not take his arm, and this latter fact was, under the circum- 
stances, worthy of note to an observer, as ordinarily a young lady, — 
at such an. hour, would take the arm of her escort. a 

As the two walked along, Joe said: Wes 

‘The next time, I would suggest that you procure your medicine 
in the day-time.’’ [s , 

The young man made the remark simply because, at the mo-— 
ment, he did not know what else to say. The effect of his words 
was very startling and mystifying. The girl burst into'tears. 

‘‘Mhere, excuse me!’ exclaimed Joe. ‘I didn’t mean any: 

22 


; t 
4 


‘© Oh, dear! we are so unfortunate!’ she ejaculated. 

“Tt will be all right.” ' ue 

‘No; it will never be all right.”’ < a 

The girl appeared to be in such a nervous condition, she was off ~ 
her guard, and kept giving utterance to expressions that were 
unguarded, and under the circumstances, as they will be revealed, — 
very indiscreet. id, 

They reached the store without adventure, and Joe rang the — 
night-bell. “a 

Tt was some time before the clerk appeared. om 

‘* What do you want?’’ he demanded. : 

‘“‘ What do you want?’ asked the young man of his companion. — 

It was a simple nerve powder, and the clerk said: CN 

‘‘T can open the store only in case a prescription is needed. — 
You can come in the morning and get the powder.” _. * 

“Hold on, young fellow; you must open the door. It’s the — 
law.”’ 

‘“You appear to know the law better than I do, that’s all I 
will not open the door.”’ \ “ 

“Come, come; I’ll pay you double price.”’ 

‘*Oh, you go away! You’re drunk!”’ 

The latter was a genuine conclusion on the part of the drug-clerk, — 
as the powder demanded was a powerful nerve remedy often used — 
by men who have been on a spree overnight. 

“‘T’ll give you a five-dollar bill,”’ said Joe. 

The clerk had closed the door, and did not hear the offer. 

Joe was mad. He looked up. It was a warm night, and the | 
transom over the store door was open. A minute the young man — 
considered, and then said: te 

‘‘Hang him! I'll make him give us the prescription. You 
stand here. I'll fix him!”’ . a 

The girl did not realize her companion’s purpose until she saw 
him make a sudden spring, and a moment later he had disappeared _ 
through the transom, and was in the store. 

It was a foolish deed for any one to perform. Joe had not con- 
sidered possible consequences. He had acted on the spur of the 
moment, and as he dropped in on the store-side he heard a scream, 
and ejaculating, ‘‘ Great Scott!’’ he made a spring back to regain 
the street, and a sight met his gaze that filled him with chagrin. 

The instant the young man had disappeared through the tran- 
som, a policeman leaped forward, sounded an alarm, and seized 
the girl. The latter uttered a scream, and the next instant Joe was | 
at her side, but at the same instant two other police officers 
rushed up. 

One was a sergeant, the other a roundsman. The two had been 
standing near by when the alarm-rap was sounded, and as Joe 
leaped down to the girl's side he was seized by the sergeant and 
roundsman, and what was most unfortunate, they had seen him — 
leap through the transom. a 

More complete circumstantial evidence as to an intended robbery = 
could not exist, and our hero saw at a glance that he was not only 
in a bad scrape himself, but that he had got the girl in a bad. — 
scrape, and he realized one other circumstance: he had no friends 
en York. i > 4f 

de was in a desperate “‘ hole,”” as the saying goes—in a tight 
place—and he had got the girl whom he i ‘ve j > 
Ee Ee g g he intended to serve in seri- 

Joe recognized it was a sergeant who had him id: a 

‘‘ Hold, sergeant! I can explain it all.” Mork eo , : 

** Well, what is it?’’ 


‘* This lady had a prescription; the clerk wouldn’t 
C é ;, open th 
to prepare it. I made up my mind to compel him, att setae 
transom open, I leaped through to wake him up, that’s all.” ° 
al ee bo ee laughed, and Joe realized that his t 
statement was indeed a most peculiar one its fe i 
jane improbable. ‘ aL Aen 
The officers started off with the su ; : 
8 pposed burglar, an 
began to sob, but her tears had no effect. The ofticers ptt 
von ane intended for effect. i 
Joe walked along meekly, but he did not intend to Oe 
all the time, He was meditating a grand coup, Theas veh. 
the roundsman walked on either side of him, and he sadn > Nee 
; venecent I know my story is an improbable one but I old tt 
a uth, Mek 8 go pags to the store. The drug-clerk will »s 
ve rang him up, and tried to get him sdicine 
“Oh, he will?” £2. Gite Wala neti 
F a 
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ye pat | t ip wa to-night, the same prescription; 
xi derisively, and Joe resolved to change 
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CHAPTER IY. 


was!’’ thought Joe; and the above conclusi 

his meditations. ; 7." 

se . re I tell you is ae I never saw 

< saw her trying to get the medicine, and I 
to help her. The clerk was as ugly and unaccommodat- 

That's all right, young fellow.” 

But Jet us go back and hear what the clerk has to say.”” 

The clerk can say his say ip the morning.’* 

4 pu are coing to lock us up?”’ 

I think I will.” ‘ 

‘Let the young lady go free and lock me up.” 

Again-his proposition was greeted with a laugh. Joe was nota 
midable-looking fellow, and as the two officers walked beside 

im they did not think it necessary to more than lightly lay their 

ands on hisarms. They thought they were safe enough. © Well, 

hey did not know their man, as the sequel will prove. 

A You can send an officer to the girl's house and prove her 


‘The girl overheard the remark, and exclaimed: 
No—no; I'd rather be locked up!’’ ; 
he were amazed, and their conclusions wete strength- 
ened, while Joe was taken all aback, as he recalled her reluctance 
> his going to her home; but when she expressed a preference for 
being locked up rather than have an officer go to her home to 
establish her innocence, he was mystified; but his surprise and 
ewilderment did not change his determination. | 
“The young lady is afraid to alarm her people,” he said to the 


0 


3 ee Oh, shut up!” said the officer; ‘‘ ve heard enough of your 
_ “* You don’t believe my story?’’ ; 
__ “No, I don’t believe your story.” 
_ **T have told you the truth.”’ \ 
_ “ Shut up, I say, or I'll make you!”’ 
_ “* You can’t make me shut up. I’ve a right to proclaim my in- 
nocence.”” _ , , 

The sergeant was annoyed, and gave. Joe a cuff over the ear. The 
instant he went sprawling into the street, struck by a blow 
_ Jike the kick from a mad horse, and the roundsman also received a 
blow. The man who held the girl let go his hold upon her, and 

drew his club. 
Run!” said Joe; and as he spoke he turned a somersault, and 
landed with both feet on the policeman’s chest. 
_ The man went down, and Joe followed him up and tore his club 
_ from his . The other two officers had regained their feet. 
_ Both had drawn their clubs and made a rush for Joe, but the 
young man proved to be chain lightning. 

_ He moved around as only a man of extraordinary strength and 
agility and practice can move around. Whang! bang! bim! and 
he had tapped all three officers on the head, and had downed them 
all. The girl meantime had run away, and Joe sped after her. 

_ The three officers also sped after her, at the same time sounding 
an alarm. Joe did not follow straight after the girl. He only 
_ started in that direction as a blind. He soon changed his course. 
_ He desired to throw the officers off; and all three did pursue him, 
letting the girl go; and the latter was just what Joe desired. 

_ He wasarunner. He turned a corner a half block ahead of his 
He saw a fence. He leaped it like a cat. Then he 


De. 


: ed a yard and leaped a second fence, and so kept going toward 
the other street, until finally he landed in a yard in the rear of a 
‘heer-saloon. The saloon was closed on the street side, but there 
were some men inside playing billiards. 
- As Joe reached the place and k in the situation, a novel idea 
presented to his mind. He knew the officers would probably 
‘icipate his movements, and run round to the street where he 
- expected to leap the last fence. He found an immense bowlder in 
4 of the beer-shop. He raised it in his hands and sent it 
g through the window of the beer-shop. There followed a 


+} 
’ 
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the street. : z 
The latter was just what Joe had anticipated—just what he 
od. He lea the last fence and landed on the street. He 
round, and wus just in time to see the three officers rush into 
saloon. They had not stopped for explanations; they thought 
bad their man. Joe only stopped long enough to see the 
t of hhis rue, then in a deliberate manner walked away, and a 
ore remarkable incident followed. i 
He beheld @ woman passing along ahead of him. He moved 
sidly forward, and recognized the girl in whose behalf he had 
0 » the scrape. He ran forward and joined her, She gavea 
42 wereatn a8 he stepped beside her, and he said in a jovial tone: 
Well, wise, I fear we will have to go without the medicine to- 


* (ih, sir, you are free?” 
Veo; 1 asm free.” 
will be on our track?’ 
», no, it's all right, 1 will accompany you to your home, 
then skip away to my own domicile. 
can wh go with mie,” she paid, 
a Se . + from here. 1 will reach home in 
with me, 1am thankful to you; yes, 
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crash and a succession of yells, and the men all made a rush for | 


JY. frau 


you are a brave young man, and very kind; but you must leave 
me now.”’ ‘ 

“Well, I have done you more harm than good, [ admit; but I 
meant well."’ ‘ 

Yes, yes, you have been brave and kind; but you mugt leave 
me now."’ 


** Well, good-night, miss. All’s well that ends well.” 





CHAPTER Y. 


As Joe spoke the words concluding our preceding chapter, he 
turned and walked away; but he had a purpose in his mind, all 
the same, and did not go far before he turned and followed the girl. 

The latter was so confused, excited, and inexperienced she did 
not consider the possibility of being followed, and proceeded on her 
ve with rapid steps. 

oe saw her enter an ordinary large tenement house. He quick- 
ened his pace’ and ran in the door-way, for the street entrance was» 
kept unlocked. He rapidly ene the stairs, and was on the 
third floor, when he saw a sudden flash of light as a room door was 
opened, and he was able to designate the room. It was the rear 
room on the top floor, and as the door closed he was at the key-hole. 

He looked in, and saw a sight that amazed him, and later he \ 
overheard words that still more astonished and mystified him. 
\ An old man was sitting in a lounge-chair. Joe glanced around ~ 
and saw that the apartment was very comfortably furnished, and 
the old man seated in the chair was a nice-looking old gentleman. 

“Well, Addie, dear, you are home, My dear child, I was going 
almost mad. What on earth happened? You have been gone 
nearly two hours and a half.” 

“1 know it, grandpa; and I have had a terrible time.’’ 

‘* What happened, my child?’’ 

‘*“Oh, papa, let me rest a moment, and I will tell you.’’ 

Joe had heard the girl call the old gentleman grandpa, and 
then she called him papa. Had she called him pa, he would 
not have particularly noticed it, as grandchildren do sometimes 
call their grandparents pa and ma, but never papa. 

The girl had called him grandpa, and then papa; and what was ~ 
pale more strikingly strange, the old gentleman corrected her, and 
said: 


‘** Grandpa.”’ { 


““No one hears us, papa, and it comes so hard fo Gaal “you ae 


grandpa.” 

‘* But you must call me grandpa. You do not know at what 
moment some one may hear you, then the very fact may make . 
matters worse.”’ 

The listener’s suspicions were fully aroused, and the mystery | 
deepened. He began to study the old gentleman. He did not look > 
like a grandpa, although too aged to be the girl’s papa; and yet, 
why the strange caution and the slip of the tongue which had been 
corrected? - ; 

“My poor child, you are tired out.” 
ise Lame 

‘‘ Did you get the medicine?” 

“*T did, and J lost it.” 

‘My child, how careless, after going out at such an hour; and I 
begged you not to go.”’ 

‘**T will never go out again, papa, at such an hour,”’ 

‘** Child, you will betray me.”’ ; 

** No, no; we can not be overheard.’’ - 

‘‘But you must get in the habit, or you will betray me some 
time when you do not think.”’ \ 

‘« Oh, will we ever pass this danger?” f . 

“Never, I fear, my child, until I am able to get away.” 

‘* Why not go away at once?” 

‘‘ No—no, I am safer here; there are a dozen detectives on the 
lookout for me. They do not dream I amin New York. I am 
safe here for the present.” 

‘‘But will the truth never 
cleared?”’ 

“‘T do not think I will ever be freed from the shadow that over- 
hangs me.”’ . ' 

‘“And we will be fugitives all our lives?” 


be known? will you never be 


‘No; in time we may-reach a land where I will be safe; but 1 es f 


must wait.” 7 
‘* How long, papa?’’ 7 
‘It may be a year or two before I will attempt to get away; but 

the pursuit will never be dropped.”’ 

‘“Oh! this is terrible!”’ d 

‘Tt is our great misfortune, my child; but we will hope, even as 
bad as things look. But tell me what happened.” 

The girl related to her father all that had oceurred, The man 
listened with starting eyes, and when the narrative was concluded, 
exclaimed: 

‘* How terrible this has all been! 
escaped, and are here!”’ 

“ But, father, I am a fugitive now.”’ 

‘*No, no; you will not be recognized. 
not go into the street in the same attire,”’ 

‘* How unfortunate we are!”’ 

‘“‘ We are very unfortunate. But who could the young man have 
been who acted as your friend?” 

‘1 do not know,”’ 

“‘ He is certainly a noble and wonderful young man.” ' 

“He is a wonderful young man. He did not appear like ¢ 
human being, his strength was so extraordinary, Why, he knocked 
down police officers as though they had been mere wooden soldiers,’ 

“-Yog, itis wonderful. I should like to see that young man, I 
could trust him,’’ 

Joe had made up his mind to enter the room, when there 


How fortunate that you 


But after this you must 
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. most extraordinary incident. He heard voices. He 
a ater tbe baluster, and ‘on the stairs below he could plainly 
discern the outlines of two men. He had overheard the conversa- 
tion in the room. He was quick to Jump to a conclusion, and he 
heard the words which came as a terrible confirmation of his sus- 

sions? : ‘ ; 

Di We must go carefully, or he will fight like a tiger, and we will 
be compelled to kill him.”’ 

‘“Tf we must, we will; his blood 

‘* But you forget.” 

‘* What?”’ 

‘Tf we kill him his lips are sealed forever. 
himself.’’ , fa 

“© You are sure you have trailed him? 

‘©T am sure.” 

Joe did not wait to hear more. Fortunately the door of the 
room had not been locked, In the excitement of the moment 
attending the girl’s return, both father and daughter had forgotten 
about the door. Joe had jumped to a quick conclusion which 
“was the basis of his action. He opened the door and entered the 
room. He raised his hand in cautionary manner for silence. 
Father and daughter gazed in amazement and terror, and a most 
startling and striking tableau was presented, 


will be on his own head,”’ 


I fear he may kill 





CHAPTER VI. 


Tuk girl recognized Joe, and exclaimed: \ 

“‘ Papa, it is the young man who rescued me.” 

‘Hush!’ in a low tone warned Joe. ‘‘ Listen to me: you are in 
peril. I will save you.”’ i, } 

The father glared, and Joe approached him and whispered: 

‘‘T know not what your real trouble is. I do know you are 
innocent. How I know it does not matter; two detectives are 
about to enter this room. Iam here to save you, and [ will.’’ 

The father’s face became ghastly, and he murmured: 

“*T am lost!’’ 

‘* No, you are not lost. I will rescue you; and you have nothing 
to fear. Leave all to me. There is no time to lose. And now 
mark well my words: you and your daughter go into the rear 
‘room. When you hear voices in this room, silently pass out of the 
door, ascend to the roof, and remain there until I come up and call 
you; and you need not fear, all will be well. You can depend 
upon me: Go quickly, and remember, do not move from the 
other foom until you hear me say: ‘It’s all right, gentlemen; but 
you have made a mistake, all the same.’ Now go, you and your 

- daughter.” 

The man appeared to comprehend the scheme. He did not know 
what the young man would do; but he had already heard of his 
feats from his daughter. 


He left the room accompanied by Addie; and quick as a flash | 


Joe threw off his coat, lighted a cigar, seated himself at the table 
‘ in the center of the room, and waited. ; 
_ He had carried out his plans just in time, for there came a knock 
at the door. er \ 
‘““Who is there?” | 
‘* A friend,’’ came the answer. 
Joe laughed, and asked: 
“Ts it you, Tom?’’ 
“ec Yes.”’ " 
. “Tt’s late, old man; but come in.”’ 
__ The door opened; two wen entered the room, They gazed at 
Joe an instant in silence, and Joe demanded: 
_ “* Who in thunder are you, and what do you want here?” 
** Do you live here?’’ 
** You fellows lied to me.”’ 
“ How?’’ ‘ 
‘‘T asked you if it was my friend Tom, and you said yes.” 
** Who is your friend Tom?” ; 
‘Shut the door, please; I feel a draught.’’ 
The man nearest the door closed it. 
** Now, gentlemen, what do you want?” 
‘*T asked you a question.”’ 
“Well?” 
“Do you live here?” 
** Don’t I look as though I were at home?”’ 
** Who else lives here?’ 
‘‘ It’s all right, gentlemen. You have made a mistake.’’ 
**] don’t think we’ve made a mistake.’’ 
“1 know you have; and now get out, please.’’ 
** Oh, that’s all right.”’ 
** What do you want here?”’ 
““ We've made no mistake. We have some business here.” 
“What business have you here?”’ 
‘*T reckon you know.”’ 
‘I reckon I don’t know; but there is one thing I do know; you 
llows are going to git!”’ 
“*T guess not.” 
‘I tell you that you have made a mistake.’ 
- We have not made a mistake.”’ 


fe 


eeorny . 
., _hen talk out your business, please,’’ 

lhere is aman living here named Francis Drew.” 
Joe laughed, and answered: 4 


ae 7 7 : . t 
2 W ell, [am not Francis Drew, and so you had better git.”! 
‘ Francis Drew is in this house.’’ 3 
Ile may be for all I know, but he is not in this room, So I tell 
you to leave.’’ 
“ Go easy, youne ms r, ‘yg . 
% 3 an, You are very smart, and you play your 
Eers well, but you can’t fool us.”’ ee 
Bee prot) that 18 easily accounted for, I don’t think you fellows 
IW as much as an ordinary fool, Any fool would know the 
man you seck is not here, unless 1 am that man.” 
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‘You are not the man,’ = WAN ig a4 Mae 

‘“ You are sure of that?’ AAS Ven y 7. areas 

‘* We’re as sure you are not the man as we are that the man ve 
, ‘ t : a7? 7 ¥ 


want is here.’’ ao 
i ee 


‘‘Where is he?” * _— f ee ae, 
“Ah, we’ll find him,” hee 
‘* Go ahead.”’ one ANTS ie 


‘“ We’re going to search these rooms.”’ ne) ee 
‘See here, my friends, you say you are gotta. sean ane 
rooms. I’ll let you, for my own satisfaction; but let me tell you ya 
you don’t find your man you'll take the consequences.” ia ie 
‘* What consequences?” - \ te ae 
‘*1’1l kick you down-stairs.”’ aa: 
The two men laughed, and one of them said: (NS ae 
‘* Well, you are a Jim Dandy, you are!” 
‘‘T am a real genuine Jim Dandy, yes, I am!”’ oe, 
“We'll double you up, young man, if you don’t shut up!” « 
‘‘ You fellows have forced your way into this room,”’ 
‘* What are you going to do about it?” 
‘“T’ll show you before you get through.”’ 
Again the two men laughed, and one of them said: . a 
‘* You are a terrible fellow, you are.” ~ Ant ae 
tt Tveurmnies” ~= pre J 
‘‘ We’re going to search this house, all the same.”’ | a 
‘Go it; but mark my words, if you don’t find what you a e 
looking for, I'll jump on you. Mind, now. Go on with your 
search.” Ag ae 
hog 
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CHAPTER VIL 


- Jom was not a formidable-looking fellow, and the two men — 
looked upon him as a little bluffer left in the room to acta part. 
Well, their conclusion was very natural, but they were destined — 
to change their mind. ctl ee ae 
The two men entered the rear rooms. There were three rooms, — 
including the one in which Joe sat. The latter did not follow them, _ 
but sat quietly smoking his cigar. : 7 eee 
A few moments passed, and then the two men re-entered the front 4 
room. One of them held a lady’s dress on his arm, © "Se 
‘* Whose dress is this?”’ , : ; 
““That’s my business. What right have you fellows to force » — 
yourselves into my rooms, go poking around in my closets, and — 





ie 


“fog 


then ask me questions?” ' / 
** We'll ask you questions, and make you answer.’’ ‘ag 
‘* You want to know whose dress that is?”’ Oe ieee 
‘Yes, we do.” ; 4 ; 


‘** Well, I reckon the owner isin the other room.” ¥ 
At that moment a female voice called from the rearroom: = = 
‘Tom, who are those fellows rummaging around in my room?” 
The two men made a leap and ran into the rearroom. Theyhad 

lighted the gas and left it burning. They looked around, but did 

not see any one. ‘They searched in pantry and closets, but — 

no female did they discover. They stepped out into the halland 
penetrated the hall bedroom, the store-room, but not a sign of a % 
living creature did they discover. = Lag 
They returned to the room where Joe sat smoking as coolly as 
though he were alone and undisturbed. ~ c mg 
‘* Where is the woman?’’ demanded one of the men. aan 
“What woman? You fellows are crazy!”’ ii 
““The woman who owns that dress."’ — “2 
. At that moment there came a female voice, saying: co 
“Tom, why don’t you throw those duffers down the stairs?” 
The two men made a rush. One went out into the hall from the 
front room, and the other went into the rear room. They met at 
the door of the rear room; but no woman did they discover, and 
after a few moments one of them returned to the room where Joe 
sat. The other remained in the rear room. ' hg 
‘Say, young Sa where is that woman?” 
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** What woman?’’ ; ; 
“The woman whose voice we heard.”” ss. a 
‘Did you hear a woman’s voice?’ CZ 
«¢ 3 s : » 
Oh, come off ! And, mind, stop your fooling, or it may be the 
worst for you. 


“*Tom, don’t take that—throw the duffer down-stairs!”’ 
voice; and it sounded full and clear, and appeared Oe 
the rear room. . ; 

The man ran back, exclaiming: ! 

** Now you've got her!’’ 

He found his companion looking rather amazed 

“* Where is she?’’ 

“e Who?’’ ; 

“The woman.”’ 3 

“IT don’t know.” : 

“Didn’t you hear her voice?”’ 

‘“ I thought she was talking to you in the other room,” 


this") uh Said the man, *‘ there is something queer about all 


1 ‘‘ Youbet!” 1, ’ 
** We'll make that fellow open un.”’ 
He will!’ ‘ P ‘i ; 

he two men re-entered the roo i n 
rea tine m where J oe still sat cool as @ 
“Say, young 
ae Well?’’ 
** Where is the woman?”’ 
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fellow, we're on to you!”’ 


| hs ee woman?” vd \ vn 
‘'The woman whose voice w . X , 
duffers.”” voice we heard—the woman who calle 


Cou don’t know of any wom an rj 
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“Ob, come off!” sald Joo. “Now Tl tell yo 

| Beat selcaeeais tno yi tell you fellows some- 
“Wrus are yout” 
“Tam 


Signer Jumpinini, the great ypnotist and ventriloquist. 
My wife is also a ventriloquist, and wee having some fun with 
you. I say, you've made a jolly mistake. If you are looking for 
mome one, he away off: and if you don't want us to have some 
more fun you, why, you will cit, that's all.’ 

“ We don’t want any of your gutf!’’ 

** Oh, you don't?” 

Come, talk up.” 

“T've told you all I’ve Bot he say, and it’s my bed-time now, so I 
want you fellows to clear gut. You've had a good deal of cheek 
anyhow; bat I let you go on just for fun.” , 

““ And you've had some fun?’ 

“ Yes, a heap of fun.” 

core now it’s a turn.’’ 

he man stepped forward and made a move as though to sei 
hold of Joe. The latter leaped to his feet, and said: aaa 

“Hold on! You fellows are going a little too far!”’ 


“ve something to tell you, young man.” 

** You've toid me enough.” ; 

“* We're officers.”’ F 

“ You make me laugh. I think you’re thieves; but I don’t 
mind you. I've had some sport.” 

** We are going to arrest you.” 

** You are?” 

** That's our programme.” 

“* Well, you do make me laugh.”’ 

“We do?” 

** You do.” 

The man drew.a club and made a Junge, but the next instant he 
lay sptawling on Ue floor, and his companion, who had rushed 


forward, also went down, tumbling on to the stove in the room, 
j 


and upsetting it; and then followed a shindy. 

Joe moved round like a crazy man, and the way he served out 
the two men was a caution, and he kept repeating: 

“Pil show you fellows what you'll get for forcing yourselves 
into my house.”” 

He seized one of the men and rushed him to the stairs, and 
slid him down. The other made a dash through to the rear room: 
He ran out by the door and made a leap down the stairs, and the 
two men went down pell-melJl. 

Seme of the other tenants opened their doors.to learn what the 
neise was all about, but by the time they peeped out all was still 
and no one was in sight. 

The two men reached the street. 
up, and one of them said: 

** Ah, Bill, what do you think?” 

“ It’s the devil himself we struck up there.”’ 
~ ““ We've made a mistake, old man.’’ 

“No, we didn’t make a mistake.” 

““ What will we do?” .- 

** Lay low, old man—lay low,’’ came the answer. 


Both were pretty well bunged 





CHAPTER VIII. 


Jor had run down the stairs, and he overheard the words ** Lay 
low, old man—lay low.”’ He was quick enough to take in their 
meaning, and he formed a plan. 

He reascended the stairs. He went to the roof and called father 
and daughter down. The night was warm, and their position on 
the roof had not been an uncomfortable one. 

“* Well, I received them,’’ said Joe. : 

The father and daughter looked around, and saw what confusion 
the room was in, and the former said: 

‘* There has been a scuffie?”’ 

“Yes. I was compelled to knock ’em around a bit,”’ 

* Tt is all over for me.. Oh, Addie, it has come at last!’’ moaned 
the man. ee ; 

“* Mr. Drew, you have nothing to fear; everything is all right. 
l am your friend, and I will look out for you.”’ 

““ Why should you look out for me?” 

** Some time we will have a long talk; but now answer me one 
question: for some reason or other you fear arrest?”’ 

* Ido.” 

** Are you a guilty man?” 

‘| am not.”’ _ : 

“I so believed Hefore I asked you the question;“ind I will see 
that vou are not arrested: and more, when I learn your misfortune, ¢ 
it may be that I can settle some plan for establishing your inno- 
cence, no matter what the complication may be.”’ 

“1 do not think my innocence will ever be established.’ 

“1 do not agree with you; but now we must act. Those men 
are preparing for another assault. You and your daughter remain 
bere while Jiake a survey. You must get away from here before 
daylight.” 

“Where can we go?” : 

“‘l lave a place where you can go, and where I will guarantee 
you wil tesafe. The only question is how to get you there. 

Joe left the room. He went to the roof. He looked around and 
Alecovered that he could descend to the roof of the adjoining house, 
Ile did «0, and went along until be came to where there was a new 
building 

“1 have it,” muttered Joe. 

pm oe 

ae eS eee oe ot Now J wil) aid you and your 

ad wn “aout. NOW 1 Wil) A10 yo P 
i nove : Jo fd eo of the adjoining house. You will 
come to that new Wilding, you will descend to 
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“Yes, this is our way out of 
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the street, and go to No. —, —— Street, and here is a night-key, 
If I do not join you, enter the house and make yourself at home. 
There you will be safe until I join you, and if Ido not come for 
some hours, you need not fear. I may be engaged throwing your 
pursuers off your track,"’ re 

‘You are very kind. Why should you take all this trouble for 














me? 
** We will talk that over when we get a good chance to do so 
without fear, It is now well on toward morning; indeed, in half 
an hour day will begin to break. You must reach my home as 
soon as possible, and when I join you we will talk matters over. 
You need not take anything. I will manage to bring such articles 
as you need, But, remember, you will be perfectly safe in m 
house, and do not fear even if I do not appear in several hours: 
expect to be there as soon as yourselves, but I want you. to be 
prepared in case anything should happen. Make yourselves at 


home. You will find food in the house, and everything at your 
convenience. ut, in case of need, your daughter can step out and 


procure what you may require. I tell you all this only in case of 
need. As I said, the chances are I will be on hand, I will then 
tell you all about myself and listen to your stor’y,”’ 

The whole party ascended to the roof. Joe assisted Addie down 
to the roof of the adjoining house, He led them to the new | 
building, went with them down to the street, and saw them safely 
away. He stood and watched them, and then returned to the room 
where the scuffle had occurred. He put everything in order in the 
rooms, locked the doors, ascended to the roof, and was soon on the 
way to his own house, 

The detectives, meantime, waited until daylight, and when the 
people of the house were awake and moving, they asked a few 
questions, and their original suspicions were confirmed, 

One of them went for aid. The experience they had had made 
them afraid. 

Two men joined them. 

The fellows were not regular detectives, but attached to a private 
agency. They were working for a big reward. 

They ascended to the room where they had been so roughly 
handied by the extraordinary young man who had received them. 
They were in full force, . 

They knocked at the door. There came no answer, They tried 
it, and found it locked. They opened it and stepped into the 
room. Noone was in sight. They went through the rooms, but 


*no one was to be seen. 


“ The bird has flown!’’ came the declaration. 

“ But we were on the right track.”’ 

“* We can soon find out.’’ 

The men commenced an ¢xamination and search. They were in 
full possession of the rooms, and could proceed at their leisure. 
They examined trunks, clothing, and everything that came under 
their observation, but the confirmation they expected they did not 
find. There were no names, no marks—nothing to indicate the 
identity of the occupants of the rooms, io 

In due time the four men were fully convinced that for the time 
being they were balked. They closed the door, and upon leaving 
the room, one of them said: 

‘* We will lay low; we are on the right track.” 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Jor, meantime, proceeded to his home. He was an experi- 
menter, and, as stated, possessed a little means. He had taken a 
small house, in which he had his laboratory. He was also a col- _ 
lector of bric-a-brac and odd relics. He had very comfortable 
furniture that had belonged to his parents. 

Day was breaking when he entered his home. He found Mr, 
Drew and his daughter occupying his neat little sitting-room, 

“* Well, you arrived all right?” 

“Yes, we are here, and much we owe to you.”’ 

‘* Now let me tell you about myself,’’ said Joe. Base 

The young man proceeded and told his story. The incidents of 
his life have already been related to our readers. When he had 
concluded, he said: 

‘*T have told you all, and I now say, I am glad to have friends, 
Before you tell me your story, [ know we will be friends, and I ‘ 
will be glad to hear by what strange series of incidents a» man of 
your intelligence became a fugitive.” 

My story is quickly told, and I know I can trust you. Indeed, 
I am already in your power, If you see fit fo betray me, that 
will end it all. My name is Francis Drew. Now.you know how 
it is I am a fugitive.”’ 

md CONO6, 

“Then you have not read of the affair that made me 4 criminal?’’, 

**T have not.”’ 

“Twas the confidential clerk in a large banking house. T re. 
ceived a large salary. I had saved considerable money, and I made 
several successful investments. We had deposited in our safe over 
half a million of securities belonging to our customers, The active 
man in our concern was the jubior partner, One day he left tewn, 
and the keys of the safe were left in my charge. The junior 
partner returned, He demanded the keys from me. On the day 
following I came down to the office. He called me into his private 
office. He then revealed to me the fact that during his absence 
from town for two days the total amount of securities in the safe 
had been abstracted. J gazed in amazement when he made the 
revelation, and he said: — 

“* Drew, | am your friend. 
dence is dead against you,’ 

“ ' Dead against me?’ I eried, 

ee Yas,’ 

“* Bir,’ I eried, ‘1 am innocent, 


1 am sorry for you, but the evi- 


J. will face all the evidence,’ 
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As he started to leave the house Addie came with him to the — 








“The man urged and pleaded with me. He told me I would be 
arrested. Hesaid. | : i 

*T firmly believe in your innocence. | I know you are innocent, 
and TI have a suspicion as to the real thief; but as it stands, if you 
are arrested you will be convicted. If you flee away, ou will 
avoid the disgrace and inconvenience of an arrest, and will be 
able to track the real culprit so as to fix the guilt on him. ce you 
do not run away, I tell you you will be convicted, and nothing can 
save you. I have investigated this affair. You are the victim of a 
conspiracy. I dare not tell you whom I suspect; but a cunning 
web has been woven around you. If you go away, I can clear you 
in a few weeks—possibly days. If you do not flee away, 1 am 
helpless to save you, and the conspirators will secure your convic- 
tion. Some one has personated you. They will bring proofs that 
you disposed of the securities from time to time, so it is of no 
interest to me one way or another; it is your own. Earn _ the 
eternal gratitude of this firm by letting it be supposed, only for a 
little time, that you are the guilty man. We can save you, and 


recover every dollar of the stolen money.’ ”’ 


Joe was not a young man of any great experience, but he saw 
through the whole scheme at once, and he said: 

‘* And you were led into this trap?” — 

“*T was.” 

‘* What a shallow scheme!”’ 

‘‘T must have been mad.’’ 

‘Yes, you must have been mad that you did not see through the 
whole scheme.” 

**Do you see through it?” 

“ce 1 dors 

‘* Well, what is your idea?”’ 

“The junior partner was the thief.” : 

“You are right. I fled, and the affair was made public, and the 
junior partner came out against me. He furnished all the proofs 
of my guilt, and they were damning, and my having fied confirmed 
them all. Having once fled, I was compelled to continue a 
fugitive. -As I said, by my flight the damning evidence against me 
was confirmed, and any story I would tell afterward would have 
been received with derision.” 

_ “ Then you have means?”’ 

“ce Yes,’’ 

‘‘ They did not get away from you your money honestly earned?” 

ae No 7? ~ 


‘‘ What is your idea as to the motive of the junior partner?” 

‘‘ He speculated with these funds.’’ 

“And arranged a cunning scheme to throw the appearance of 
guilt on you?” 

* Yes.” 

“‘ You were a very foolish man, and yet | will say that nine men 
out of ten would have fallen into the trap just as you did, under 
all the circumstances.”’ 

‘‘T had no one to advise with.” 

‘* How long have you heen a fugitive?” 

** About six months now,” 

“‘ This man really does not, want you captured, after all.” 

‘* He does. Yes, he will not feel safe until Iam convicted and 
in prison. He is urging the detectives. He is my bitter foe, and 
what is more, he hopes to secure the money I have of my own, 
which he suspects amounts to several] thousand dollars. He will 
claim all I have as a part of the stolen money. Do you believe my 
story?” . 

‘“T do,” said Joe: 

‘‘Then you can see my case is hopeless.”’ 

“1 do not see anything of the kind.”’ 

‘<1 will never be able to establish my innocence now. If I had 
stood out at first, I might have done so; but my flight is eternally 
fatal against me.”’ 

SNOW SIL: loelsonOtsss 

** What can you do?’ 

‘‘ What can I do? I will establish your innocence. Yes, sir; 
here is my hand on it, and I will make good my promise.’’ 


? 





CHAPTER X. 


Jor learned a great many facts from Mr. Drew, and laid out a 
course of action. He said: 

‘*You and your daughter must make this your home, and neither 
of you must go on the street.’’ 

‘‘T have been out many times. My disguise has served me well.” 

‘Your disguise as an old man is most excellent. You can main- 


tain it here, but neither you nor your daughter must go out for a, 


few weeks. <A large reward is offered. There are probably a 
dozen detectives on your track. Your suspicion, to my mind, is 
correct. That man Fellman wishes to secure what money. you 
have; but leave it to me, and I will bring Fellman to justice. I 
will prove that man’s guilt; I will establish your innocence,”’ 

‘You are brave and hopeful and kind, but I do not believe you 
can do it, You are a wonderful young man; but by my own fool- 
ishness i have fastened another's guilt upon myself.”’ 

‘You have; and now it shall be my purpose to unfasten it from 
you and fix it upon the real criminal. You do not know what. 
methods I shall adopt; no such methods were ever before employed 
to run down a criminal, and all I ask is that for a few weeks you 
absolutely follow my instructions.” 

** We will,’”’ 

** Then all will be well.” 

Joe held some further talk, gave his instructions, and secured all 
the information needed. The party sat down to a nice little brealk- 
fast, which was prepared for them by Joe, and later he started to 
go out. He was an adept asa discuiser. He had studied the art 


in order to aid him in his ventriloquistic feats, and he determined 
to employ it in his search of a criminal. 











—— 


hall. She was a swect-faced girl, and Joe read in her glance that 

she was a really remarkable little woman. Her father was a weak 

man. She was strong, being unlike her father. 

to our hero, she said: : 
‘Do you really think you can establish my father’s innocence 
‘‘T am sure I can, and I will,”’ 


ated.’’ 

‘* Oh, that’s all right.”’ : 

‘My father will pay any expense you may incur, and we will 
remunerate you for our board while we remain here.”’ 

‘‘ What a business woman you are!”’ 

‘Yes, Iam a business woman in general matters, Iam stronger 
than my father.”’ 

‘¢ You and I will discuss business later on. All you have to do 
now is to obey my instructions, You will find books to read in 
my little library, and you can amuse yourself during your impris- 
onment, and you can hope that soon your father will step forward 
an exonerated man.”’ 

‘‘ There is something I wish to tell you.” 

‘**T am listening.”’ 

‘‘T believe it was a spirit of revenge that animated the man Fell- 
man. I do not believe he lost those securities. 
them in his possession.”” 

‘Why should he wish to be revenged upon your father?” 

“That man dared to make love to me.”’ 

‘* And your father opposed it?’’ 

‘*T have never confided to my father the fact. You are the only 
one I have ever spoken to about it. The man is a fiend—one of the 
most wicked men that ever breathed... He seeks to ruin my father. | 
He will try to find him, rob him; and then, when I am unpro- 
tected, he will renew his vile attentions to me, and I am but a 
child.” 

‘You will be protected, and that man will be brought to justice. 
The firm is still in existence?’’ 

‘‘ Yes. They are so rich that the loss of half a million, had it 
occurred, would not have even harmed them.’’ 

“* And this man Fellman, is he so rich?’’ 


‘*No; he is but a junior partner, a nephew of one of the firm. ‘ 


He has those securities. He is a miserly fellow.” 
‘* How is it you know him so well?”’ 
‘*{ have often heard my father speak about him and his ways.”’ 
‘All right. 


all will come well. And, to make your mind easy, when I succeed 


I will arrange with your father about payment for my services. 


Until I do succeed, nothing must be said about remuneration.’’ 

A little later Joe was in the street. He had prepared himself for 
several disguises in case of need, and he told Addie not to be wor- 
ried or uneasy if he did not return home uutil the following day. 
He had said he might strike a trail which he could not safely desert. 

Joe went straight to the tenement house where Mr. Drew and his 
daughter had resided. He looked around, but the detectives had 
departed. He made up his mind that when night came he would 
make an attempt to remove certain portable articles, and he would 
make arrangements as to the care of the others. 

He had a description of Mr. Fellman; indeed, he had a photo- 
graph of the man in his possession. He went down-town. He lay 


around in the vicinity of the banking house, and along about — 


noon he saw a man come forth. 

He recognized the gentleman at a glance. It was Fellman. The 
man went down to a prominent drinking-place on Broad Street, 
where brokers and bankers and merchants were wont to gather. 

Fellman met several acquaintances. The men all sat down at a 
table and ordered refreshments. They were having a pleasant 
fime talking business, when suddenly one of the men said, or, 
rather, seemed to say: 

‘“‘ Have you heard anything about Drew?”’ 

Fellman turned, and addressing the man whom he thought haa 
asked the question, said: 

‘* [am not answering questions on that subject.’’ 

The man addressed answered: 

““ What’s the matter with you? I did not ask you a question.” 

‘“Yes, you did. You asked me about Drew.”’ 

“I beg your pardon. I did not mention Drew’s name,”’ 

Fellman rose to his feet, saying: 

: an eee eee oe I thought you did. I must go.’ 

ie started toward the door, and was pushing throuch : 
gentlemen, when he heard the words: . Oe Sieg 

“There goes a)thief!’’ 


CHAPTER XI. 


‘“ Wu0’s a thief?” came the question. 
s aie fellow nes came the answer. 
eilman turned and looked at the men. His eyes glow is 
face was deathly pale. Te did not know any o ihe enn aa he 
went out of the place with his head down. ‘It was the first time a 
suggestion had ever come to him that he was not an honest ‘man 
He was walking along the street thinking over the remark he had 
overheard, when a young man touched him on the shoulder 
Can I see you for a few moments, sir?’ 
', Who are you, and what do you want?” 
‘3 I desire a few words with you,” ; 
A If you wish to talk with me, come to my oftice.’’ 
No; I must speak with you outside of your oftice.”’ 
‘Speak quickly,” a 
. aa on fro old man.”’ 
“ You impudent young pu what @ 
‘Oh, 1 know who btole the halt million Tek 
: are 
»\- eek tas 


. 


When she came — 
oes 


‘‘ Let me say one word: you shall be fully and amply remuner- 


I believe he has ° 





Now, do not trouble yourself; leave all to me, and | 
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wv Feltman, He be ne as soft and 
tell me all about it, will you? Come, we 


‘but had proceeded but a few steps, when 

al Joe by the arm, At the same instant a 
forward, and Fellman said: 

and hold him.’ 


to the station-house, I will join you.” 
not wait to receive further instructions, but 
ix latter went along quietly, He did not wish 


street in the midst of the great throng of 
ing up and down the street. 
s he and the ve walked along, the latter asked: 
ho are you, and what have you been up to, young fellow?” 

Toe made no answer. He was walked on down to the station- 
er giving a false name, he was put in'a cell. Having 
en bro in by a detective, there was no need for a formal 
hare e oer be held. He was locked in a cell, and the 


_ Nota word had been said after his name and address had been 
taken. Joe did not give his real name or his real address, and the 
icers did not care whether he did or not. He had been in the cell 
about ten minutes. There was no one in any of the other cells, as 
it was not the time of day for the usual drunks to be brought in. 


_ The ae teen smiled as he reviewed the situation, and he soon 
liscovered 
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at he was alone, and, for the time being, in a Pick- 

_ Wickian sense, monarch of all he surveyed. He worked a change. 
He then set to work to open his cell door. He had not been 

_ searched, as no had been made against him. He was only 

_ to be held awaiting further orders. 

Once the cell door was open he looked around. He was still 

looking when the doorman came down:stairs. Joe ran back to his 

eel. ° doorman came along and looked in, and Joe said to him: 

-** On what charge am I held here?” - 

-™ T don’t know anything about it,’’ was the answer. 

_ The doorman was a little lame, and he was a peculiar-looking 
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man. = 

_ ** Tf you don’t know on what charge I am held why do you hold 

me here.’” ‘ * / 

_ ** T’ve got nothing to do with it.”’ 

_ Joe watched his chance. The doorman started to go away, 

hen Joe suddenly darted forth, seized the man, and chloroformed 

him. He had left his home prepared for all sorts of adventures, 

Hac the doorman into the cell. He stripped off his coat 
eee ees and transferred them to his own person, and then ascended 





E 4 \ 7 ‘ { 
Joe then assumed the peculiar limp of the doorman. The ser- 
_ geant was alone at the desk engaged in writing. He looked up. 
He saw it was the doorman. He went on with his writing. Joe 
* ed to the door, and once outside, he glided away. 

At a convenient place he threw off the doorman’s hat and coat, 
_ worked a change in his own appearance, and then leisurely pro- 
ceeded along, feeling as safe as a mouse in its hole. Pech se 
Meantime, the doorman recovered from the dose he had received. 
He ran up the stairs frantically, and rushed into the presence of 
the sergeant, demanding: 
** Where is he?” , 
“Where is who? ‘What's the matter with you?” . 
‘The prisoner.” — / \ 
_ ** What prisoner?” ; 


. 


_ “The man we just locked up.” 


+ 


: 


_ “ What's the matter?” 
A “He's escaped.” 
‘ i. s Who?” i. j 
e= ‘* The prisoner.”’ 


 # ; # f 
Quickly the doorman told his story. The sergeant gave an 
= 1 Soren’ o cers fan down-stairs and were started out, and 
<5 es otiies was sent to Wall Street to notify the detective who had 
‘brought the man in, and a little later the detective appeared at the 

on. : 


The doorman was his especial friend. He didn’t wish that the 

‘man should get into trouble, and he said to the sergeant: 
_ ** You only made a memorandum of the arrest?’’ 
ae ” 


‘Yes. 
: You have not copied it in your book?’’ 
“ee We 2? 


«Let it Zo; it’s all right. The fellow was only to be held for a 
little while.”’ 
_** But he’s a bad one,’’ said the sergeant. : 
_ “ Yes: that’s all right. Ican put my hands on him when I want 
” 8 7 
ae detective treated the matter lightly, but he was really greatly 
disturbed. He went up to the banking office, and a few moments 
later was closeted with Fellman, and he asked: 
° “ Why did you have that fellow’arrested?’’ 
He was a Adectemaiies.” ‘ 
is a bad one.”” 


7 


heard?” 
ten locked up, and he nae some Yes, he got away 
utes after he was put in a cell.” y 
tay it just as well. lic has learned a lesson. 
" 
tte net tiled he will trouble me any more, I was so prompt 


wut there may be more in it than we think.” 
4 Volleam, But as the detective went 
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CHAPTER XT, 

Jor, meantime, was laying around for a little fun, He was on 
the banker's track, He meant to haunt him, Joe was a magician, 
His facility for sleight-of-hand performances was wonderful. 
Under his new disguise he lay around until Jate in the afternoon, 
He saw the banker leave his office, and he followed him, He saw 
him go to his club, and then he began to think overa plan. He 
finally decided upon his course of action, . He went to his home. 
He rigged himself up as a female, then he returned to the club, 
He went to the door and sent in a note addressed to Mr. Fellman, | 
requesting an interview on important business. Vee 

The banker had just completed his dinner when the note was | 
handed to him, He learned it was from a lady who awaited him. / 
He put on his hat and went to meet the writer of the note. The 
lady was veiled. 

“Do you wish to see me, madame?”’ . 










“Yes; on very important business,’’ oy 
** What is your name, madame?”’ ae, 


‘* My name is signedto the note, sir. Will you walk with me, 
and I will explain my business,”’ 

Fellman meditated a moment. He was a man up to all manner 
of tricks. It was early in the evening, and he felt he could safely 
walk with the lady on a public thoroughfare. He made up his 
mind not to do more. The two walked along Fifth Avenue slowly, 
and the banker asked: 

““ Madame, what is your business?’’ 

** My business is very important.’ 

**So you said; will you explain it?” 

“TY will, briefly and frankly.”’ : 

‘* Please do.”’ / 

“Your name is Fellman?”’ 

“That is my name.” , 

“You have offered a reward for.the discovery of a man named — 
Drew?"’., 

** Well?”’ ) 
““Y am a mind-reader. I can find anything or anybody.” ue 
“Madame, have you dared to seek me on any such nonsensical 


‘ 





errand?”’ ; 
“* You wiil discover my errand is not nonsensical. I can find 
that man. I can put my hand on him at any moment. Your de-. 
tectives thought they had him last night. They were baffled. — 
They dared not report back to you. Had they been smart they 
would have had him, and have earned the reward. I can find him, 
sir.” 
‘Then your course is very simple. There is a reward offered; 
deliver the man over to the police, and -you will win the reward.’’ 
‘Yes; but I have learned something within the last few min- 
utes.”? — , 
“‘Tndeed; that is all right; but I have an engagement. I can not 
spend any more time with you at present.’’ 
‘* But I told you I am a mind-reader.”’ 
** Yes; but ’ve no money to invest in mind-reading. You say 
you. can produce this man; go to the police, surrender him, and 
you will receive the reward.” 
“But ] have a secret to impart.”’ 
“*T have no time to listen to your disclosure,’’ 
‘But you must listen,” ' 
_ ‘© You are presuming on the fact that you are a woman.”’ 
“‘T am doing nothing of the sort, sir; Iam relying upon very. 
important information, something you will be glad to learn.” 
* Will it take you long to tell it?’ 
** But a few minutes, sir.’ 
“Talk quickly.’ 
“* At heart you are a friend of Mr. Drew.” 
‘* How do you know that?’’ ; \ 
** T’ve read it in your mind.” cd 
** You are a poor mind-reader, madame. Iam not a friend toa 
criminal and an ingrate,”’ . 
** You once pretended to be his friend.” 
‘Ts this your revelation?” 
“T am coming to my revelation.’”’ 
“Do it quickly.”’ o 
“Francis Drew is an innocent man. I know the real culprit.” 
‘«Then you should communicate with the police, not me.”’ 


‘You are the one to communicate with, because you are the one — 
who preferred the charges against Mr. Drew, and produced the 
proofs, or the pretended proofs, of his guilt.’ 
A suspicion flashed across the mind of Fellman. He made up 
his mind to draw the woman out. He determined to direct his 
walk in the direction where he was likely to run across a detective, _ 
‘* Madame, you are talking a great deal of nonsense, You may 
think you can fool me out of some money, You are sadly mis- 
taken,’’ (af 
‘‘T do not wish to fool you out of any money, But would you — 
really like to discover the real criminal?” t 
‘Yes 1 should like to discover Drew, and then I would have 

the real criminal.” 

‘‘ Who induced Drew to become a fugitive?” 

This last question confirmed the banker's suspicions, 


‘* A man’s crime, when discovered, is a suflicient inducement for 
him to become a fugitive.”’ 

‘Indeed; then why do you not skip?” 

‘* Madame, you are getting impertinent,” 
“‘ Am I?”’ 

‘* You are; and you may get into trouble,’ 
‘* Ts that 60?’’ 

The woman spoke with peculiar emphasis, 

‘“ What more have you to say r. 

‘‘T have a demand to make,” 

‘*T thought so,”’ ‘ | 


’ 


criminal charge against her, I will make the arrest.’” 


together. 
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“*T do not demand money.” 
Ohe ho.’’ 


“1 demand justice.”’ 2a 
“Indeed? Produce the man Drew, and justice shall be done.”’ 


‘“ Mr, Drew will appear in good time. There is a chance for you 


now.”’ 


“© Madame, [ am very much obliged to you for the information.” 

“You would be more greatly obliged to me if you would act on 
my information,”’ 

““ [ll give you a little information, madame,”’ 

“Very well, sir.’’ 

“You are in peril.”’ 

“Well?” 

‘* A detective is waiting a signal from me. You are a woman; 
I do not wish to cause you inconvenience, but I’d advise you to 
skip.” 

“ Thank you; Ido not fear your detective, and let me tell you 
there is now a chance for you to save yourself; delay, and your 
chance is gone.”’ eWay 

‘* Well, madame, your chance is gone, for here is a detective! 


% 





CHAPTER XIII. 


Jor had been on the alert. He saw a man step forward, and Mr. 
Fellman said: . 

** Arrest this woman.’’ \ ! 

The detective was a man who knew his business, and he said: 

** Do not be in a hurry, Mr. Fellman.’’ 

** Oh, I am willing for her to escape.”’ 

‘*T don’t wish to escape; I have nothing to fear, ” 

“Who are you, madame?’’ demanded the detective, 

‘“The gentleman probably can tell you.”’ 

‘*T.do not know the woman,”’ said Mr. Fellman. 

“*'Then why do you order my arrest?”’ 

“‘T am satisfied you are in league with criminals.’’/ 

The detective was amazed. He signaled Fellman to keep quiet, 
and he again addressed Joe, saying: 

‘* Madame, I asked you a question.”’ 

“T am not answering your question. This man has ordered you 
to arrest me, If you dare act on his order, proceed and arrest me.”’ 

“1 do not wish to arrest you, madame.”’ 

“Then you refuse to obey this gentleman?’ 

_‘*T do. .I think Mr. Fellman has been annoyed, and a little hasty 
‘in ordering your arrest. You are at liberty to go away, madame.”’ 

** Ah! thank you. Iam in no hurry to go away; I wish to talk 
with this man.”’ . 

“*T will not hold any further talk with you, madame.”’ 

“Tam sorry, sir, for you; but remember, I gave you some excel- 
lent advice. A Nemesis‘is on your track; you will be unmasked. 
You are a villain!”’ 

‘* Officer, arrest that woman!’’ ‘ yf 

“IT can not, unless you make a\specific charge, sir.’’ / 
‘“‘- You heard what she said?” 

““T did. Ican not arrest her for what she may say.” 
** But she is libeling me.”’ ‘ 
“You will be compelled to secure a warrant. If you makea 

““T may never see her again.”’ 

‘“Oh, yes; you will see me often, Mr, Fellman! 
haunt you, Iwill be at your side like a phantom. 
make you do justice, or I will land you in jail!’’ 

‘There, there! Do you hear her?” said the man. 

‘«T hear her,’’ answered the detective, 

“And you refuse to arrest her?” 

“Certainly. I can not arrest the lady without a warrant, unless - 
you make a specific charge—a criminal charge.”’ 

‘** I will bid you good-evening, Mr. Fellman. 
again; we will meet often. We will have many a long talk 
Yes, sir; I can wait. Good-evening.’’ 

oe walked slowly away, and Fellman demanded: 

‘* Why didn’t you arrest her?’ 

** For the best reason in the world, sir.’’ 

“* But that woman is in communication with Drew.” 

‘* No doubt.”’ : 

‘* Then why didn’t you detain her?’’ . 

“Mr. Fellman, I will meet ‘you at twelve o’clock. I may have 
something important to communicate. I am all right. I know 
the importance of the meeting with this woman. Good-evening; be 
sure and meet me at Staley’s; make the hour twelve o’clock.’’ 

The detective glided away. 

Mr, Fellman walked back to his club, He was in a perturbed 
state of mind. The woman had used strange, threatening language 
to him, but as he reflected, he muttered: 

“Bah! I am a fool! This woman is in communication with 
Drew; he has given her the clew. I’ve got him all right; I need 
not fear. Iam a fool to dread any evil. But one thing is certain, 
the fellow is in New York; he has money, and he may employ 
smart people to annoy me. Hang him! I will capture him. But I 
do not understand that detective. Fle should have made the arrest, 
and we would have nipped one little scheme in the bud; but he may 
know what he is about, after all. Possibly he is after the woman. 
I remember he followed in the same direction’ she took when she 
went away. Iwill meet, him at twelve o’clock and learn what he 
is up to.”’ 

In the meantime, Fellman's conclusion proved correct. The 
detective did follow the woman, and, what is more, Joe knew the 
officer was following him, and he determined to have, as he ex- 
pressed it, a little high old fun at the detective's expense, 

We have stated that Joe was an experimenter, He had acquired 
many singular accomplishments, He was a hypnotist, and, what 
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is more, he had learned how to combine t he na 
ing supernatural. Hypnotism was ape just so far, ¢ 
successfully tried it on persons of weak constitutions, Bu 
further. Tie supplemented his hypnotic powers with he us 
certain discovery wherein, by xe or otherwise, he 
produce momentary unconsciousness. It was a dangerous ki 
edge, and he had taken an oath that he would never betray the dis- 
covery which he had accidentally made, He had also sworn he 
would never use it for any malign purpose. : i 
When he worked his transform he had prepared himself forin-— 
stantaneous changes. He intended to work wonders, and he did, 
as we will relate. head ae 
He walked along, and the detective followed, and finally the 
officer stepped forward, and laying his hand on the supposed — 
woman’s arm, he said: ; : i 
‘‘ Madame, can I have a few words with you?”’ ; te 
It was about ten o’clock at night; there were a few people pass- 
-ing at the time. ° ; 
‘Who are you, sir?”’ : yn: 
‘Tt does not matter. You were just talking to-Mr. Fellman.” 
‘‘ Yes, I was just talking to Mr. Fellman.”’ rea 
_“* The gentleman did not treat you fairly.” es re 
‘** What did he do that was unfair?” 
‘He refused to listen to you. He ordered your arrest.”’ ie 
The detective had worked a little change, but the supposed 
woman said: ere, “a 
‘Ah! I see,’? 
"Well 32 
‘* You are the officer.”’ 
“Tflam—” . i 
**I don’t care.”’ oe. 
**Do you object to talking with me?”’ " : A 
'“ Why should I talk with you?’’ : 
“Tam not bound to Mr. Feilman. 
truth in this matter,”’ 
““'Very well; what have you to say?”’ 
‘Td like a long talk with you.’ ° 
“I do not think it would be profitable.’’ | 
““It may be.”’ 
‘“‘T have nothing to say.” 
‘* You can repeat to me what you said to Mr. Fellman.”’ ck, 5 ae 
‘* And if I do?”’ \ 4 4 See 
‘‘T may be able to reach some conclusion from your revelation, = 
Come with me to my office. We can sit down and talk the whole 
matter over.” ; he 
‘* You had better let me go my way. If you question me, yous tos 
will only get confused.”’ bys ay 
“* All right, madame; I am willing to get confused.’’ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


JOE mentally whispered: Be, ; set 

“Well, you’ll be confused to your heart’s content.’”” And he 
asked: ‘‘ How far is it to your office?” Yes \. cove 

‘* But a few steps.”’ ‘it ae 

‘“‘ Iam not afraid; I will go with you.”’ ; on @ ae 

The detective led the way to an office, It was not his own, but 
he appeared to have a key. He opened the door, and the supposed 4 
woman was admitted. The detective lighted the gas, drew the 
shades, and sitting down, asked: -- + eae 

“* Now, what do you know about this case?” ‘ Peg 

Joe had taken a seat directly opposite the detective; only a small 
table separated them. The detective was surprised at the supposed 
woman’s coolness and wonderful self-possession, and he said: 

“* Now we will talk in a friendly spirit. Let there be no conceal-— 
ments, and if you are a friend of this man Drew, you may be able. 
to do him a good turn.” So yok “#4 
- “T can not say Iam a friend of the man Drew. I ama friend of 
justice, a hater of rogues. I believe this man Fellman to be a 
villain,”’ 

: Hare you any proofs that he is a villain?” 

“ce eg? . 

‘*'That’s good. What are the proofs?” 

‘Tam an extraordinary person.” 

“*'No doubt.”’ 

‘*T am a mind-reader.”’ | 

“* Indeed ?”’ 

*“T can perform most wonderful feats.” 

‘“ No doubt.”’ 

‘*T have read Fellman’s mind through and through, as I said.” 

¥ eR is wonderful.”’ ; 5 

“From his mind I read that he is a scamp; y e is mi 
as 1 read your mind,”’ ae 

‘* And you read my mind?’’ ) 

fies, Lido.’ j 

** Well, welll’’ : yy 4 

The detective was very complaisant. ; 

“Tread you through and through.” JC ¥, 

‘’ Well, that is wonderful. What do you make out?” 

“You don’t amount to much,”’ 

““'Thank you,” 
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pe Dee spoke good-naturedly, and with a ace radiating 7" 
“So I don’t amount to much?” : 
‘No; you are a cold-blooded fellow—on the mak 
‘‘ Well, that’s true; it is business with me,”’ 
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— “Yea Fou are; you sometimes go off, you mind-readers—and 
‘See things. 
next instant there occurred a most remarkable scene. The 
; closed his eyes; he seemed to have dropped off into 
a a When next he opened his eyes, as the strange spell fell 
from over his senses, he saw a man sitting opposite to him. Joe 
m I 
had — him, andvhad worked a wonderful transform. The 
x im amazement. He sat paralyzed and speechless, 
i Joe laughed a strange, weird laugh, and the next instant the 
pp ahect ve a second time fell under the spell, and when again the 
ber opened his eyes, the woman was sitting before him as cool 
ind demure as when she first took up her position. The detective 
| rubbed his eyes, and ejaculated: 
“Great thunder!’ 
“* What's the matter?’’ demanded the supposed woman. 
_ Theofficer did not answer; he was confused, but he muttered: 
B 4 “ Hang it, what’s the matter with me?” again queried the de- 
a 3 
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_ “TI think you're crazy,’’ said the woman. 
7 ae Craz :* F 
“ Yes; you stare at me as though you had seen something—seen 
“Something that came damp and moldy from the grave.” 
*“ Who are you? What are you?” 
*“ Well, can't you see I am a woman?” 
*“Who was here a moment ago?” 
““I was here. What’s the matter?” 
“ “ What happened?” Rack 
“Well, you acted queer—very queer. | You were talking to me, 
when suddenly you uttered a cry, and gazed wildly as though you 
Saw something. Have you been drinking—have you got ’em?”’ 
“* Are ea a Woman or a devil?’’ 
Again the officer was thrown under the spell.’ Again he beheld 

a man, and the next instant he returned to his proper self and 

beheld the woman. He sat and gazed in a confused way at Joe. 

A “There you go again,”’ said our hero. 

“* How did I go?”’ 
‘ “You stared at me as you did a moment ago—stared like a man 
who suddenly saw something that had come from the grave all 
damp and moldy.” 

a re did you come from?’’ 

The supposed woman laughed in a strange, weird manner. The 
detective’s blood ran cold. He rubbed his eyes and appeared 
al her very uncomfortable. ; 

**T reckon you don’t feel well.’’ 

The officer reached a sudden determination. He suddenly rose 
to his feet and struck at the supposed woman. He intended it to 
be a powerful blow. He did not strike the woman, but instead 
received a blow that knocked him to the floor. The next instant 
the gas went out. A moment the officer lay on the floor, then he 


hae 


“ leaped to his feet, relighted the gas, and discovered that he was’ 


alone. 


s 


CHAPTER XV. 


THE detective gazed around, and he did fee] queer. He was 
certainly very much confused, and again he asked himself: 

** Well, well! what did happen? That woman is a witch; but 
I'll see about this. Iam on to it all now. I’ll cut the breeze, you 
bet!’’ 

He put out the gas, and wént out to the street. 
walking along, lost in deep thought, when he beheld a man 
approaching him. The man appeared to be intoxicated. The de- 
tective, as they neared each other, stepped aside to let the unfortu- 

; mate man pass, but the tipsy fellow ran straight up against him, 
_ The detective attempted to push the man away, when suddenly the 
_ tipsy man seized him, peered into his face, and commenced to Jaugh. 

‘ “Hold on, my friend! I do not wish to hurt you,” said the de- 
tective; ** but if you don’t let go of me, I’ll tumble you over.’’ 

** You'll tumble me over?”’ 

“ Yes, I will.”’ 

“ Then I'll let go.” 

The tipsy man did let go, and said: 

** You're the fellow—yes, you’re the fellow!”’ 

“ See here, my friend, you get right away, or you'll be taken in.”’ 

“ You'll be taken in! - Yes, you're the fellow!’’ Again the tipsy 
man Janghed, and added: ‘* I know you—yes, I know you.’’ : 

“ You've made a mistake, my friend. You’re drunk. Now, if 
you don't wish to be locked up, you'd better go away quietly. You 
don't know who you're talking to.”’ , ; 

“ Yes, I do know wholam talking to. You’re a cop. Yes, ] 

| know you well; you're the man Kate just tipped over on the floor. 

Hat bat ha’ She told me all about it—told me the fun she had 
with . Hat hat ha!’ 

The Gciactive glared; Wat soon he fell to the trick, as he thought, 
end he laughed also, and anid: 

* She told you all about it?’ 

“ o,”* 





je oP “ Where did you see her?’ " 
, oo” Bhe be up were at the corner. =, 
£ is ap there at -~ orem, OS ou are the softest ninny 
. 5 enya u 7 J o 

a ake ries coun aenialan the ni that Fellman has em. 
‘Drow, Well, well! you are-a nice one 










* 


ks 


__ PHENOMENAL J 


pe eee I —= 


He was’ 


wee eee 


oa 11 


rnin naples ee 


The detective whipped out his club, but he did not use it. He was 
knocked down by a powerful blow, and the tipsy man slid away, 

The detective picked himself up. He walked slowly away. 
Again he was confused. But he had not gone far when the woman 
oe suddenly appeared before him, She advanced boldly, and 
said: 

‘* Halloo! how do you feel?” 

The detective could not speak, he was so confused and amazed; 
but just at that moment an ofticer and’a roundsman came along 
down the street. The detective hailed them, and he showed his 
shield, and said: ; 

“* Arrest that woman!” 

** Can’t you arrest her yourself if you want her?” 

**T command you to arrest her!” : 

The roundsman had detected that the man was not a regular)” 
officer, only a special, and he suspected he was merely a private 
detective, and he said: 

“You can't command me to arrest the woman unless you make 
a charge.” ‘ 

“She is a thief. You will let her go at your peril.”’ 

** Will you go and make a charge?” 

ik Wilt. , 

*“* Madame,” said the roundsman, ‘‘ 1 will be compelled to arrest 
you.”’ 

Joe drew back, and said: ' 

** Don’t put your hands on me!”’ 

The roundsman did attempt to seize her, and he was knocked | 
down, and the woman ran away—ran like the wind. The three 
men were too amazed at first to pursue the woman or comprehend 
what had happened, the roundsman had been knocked over so easy. 

He as quickly regained his feet, but did not attempt to pursue 
the woman, but said to the detective: . 

** Well, what was it?”’ 

**T don’t know.’’ 4 

4 Oe didn’t dare attempt to arrest the woman?’’ , é 

ae Oz . : f 

“Why not?’’ } 1) 

“*T don’t know; I am in a whirl.’’ ae 

‘* Well, she gave me a whirl.” 

*“She did?” =~ 

“Yes. You follow her and arrest her if you want her,.”’ 

The roundsman and the patrolman marched off, and the detect--. 

“ive stood lost in thought, as he muttered: 

“Well, I’ve struck the strangest case I ever:ran up against; but 
T am on to it—yes, I am on to it. | 
him come down. I’ve a tale to tell him—yes, I have.”’ 

- 'The detective proceeded to Staley’s, the place where he was to 
‘meet Fellman. He walked in, and found the man aWaiting him. 

“Well, you are here?”’ 

‘* Yes, what’s left of me.”’ 

“You were to make an important revelation.”’ 

““ Was I to make an important revelation?’’ 

“é Yes.”’ ‘ 

‘*T think J will; ‘but first I want to ask you a few questions. 
Who is that woman?’’ , 
‘*T don’t know.”’ 

“* Well, sir, I’ve something to tell you. 
able woman that I ever met in my life.”’ 

‘** She has cheek,”’ 

“Well, yes, she has; and now tell me what is there under cover 
in this affair?’ 

‘** You know all there is in it.” 

“This woman says you stole those bonds yourself.” 

“And are you fooled by any such statement?’’ 

** Not exactly; but I don’t understand.”’ 

““She isa schemer. She isin with Drew,” ° 

““T’ve one thing to say: if matters are not all straight you are in 
eri].”” Pet 
pe What are you getting at?’’ " 

“*T tell you, whatever the facts are, that woman will open them 
up, that’s all.” 


’ CHAPTER XVI. 


*‘ Seg here, Sibley, I begin to recognize the truth.” 

** Aha! that’s good.” 

“This fellow Drew has. the proceeds of his robbery.’’ 

"Very likely.”’ . 

“*T see it all. This fellow has bribed you.”’ 

‘* No—no, Mr. Fellman, I’ve never seen the fellow; but I can 
tell you the devil or some one else is on his side; but the devil can 
never prevail if you are all.right. Mark my words, if there is any- 
thing crooked, there is trouble ahead for you, that’s all.’’ 

‘** You followed that woman?”’ 

“Tt did.’ 

** You had a talk with her?’’ 

Thad, 

** She’s evidently turned your head.” 

“ T should say she had; and she can turn herself inside out,’ She 
can be a man of & Woman just as she chooses,’’ 

** Ah, I see! She works a disguise,’’ 

“You may call it a disguise, the change business; maybe it is: 
but it beats anything I ever saw. Now let me tell you, [ thought 
it a good scheme to have her arrested by the poli¢e, You know ny 
did not want the bother, I ordered a roundsman to arrest her,” 

** Did he do it?” 

“Did he? Well, he attempted to put his hand on her, and the 
next instant he was rolling in the street, and the woman disap: 
pears night before our eyes, went up into thin alr like a bursting 
mibble, It beat anything L ever saw; and she says she'll haunt 
you. She'll keep her word, Lam glad lam not you. J'd never 
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want to be haunted by that woman. She is more than human. 
She’ll make you see things before you get through,” 

** Am I to understand that you retire from my service?” 

‘*No; Iam doing you a good service now.»’ 

« But you appear to be afraid of this woman.”’ 

‘‘T am not afraid; [am only preparing you for what you have to 
meet.’’ ; 

‘Tell me just what you are getting at.” 

‘‘T'}l see you to-morrow. We'll talk matters over and arrange 
our plans.”’ ; , 

“Very well; I will meet you to-morrow; but I tell you now, if 
you are scared off, I will secure the services of a man who will not 
be frightened by a woman.” 

“That's all right. Good-night. I’ll meet you to-morrow.” 
\ The two men separated, and Fellman started for his home. The 
man was a bachelor, and had apartments in a well-known apart- 
ment house. As Fellman walked along, he began to think matters 
over. It was the first intimation he had ever received that Drew 
was an innocent man, and that he was himself the real culprit. 

‘‘This fellow Drew has commenced to fight back,’’ he said. 


’ 


i; ‘Well, well! it’s a good game. I will run him down now. I’ve 

been keeping things ‘moving only a little just to scare him off; but 
, now—well, I'll have him in jail for a long term pretty soon, or I'll 
‘i sell out for a fool.”’ 


; ‘* You’ll sell out for a fool!’’ came an echoing voice. 

Fellman stopped short and looked around. He did not see a soul] 
Pe near him. He began to feel a little uncomfortable, and he mut- 
+ - tered: } 
.) ‘“‘T thought [ heard a voice, but I must have imagined it, as no 

one is near.”’ 

He ‘started to walk on again, when a second time he heard a 
_, voice say: : 
+ ‘** You'll sell out for a fool!”’ = 
~ Again he looked around.. He saw no one, but he was sure he 
i, had heard the voice. He walked on, muttering: - 
' © Hang it! am I getting nervous or bewitched? ‘ 
% He had gone but a little way when the woman who had met him 
; © in the earlier part of the night suddenly confronted him. 
.._-‘* Well, we meet again,”’ she said. 
‘* You here?”’ ; 
mis “Yes, Tam here; and I will be around all the time. I told you 
I would haunt you.”’ 

‘* What is your game?” 


~ **7’1] make you do justice where you have done a wrong.”’ 
_ ‘* Madame, I’ve a word to say to you.”’ ; 

Be iy pALRrIgnt.,” 

, , ‘* What’s your price?” 


** What do you mean?’ 
‘*T see you are in to black-mail me. I do not want any trouble 


Ee with a woman. I will settle with you, and have done with it.” 

vr » “That's all I want.”’ : 
‘G, ‘* What are your terms?” , 
. ** Your confession.” 
an _ ‘** What would you have me confess?” | 
4, ‘* That Drew is innocent, and that you are the robber.”’ 
, ‘The man laughed, and the woman laughed back in a mocking |» 
oe manner, a 

ot ** You are asking a big price, I see. Come, come, let’s have your 
a figure.”’ : 
o> ‘" ‘* All the money you stole would not buy me.’’ | 
ee e, ** T’ll give you a thousand dollars on one condition.” 

p ** What is the condition?” a, - | 

‘ ‘‘ That I never see or hear from you again.”’ 

omy ‘* How do you know that when I got the first thousand I wonld 
zs not soon want the second?” ’ 

iar | ‘J will arrange for that.’’ | 

an ‘* Fellman, there is but one way for you ever again to have peace 
aes of mind.”’ ad 


“* Indeed!”’ , 
‘* What I tell you is true. You can do justice now; refuse, and 
T’l] haunt you into a prison.” 


. 





CHAPTER XVII. 


THERE followed a moment’s silence, and during that time Fell- 
man formed a plan in his mind. He said at length: 
“~~ ‘‘T do not desire to be haunted.”’ 

** You will be unless you do justice.”’ : 

“TL inust have time to think matters over. Iam sorry for Drew. 
lam willing to get him out of his trouble if I can.”’ 

“That is the only thing you can do to escape trouble yourself. 

. Clear him, and you will be left to repent at leisure. Refuse, and I 
will haunt you into a jail.’ 

“Will you give me time to think?” 

“I will.” 

“* Will you come to my house and talk matters over finally?” 

Joe quickly thought the matter over, and said: 

** F will meet you anywhere you say.” 

Fellman mentioned a house and its number, and asked: 

*“ Will you come there to-morrow night?” 

**T will.’”’ ¥ 

“Then good-night. To-morrow night I will have decided what 
I Will do, and I will give you a final answer,’’ 

Fellman walked away. He reached his home, sat down, and 
revolved over the whole situation, and a little later a man was 
pepered into his presence. 

sen ‘you,’ sai , ig visi “ 
sieilo eer tor ee Fellman to his visitor, ‘‘ because I have a 
“All right; I am here,” 
“ There is a conspiracy to black-mail me,” 
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: he determined to adopt a bold scheme, © TH 
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‘“‘T have arranged for her to meet me at a house that belongs to — 
me to-morrow night at eleven. It is a furnished house, Pes Dn 
have it lighted up. I want you and one of ‘your partners to be — 
present, » You will overhear the woman’s proposition. 1 will draw 
her out. We will get all the evidence we need—get a dead open 
and shut cise against her. Atasignal from me you will rushin _ 
and seize her. I will prefer charges against her, prove them, and 
send her up out of the way, and her arrest will strike terror in O ae 
the hearts of the others—those who are behind her.’’ eae 













Was 

‘Tt is an excellent plan.’’ ig} Sao 
‘eo : ” ; ‘ o (ASE. 
We can carry it out? : ; or 

6c Sure.”’ F x ¥i > 
‘* Will you need a warrant?”’ ' | ae 


‘“ We can arrange to trap her into a demonstration that will w: 
rant her arrest on the spot.’’  % 
‘* All right; you see me to-morrow and we will arrange the whole __ 
matter. ’’ 2 ms ; 
\ “T will meet you.” na 
The man went away. Fellman sat for a long time thinking — 
matters over, and finally he muttered: mere 
‘‘Bah! I’ve nothing to fear. That man is seeking toterrify 
me. What a fool he is! Hang him! he might as well try to bore — fh 
his way through a mountain as to attempt ever to fix Ais crimeon _ 
me. And that daughter of hiss Well, well! it’s strange whata 
hold she has taken upon me! And it’s strange how she hates me; _ 
but we shall see. Let me once capture her father and land him in | 
jail, and I reckon I’ll fix her. But this woman who is pursuing 
me, she is a remarkable creature. Who can she be? Where does — 
she come from?’’ oi , ™ 
The man had just uttered the words, when the door of his room ._— 
opened, and the very person he was thinking and talking about | 
entered the room, Fellman glared in amazement. wo 
‘Great Scott!’’ he cried. ‘*‘ Where did youecome from? How 
dare you enter my house?’’ - ee (7 
‘‘There is something I forgot to tell you; I wanted you to hear 
it to-night, so I came here.”’ / OC eae Me 
‘You are very bold.”’ s v 
‘You have no idea as to my boldness, yet you willlearn later 
on.”’ ; ee 
‘* Proceed.”’ > ae 
‘*I forgot to tell you that I have all the proofs of your guilt, and = 
I thought I’d inform you, as the information might in some meas- 
ure control your decision.”’ aig } * ao 
‘‘My good woman, you are’taking great chances. Howdid you 
learn where I reside?”’ 2 Yes ake 
‘*Ah, I know all about you. I am a mind-reader. I am 
possessed of powers that enable me to enter where I choose, to — , 
come when I please, to go where I please. And nowthatIhave 
given you all the information required, I will go; but first let me ‘ 
whisper something in your ear.”’ as fix - 
Joe got-close to the man, close enough to work his controlling 
influence, which was not the hypnotic secret alone, but his power 
through a natural means to blind the senses of his victims, and 
temporarily blind their sight. \ ‘ 
He controlled Fellman, The man fell off intoa momentary un- 
consciousness, as the detective had been controlled; and when he © 
recovered from the spell, he was alone. He rubbed his eyes, 
looked around in a wondering manner, then laughed, and ex- 
claimed: oe Bs ie 
“Well, well! that was the most vivid dream I ever had in my life. 
I must have dropped off into a sleep. I could have swornthat 
woman actually entered this room and talked to me. ‘If I can 
dream that way, she will haunt me indeed. But, pshaw! it’s all 
nonsense. I’ve become possessed by her, bewitched;.but to-mor- 
row night I’ll fix her, and put her where she can not hauntme.~ 
But it was indeed a very wonderful dream. I will look out and 
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The man drank off a little spirits, and sat thinking foralong | 
time. mp 
Joe left the house, and before stepping out to the street he dis- . 
carded his female disguise, and when walking along indulged ina _ 


little meditation, and muttered: é ’ wi 
‘‘It is going to bea hard job to force that man into a position — 
that will compel him to do justice.”’ aa 


The young man was still meditating, when he saw two men ap- 
proaching, and between them was a lady. As they passed, our 
hero made several very startling discoveries. He discovered that 
the lady was under arrest, that she was very pretty, and that she 
was weeping. He also observed that she walked along without 
offering any resistance. : 

It was a very stirring incident. Joe was young, and in one way 
very susceptible; the tears of a handsome young woman went 
straight to his heart. He concluded the girl was innocent, and 
wondered what misfortune had-led to her arrest. A moment he 
stood and watched the trio as they walked along, and there came 
over him a desire to learn the dccasion of the arrest. ' 

‘Poor girl!’”’ he muttered, ‘‘a victim, 1 suppose, of some mi 
take. Well, well! how much misery and misfortune one will ruy 
against in a great city like New York. I’ve nothing to do; [ll 
follow up this affair,’’ ; 

a ‘ ° 


CHAPTER XVIII, 


Jor determined to rescue the girl. He did not efre whethe 
was guilty or innocent. He had discovered that she Was young 9 
beautiful. Having decided to free her, the question was present 
how should he go about it? He finally decid h | 
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ose, he ran forward 
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» aud demanded: : 
are you doing with that young fady?”" 

and one of them demanded, in an angry 


touched one gt 


» a hd 
ew i ase a 
. 
‘ on t } le 
a : « }) i 
the ) Came to a hal 
oy : ~ 


What is it.to you why we hold this young 


: ag reat de nto me.” . - 
Fell, you ma about your business, 
Seueetie ante 
. a & shield. He was not a detective, 
aking, but a ward officer detailed on special dut 


* Ob ou can’t come that on me. I've seen that trick played 


“ tive him a tap, Ike,’” said the man, addressing his comrade. 
Yhe let go his hold upon the young lady, drew a club, and 
nade a“ at Joe. The latter jumped to one side. He did 
n @ the man, but somehow he appeared to lose consciousness, 
he reeled back, and if Joe had not caught hold of him he would 
fallen to the sidewalk. Our hero let him down easy. The 
t ' meantime also let go his hold on the woman, and the 

moment the latter discovered that she was free she darted away. 

> officer did not stop to attend to Joe. He uttered a curse, 
and started after the fleeing girl, Joe started also, and he managed 
4 opera ened policeman. He threw out his foot-in such a way 
as trip his man, and down he went, and he was alone in the 


or ,ou'll keep the 


properly 


Rn 
“a> 


‘The officer had a bad fall. It was some minutes before he re- 
_ gained his feet, then his partner was beside him. The latter 
had reco d m the spell under which he had been thrown. 
_ He helped his partner to his feet. : 
ss What happened, Ike?” \ ; 
_ *“* We've been beat, that’s all. One of her pals must have fallen 
_ to the capture, and he’s got her away.”’ : 
The men looked around, and then one of them said: 
_ “ We must follow.”’ 
“* That’s all right; but she’s off, 
down ’em if we see ’em. 


you bet.’’ \ 

‘We'll a 

“Be we won't see "em again to-night.’ 
? ; / 
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—* co Ss 
rn - a ; s isa rough go on us, old man.” — be 
oe Well, you see, we lacked experience. We'll know better next 


et ’ -* 

_“* We had her all right.”’ 
. We did.’’ ; © 
_** Well, she’s gone.”’ _ i 4 
_“ By all that’s marvelous, but it was a clean beat on us!’’ 
_ “The cleanest thing that ever happened in New York.” 
While the two officers were discussing over their mishap, our 
hero was keeping up his pursuit of the girl, and he soon came upon 

her. She fete, drew a pistol], and aimed it at him, but before 

pulled the trigger, she recognized Joe, and shocked him by ex- 


You bet they’ve got to 


* 


im 


_ ** Halloo, chummie! is it you?” ‘ 
Joe was taken all aback. ‘‘ Halloo, chummie!’’ was not the 
salutation he had expected. 
_ Joe walked up to her. She looked behind her, and not seeing a 
pursue! , said: : 
cf “ You did it well, chummie, Good-night. Some day I’ll see you 
ou a9 — « 


“Hold on; you can thank me now.”’ : 
___Joe was interested. He was shocked, and yet he was charmed. 
He ‘brought the girl to a halt under a street-lamp. He 
saw her ; 
bewitching face he had ever beheld. He took in the fact at a 
~ **T want to have a talk with you,” said our hero. 
_ “*T’ve no time to-night. I am obliged to you, all the same.”’ 
_ “That's all right; but 1 want to talk with you.” | 
_ “ You needn’t waste any time on me. You’re mistaken.” =, 
“T think I made a grievous mistake; but you are going to have 
a talk with me, all the same.”’ : 
The beautiful creature flashed a searching glance upon the young 
_ man, and the latter had full opportunity to'study her wondrously 
be utifal face. She was a blonde; her complexion was beautiful, 
and without paint; her eyes were the purest blue be had ever seén 
fn a haman bead, and illumived the most strikingly lovely features. 
** What's the matter with you?’ she said. 
_ “ Let's understand each other.”” _ 
nas %," 5 


| ou away from the cops. 
. ee did, chummie, and you did it well. 


ef Yes, I like you.’ , 
You can do me favor.’ 
The girl me\iated a moment, and then said; 


- a ou can do me a favor.” 
Tiini I can,” pF 
“ What do you know about me? 


“sg walk on. Thove fellows may come 
the x 


mange peatde the strange girl. 
asked; 
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You’re a dandy, you 


prowling round and 


They walked a litile way, 
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face, and she was beautiful; indeed, she had the most> 
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T want to have a long talk with you, 
stand on the street,” 
—“*T don’t know what to do with you, old man; 
shake you?"’ 
‘No, L will not let you shake me,”’ said Joe, \ Ky 3 


It is dangerous for us to 


you won't let me 
é 


i. \ 
CHAPTER XIX, . ? 

‘“ Wuar do you want, anyhow?’’ came the question. 

“I’ve struck the oddest animal I ever met in all my life. I want 
to find out 4o what species it belongs, that’s what [ want.’ 

The girl laughed merrily, and her laugh was like rippling music, - 

Joe was charmed, fascinated, bewildered, 

“* Are you a human being?” he asked, 

“Well, you are a queer chap! What do you think—do you 
suspect I am an, angel from—eh, what’s the bad place where 
wicked people go, while all the time they don’t want to go?” 

‘* Will you let me go to your home with you?” 

“Well, you are awfully persuasive; that pleading tone should 
win a favorable answer from any one; but when you get to that 
corner you flit, will you?” , 

“You really mean to shake me?’’ 

‘“'That’s what I mean.’’ ' 

“*T won't be shaken.”’ 

“‘ See here, young man, 

“TI think I do.” 

“Oh, certainly; but you don’t.’’ 

The girl stopped short, but in a moment resumed, and for the 
first time spoke in a serious tone, and said: ; 
““'You said I was a strange animal; you are rieht; but you can 
never class-me. You are only running into peril when you ‘insist 
upon acompanying me. Go to your home—go to your home. 
Forget you ever saw me.” : 

‘*T will follow you until I know who you are, until I know why 
you were arrested.”’ 

They had reached the corner the young lady had designated as 
their parting place, and she stopped, and said: v 

“*T was arrested because I am a thief.’ ; 

““That is, they think you are a thief. But no, no: it is all a 
mistake, * . 

‘‘No, it is not a mistake. I am a thief—yes, a regular thief. 
I’ve escaped this time, but some day they will catch me, and there 
_ will be no brave young hero at hand to rescue me, and then the end 

will come,” ~ 

“‘T know you are not a thief.”’ 

“* How do you know that?’ 1; 

‘“‘ If you were a thief, you would not be so willing to confess it.” 


ie 
‘ 


you don’t know what you are doing.” 


‘Tf Tam not a thief, why did the officers arrest me?” » , 
“Tt is alla mistake.’’ * 4 
‘* How do you know it is all.a mistake?’’. ‘ 

‘* My heart tells me so.”’ ; ‘ 


“Shoot your heart! It’s deceiving you, young man—yes, it’s 
deceiving you. I am a thief. Some day I will be caught; some 
day I will be sent up, and then the end will come.’’ f 

*“T’d rather trust my heart than your words.”’ 

\““You’re too good and trusting to live. Yes; go home, young 
man—go home. You will be contaminated if you stay longer 
talking to me—you, a goody-goody, and I—well, you know what I 


7 


am. Good-night. We part here.” 

‘You are determined to shake me?’’ 

‘Yes; Lam determined to shake you. Good-night.”” _ 

“‘Good-night,’’ said Joe; and the strange, beautiful creature 
stepped away from him. 

Joe stood looking after her. In all his career he had never met 
so beautiful, so strange and contradictory a creature. 

The girl, for she was a girl, passed on. Once she turned and 

looked back, and saw Joe still standing and gazing wistfully after 
her. ; 
Our hero had determined as to what he would do, He waited 
until she had passed from sight, then he looked around. . No one 
was near. Quick as lightning he worked bis wonderful transform, 
The young man vanished, and in his place there stood a figure that 
looked like a woman. : 

It may seem strange to our readers that a man could in a few 
moments change in appearance from aman to a woman, and we 
will say that the moderna art of disguise can be so utilized to work 
changes that are simply marvelous. Most of our city readers have 
seen changes upon the stage by well-known actors, It is a common 
thing. One of our most prominent actresses, in a well-known play, 
‘works a transform on the stage right in the presence of the aude 
ence. She appears in a combination dress, and the change is 
quickly done. Some years ago there was a noted variety actress 
who could change in dress from a male to a female in appearance, 
and vice versd ; and many years ago there was a well-known singer 
who, by just turning around, could accomplish the change, Our 





hero wore a combination dress—one he had spent much time and |} © 
ingenuity upon—and he had done his work so well} it required 
but two minutes at any time for him to work the transformation. 

As stated, Joe soon got upon the track of the strange girl who 
had so bewildered him, She had proclaimed herself a thief, He 
did not believe ber declaration, He did believe, however, that 
there was some deep mystery connected with her, and he was 
resolved to follow her up and learn in what the anystery consisted, 
Hé was set to run the trail to learn ler secret, and we cah say in 
advance that he succeeded, 

—— = 4 
CHAPTER XX, ' 4 


Jon was led quite a chase, te finally concluded the girl sua 
pected a shadow, and was seeking to make sure ef throwing & 


a 


ee 


as ‘©Come, my child; sit down. I want to talk with you.”’ 

‘s ‘“ How dare you force yourself into this room? 

¥ “Sit down, and I will explain.”’ 

i ‘¢ Will you explain?” 

“* Yes.. Iam your friend.”’ 

AM ‘‘T never saw you before. y Mv aay 

io At that instant a step was heard in the hall, The girl turned pale. 

oe ‘See, you need me here. You have been pursued.” 
As Joe spoke he ran to the door, and looking out, said: 

) _“ That will give us time.” j 

_ ** "What does all this mean.”’ , , 
‘You have been pursued. Do you wish to be captured? 
ce No.”’ 

‘* Then hide in the other room, and leave all to me, Do not fear; 
they shall not capture you. Iwill save you. Go quick; go into 
the other room, Lock the door on the inside. You can watch 
and listen. Do not be surprised at anything that may occur. They 

; shall not capture you. Leave all to me. 1 am your friend.” 

a The girl did go into the adjoining room, and Joe heard the key 

oh turn in the lock, and the next instant there came a rap at the door. 

. He did not answer. There came a second rap, and he demanded: 

| ; ‘* Who is there?’’ raw 

3 ‘* Open the door, or we will break it in.” 

. ‘Wait a minute, and I will, I hear men’s voices. I will pre- 

. pare to receive you.” , i 

’ There followed an interval of silence, and after a bit our hero 

: crossed the room and opened the door, but previously he had 

a added to his disguise, and he looked liked an old, old woman. 

aye -Two men stood on the threshold. 

r “What do you want?” | ; 

. : “The two men forced themselves into the room. 

i “Well, old woman, where is she ?”’ 

* ‘* Where is who?” 

f, “* Where is Ella?’’ : 

iy ae you men have made a mistake. My name is not 

; a. 

S One of the men whispered to the other, and the man advanced 

- a step toward the seeming old woman. 

3) “Hold! Do not approach me. You may come at your peril. 

cos, Sit down, and I will talk with you, and learn what this intrusion 

net means.”’ 

ty The man did take a seat, and he asked: 

c *« Who are you?” 7 
*““T am a lineal descendant of the Witch of Endor. I am a 
seventh daughter of the seventh daughter. Iama woman. I do 
not fear you men. But look out, or that dog may bite you.” 

As the old woman spoke, there came a growl, and it seemed to 

we come from under the chair where the man sat. He leaped to his 
feet and looked under the chair. There was uo dog there. He 

. appeared surprised, ‘To the second man, who had also seated him- 
) self, the old woman said: 

‘* Look out for that cat, or she will scratch you.” 

Man Number Two leaped to his feet. He looked under his chair, 
and saw no cat. 

“Oh, you need not look for the dog and cat, you can’t see them 
They are invisible. They are only ghosts, but they can bite and 
scratch all the same. You had better Jook out.’’ 

“See here, old woman, we don’t want any more of your non- 

Sense. We are here on business. We want the girl, and we'll 
have her!”’ cn 
CHAPTER XXI. 

‘On, what two valiant men you are! You come here, force 
yourself into the room of a lone old woman, and become persistent 
and impertinent; but you don’t know where you are. You don’t 
know What you risk, You don’t know what peril you are in, 
ape are surrounded on every hand by snakes and tigers, and 
1ons and cats, and dogs, and all manner of vicious and deadly 
Seine You had better go off while you have a chance,”’ 1 
ee two men greeted the old woman’s statement with derisive 

seg ‘ ’ 

‘ ‘So you don’t believe me, eh? Well, do you hear that serpent 
hissing at your fect? Do you hear the ratile? Look out, er she 
will spring at you, and you'are a dead man!” i 
Bie.» da 
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Finally, however, she turned in a door-way. The detective ran 
rd’ and learned that she had entered the side door of an old 


ward ¢ : ) 
e the lower part of which was occupied as a lager- 


two-story puilding, 


beer saloon. 
Our hero did not take long to make up his mind as to his course 


of action. He had little difficulty in gaining an entrance. He 
stole up the stairs. A light shone from under the door of ee 
in the front. He went to the door and peeped in. Phe girl hac 
not removed her hat; she had thrown herself into a chair, and Joe 
had a chance to behold her under a bright light, and he was 
charmed. She was indeed a wondrously beautiful girl. | t 
The young man did not wait long. He rapped on the door while 
he kept his eye to the key-hole. He saw the girl start; her ba 
ful eyes distended, her face paled, and she looked like a startle 
angel; but she neither spoke nor moved. 
Again the young man rapped at the door, And the look of terror 
became more marked and pronounced on her lovely face; then fol- 
lowed a look of resolution. She advanced to the door, opened it, 
and there stood dur hero disguised asa woman. The girl stared 
in amazement, but in a firm voice she demanded: 
‘“What do you want? Whoareyou?” 
Joe stepped into the room, crowding the girl back. 
fingers to his lips in a warning manner, and whispered: 
‘* Sit down.” 
- The girl did not obey, but Joe took a seat. He glanced around 
the room; it was comfortably furnished. 


He put his 
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The old woman’s tone and manner were strikir and dre 
he men did hear the hiss of a snake and the rattle-of the 
rattler. They turned pale, and both rose to their feet. 
“Come, you had better go.”’ ; " ee 
‘She is an old witch!’ said one of the men. eee 
“Witch be hanged!” said the other, “‘She is play ng 8. 
Come, old woman, where is the girl?” : Aes. 


—— 


L 


‘“What girl?’’ ah _ 9. = Ae 

‘¢ Ella.” oA 4 ie 
“ And you think there is a girl here named Ella? ye 
“Yes, we know there is a girl here named Hila. ot 

‘* Tell me about her.”’ J ‘eee 

“‘T reckon you know as much about her as we do. s 

The old lady rose, and went toward the man. She looked in k 


eyes, and demanded: | th 
‘« Are you really telling me the truth?” fF ee et 
Her question was a pretense. She only desired to get near him, 
in order to put him under her strange influence. ‘The man 
quickly succumbed, and rolled from his chair to the floor, Th 
second man gazed in amazement. He rose to his feet and stared, 
and as the old woman approached him, he threw up his hands and 
waved her back. She laughed in a wild, weird manner; then she 
returned and made several passes over the head of the man who 
had fallen to the floor. He revived, and with a bewildered look — 
on his face, rose to his feet. Ten ‘ ann 
‘* Sit down,’’ said the old woman, nts Ce as 
The man obeyed. He appeared to have lost all control of him- 


x 3 
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‘Tell me why you came here—tell me all, or you areadead — 
man,’’ ' 
‘“We came here to arrest a girl named Ella.”’ | 
“ Who is this girl Ella?” pie gee 
“* She is a thief and confidence woman.” 
“* What does she look like?” . 
“An angel.” : 
‘* How do you know she lives here?’’ 
‘We have been on her track. We trailed her to this house.” 
‘‘ Tf you trailed her to this house, why did you not arrest her?’ 
“She dodged us.””—_. < 
‘* And why did you come here at this hour?”’ 
“‘ We supposed she would be sure to be at home.” . 


‘‘ You say she is a thief?’” ‘in 
‘Yes. o . ros 
‘* And you are sure you have not been deceived?”’ hagas % 


‘* We are sure we have not been deceived.”’ a Sage ee 
“‘In one thing ,you have been deceived. You have trailed the — 
wrong person. "ihis is my home. I tell you Iam an old witch. — 
Sometimes I go forth as a young girl. 
your thier. oti) Me, ~ te 
The two men gazed at each other, and exchanged glances. They 
were recovering from the spell of terror that had rested on them. 
One of them suddenly leaped forward to seize the old woman, and 
the next instant he lay sprawling upon the floor. Hedid notknow | 
ve had struck him; he did not feel anything, as he afterward 
stated. | ‘ ): eee 4 
The man rose to his feet. He was subdued. Both men were 
bewildered; they had never run across anything so strange before. — ; 
** Sit down!”’ said the old woman to the man. . ee 
He obeyed. . ay > 
¥ reckon you’re right, old woman,’’ said Number One. ~ Re 
oe ow?’’ P wa ie ae a) 
** We've struck the wrong house; we'll go away.”’ Doe yaa 
“No, you will not go away; you are here, and here you will | 
stay. Imay need your bodies; I think I am. running out of my ee 
supply. Yes, I think, as you have come here, I will take ad- — 
vantage of my good luck and keep you.”’ 5 SUR 


The men were well scared; and it was no wonder, for they were oi 
under a weird and mysterious influence.’ They fully realized it. 
““ We will go; we have made a mistake.”’ - Sst glen ae 
,* You will not go until I permit you. I’ve some questions to ask 
you, and.t want to know who this woman is—this Ella youarein 
search of. Come, tell me.’’ Lt, ‘ : 
‘* She is a thief.” : ; 47 
‘« Whom did she rob?” le 
““ An old lady with whom she was staying asa companion.” 
‘“‘ And the old lady makes the charge?’’ ee 
“Yes; and she has’ been proven to be a regular thief. She has — 
acted as the decoy for a notorious burglar. _She is one of the most _ 
dangerous women in New York, We can produce all the evidence, _ 
We have been after her for a long time. We thought we had run 
her down. We must have been fooled, unless—’’ ue 
The man stopped short. . 
‘* Unless what?’’ 
‘ T will not say now.” i 
‘“T suspect what you mean. You think I am Ella?” ae 
** 1 didn’t say so.” . Sah 
“That is what you suspect. You can not deceive me. Iam ar 
old witch. Ican read your mind, I will give you proof. TI can 
Peering where you can not. I can get evidence from the air 
asten! 
‘The old woman Jooked upward, and asked: a 
‘* Do these men suspect me?” : ; 
ace came a voice, seemingly from the air, saying: f 
es, ; d 
The two men stared and trembled, and the old woman asket 
** What shall I do with them?” 7” 

‘* Paralyze them and.send them down to us.” 
The two men looked ghastly in SET 
asked: eh ee 

“You hear what the vo 08 Sf ya.) What sha’ 


he 


You have mistaken me for 


‘om 


> 


os 


+ 


Ps 
, ‘ Mey 
Phew : ‘ eed 
’ CL LOrPror, ANC 








* 






CHAPTER XXII 


a aes Seared men could not be found. Some of our 
l may laugh at our narrative, but it is probable that 
They have not yet come in contact with some of the weird experi- 
enoes such as we relate, and we will here say to them, quoting: 

™“* There are stranger things in heaven and earth Horatio, than 
eer dreamed of in thy philosophy.’ ” . 

= i us go,"’ said one of the men. 

no—eh, nol” came the answer. “ This is 
ehance. You came here for fun.”’ aie 

She approached the second man, and looking him in the face, 
threw him under the strange spell by a wave of her hand. from 
which she let free the subtile drug or gas that caused him to roll 
over helpless as the other man had done. : 

_ “ We have made a mistake; but let us go away,’’ said Number 
One, as his companion was permitted to regain control of himself. 

“ Yes, if I let you men go you will make trouble for me; not 
that I fear you, but I do not like trouble.”’ 

** We will never mention our visit here.”’ 

** Let me say one word: if Iam ever again annoyed by you two 
men, I will follow you up. I will claim you and’ make you my 
victims. You can not hide from me. 1 bind you to secrecy, and 
if you fail in your promise, woe unto you both! Do you hear that 
serpent?” : 

Again there came a hissing sound followed by a rattle: then the 
old woman seized both men by the hands, and both commenced to 
writhe and wriggle as a subtile influence ran through their veins. 

* Now go!"’ came the command. 


The two men hastened from the room. They rushed down the 
stairs, and once on the street, they turned and looked up at the 
windows of the apartment. 

** 1t’s the devil's imp!”’ 

*‘ No, it is not the devil’s imp; it is some old woman who has 
secret powers, and we’ll get her yet.”’ 

“* Will you go back on your word?’’ 

“Will I? You bet! Iwas up to it all the time, but I didn’t 
Know what she might do, and I was glad to get out.”’ 

“* You heard the voices?”’ _ 

“Yes; her voice. She is a ventriloquist, but the way she hyp- 
notized us, that’s what I feared. Hang her! but she is against the 
deck.”’ : 

** But the shock she sent through us?” 

“Oh, I didn’t mind that. She had a battery up her sleeve. 
That’s all easy enough. All I feared was her power to make me 
unconscious; that is what I couldn’t get on to. Hang her! she 
could have served us out at will while she had us under that spell.” 

** And what will we do?” 

** Say nothing, and ‘ lay low. 

** Do you still think the girl is there?’’ 

“* Yes, I do; and the old witch is her backer.’’ 

“* How can we get her?””—* 

““We will ‘lay low,’ say nothing, and watch. The girl will 
come forth some day, and we will jump in and take her. That 
was my idea at first. You were the cne to propose going into the 
house.”’ 

“Who would have thought we would have run against such an 
old witch?”’ 

** No one; but we did.”’ 

** And her vengeance?’’ 

** Oh, that’s all guff. We don't mind that, now we are beyond 
her influence.”’ 

** But if she is backing up the girl, we should arrest her also.”’ 

**We will in time. you -bet; but she has everything fixed up 
there in her rooms. I would have gone against her, but we don’t 
want any noise; so I thought it better to get out the best we could. 
Butewe'll get at the bottom of it all in time.”’ 

** Will you lay around there to-night?” : 

“‘To-night? Why, man dear, it’s almost morning now; so we'll 
lay off, and come again.”’ ( 

The two men walked off, and in the meantime Joe, with a laugh, 
called to the beautiful Ella. The latter came into the room looking 
as bewildered as the two men had looked when the pretended old 
witch held them by the hands and sent the electric shock coursing 
through their nerves. 

** Did you listen?’ said Joe. 

“1 dia.” 


>> 


* Well, I got rid of them.”’ ue 
“You did. Who and what are you? And how is it you are 
e7”’ 


** We will come to that later on. Iam your friend,” 

“ But you heard what they said?’ 

“I did; but it was not true.”’ 

What they told you is the truth.” ; 

“Excuse me. One as beautiful and innocent-looking as you can 

. ef.”’ 
we et om a thief—a professional thief. 
thieves. I am a decoy. 1 did rob the old lady. 
qe? o 
7 What strange series of incidents has made you a thief?” 

“tt does not matter. 1 owe much to you; but it will come 
soomer or later, 1 will be arrested, I will be sent to jail, and I do 
pot care, 1 will not rush into an arrest; but it will come—yes, it 
ill come.” 

“4 do not understand it. 

*¢ 3t be all true.”’ 


I associate with 
It is all true— 


J am amazed,”’ 
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CHAPTER XXIIL. - 
1” he asked. 
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Will you tell me who you are? You are undera disguise. You 
are not an old woman, as youappear, You are the young man who 
rescued me." 

‘* Tow do you know I am?’ 

“You just admitted the fact. 


the off 7 You said you rescued me from 
the officers.’ 


‘ 
Joe laughed, tore off his disguise, and appeared as he had looked » 


when he made the rescue, and said: 

** Now you know whol am. Come, tell me your story,” 

The girl meditated a moment, and then said: 

“I don’t know as it makes much difference. 
have proven yourself my friend,” 

“*T have, and I will.”’ 

** Why should you?” 

‘‘ Because I believe in my heart you have been unfortunate. I 
do not believe you are, what you call yourself, from choice.”’ 

The beautiful girl suddenly burst into tears. 

“Then I know my judgment is correct. Come; you and I will 
be friends, and I will save you,”’ ji 

** You can not blot out my past life.” 

*“Let me try.”’ 

“You are an enthusiastic young man. 
can not aid more than you have done. 
ever met. I will take care of myself. 
yes, the end will come.’’ 

The concluding words were spoken in tones of deep sadness. 

“*T can aid you further,’’ said Joe. 

*“ How?”’ 

** Well, I can:”’ 

“* What can you save me from?”’ 

“* The necessity of being a thief.’’ . 

“You do not know what you promise.” — 

AY OS. 1bdG. © 

«Who are you ?—tell me,”’ 

“Tam an orphan; I was early thrown upon my Own resources; 
my parents were circus people, and—’’ 

There came a change over the tace of the girl; her eyes burned 
with an eager look, and she muttered: 

“* How strange!’’ 

“* What is strange?”’ 

i . My mother was a circus-rideer. She was’ killed by a vicious 
orse. 7 

‘* These are facts that should make us friends.’’ 

‘‘ My father I never knew; my mother was a circus-rider; she 
was killed, and I was adopted by a young married couple, who 
followed the circus, selling candy. I was but three years old. 
They brought me up as their own child; but when I became old 
enough, they told me the truth as concerned my parentage. My 
adopted father spent a great deal of money on my education. His 
wife died a few years ago. He sent me to a fashionable school. I 
seldom saw him, but he provided me with every luxury. He isa 
noble man. He met with an accident; he is stone-blind, He is 
helpless, and dependent upon me. He owns a little place up in’ 
the country. He had accumulated the money to buy it. He 
owned it free and clear. He did not let me know when misfortune 
overtook him. He mortgaged the place and kept me at school. 
When I finished my course and came to his home, I learned the 
truth. The mortgage was coming due. He moaned over his mis- 
fortunes. I secured a situation as companion to an old lady. She 
was very rich and very miserly, An opportunity offered; I stole 
the money from her to pay off the mortgage on my poor blind 
father’s farm, Iam a thief; and now you knowall.”’ 

** How long ago was it since you committed the robbery?” 

““ Over six months ago.” 

*“ Why did you not return to your father?” 

‘J have been a fugitive ever since.’ 2 

‘* Does he know you stole the money?’ 

““No. He thinks the money was loaned to me. 
still a lady’s companion.”’ 

‘* What was the amount you appropriated?”’ 

** Fifteen hundred dollars.’’ 

** And what have you done since?”’ 

‘**T have been dodging the police.”’ 

“* How have you managed to live?”’ 

“Tam a female burglar.” 

Joe gazed in amazement. 

** Have you ever committed any burglaries?’’ 

Seen Onces. ! 

“* Tlave you associated with thieves?”’ 

‘*T aided in a bank robbery.”’ 

* How?”’ 

‘*T acted as the decoy.”’ 

‘** And do the police know this?”’ 

‘* They think J was associated with the robbers, 
ing to arrest me in order to make me confess.’’ 

** Was the robbery successful?”’ 

4é Yes. ” 

** Was there a large sum stolen?”’ 

** No; only a few thousand dollars were secured.” 

** And did you receive your share?”’ 

PL rconivad one hundred dollars,’’ 

‘“ And these robbers are intimate with you?” 

*‘ No; tothem I am a mystery. I met them under a disguise, 
They can not identify me.” 

‘“ And why did you do this?’ 

“To send money to my poor old blind papa.’ 

** And how long have you lived here?” 

“ Ever since 1 committed the burglary. I have lived a dual 
character, but it appears that in some way L have been run down, 
I will be arrested some day, and then it will all end,” 

* What will you do when you are arrested?’ 


You certainly 


You mean well, but you 
Now go away. Forget we 
But the end will come; 


He thinks I am 


They are seek- 


f 
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” 
_**T do not know. : aay 
“You have a purpose in your mind? 


“Tyo not ask me. Ihave told youall. You see Iam unworthy. 


Maybe I will run away and commence operations in some other 
city. If I once succeed in getting a good sum, I know what I wil 


do.”’ 
‘“ What will you do?’ 
‘* Are you a thief?’’ 
“No. Now tell me what you will do.”’ 
‘© T will kill myself,’’ came the answer. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


Jor studied her face. He thought her the most beautiful, 
innocent, and frank-appearing person he had ever beheld. He 
was fascinated and really bewitched. 

‘* You shall not kill yourself,’’ he said. 

The girl smiled sadly. 

“‘ Something can be done.”’ 

The girl made no answer, 

“T will take care that you do not kill yourself, I will see that 
you are not compelled to steal any more, Yours isa sad history. 
Did you not know it was wrong to steal?” 

«‘T did; but I was mad—yes, it was in a moment of madness, 
urged by the need of my poor papa, that I first took the money 
that did not belong to me.” 

‘«There is no justification for stealing, 


’ 


> said Joe. 


9 “1 know that. Ido not attempt to defend my act. You asked 
eee me to tell you my story. I have told you all the facts, not in a spirit 
of justification, but in order to tell you the whole truth.’ ; 
re “T can not excuse or palliate dishonesty; but I will say‘that, if 

h there ever was an excuse for dishonesty, you are excusable.” 


“*T am not excusable; I do not excuse myself; I do not ask 
-. others to find an excuse for me. I was maddened and*desperate, 
3 but I knew what I was doing. I dared all the consequences, and 
| some day I will meet them.”’ 
“You never will.’’ 

; ©] do not understand you.” ‘ 
of ‘‘T can explain. I will save you from the necessity of ever 
eS sinning again. I will settle with the old woman whom you 
‘ad robbed, and I will arrange with her so that she will never follow 
: you up. We will find out the other people whom you robbed, and 
ays restore to them the value you took from them; and the bank rob- 
bers we will hand over to the police.”’ 


. 
‘* Never! no, I will never surrender those men to the police. I 


i am as guilty as they are. If they are to be surrendered, I will sur- 
render with them. 1 will never betray them.’’ 
“a ‘« You say they do not know your identity?’ 
‘« They do not.”’ 
‘4 ‘* How is that?” 

“*T met one of them by accident. Indeed, he captured me when 
fie I committed a burglary. I was disguised. He let me go, then 
St confessed that he was himself a burglar. He opened up the 
he : scheme to me to rob the bank. He assigned me the part I was 

\) to act. Iacted my part. I received my hundred dollars. I have 
: never seen them since. Iam resolved never to see them again.’’ 
ne ‘* Could they identify you?” 
geo ‘* Never.” 
ra! ** You are known as Ella?” 
? EN Cmte ; 
_ ‘* Will you tell me your real name?’’ 
) ‘Not now.”’ \ f 
; “* Must I call you Ella?” 
se Yes.” \ 
>» . — £* Will you trust me?”’ 
“‘T have trusted you. I have told you all.’’ 
** Would you like to make some money honestly?”’. 
, : ‘Tt is too late now.’’ 
ie 46 Why?” . \ 


‘‘Tam a fugitive.” 
“Suppose I fix it so you will not be a fugitive?” 
‘“You can not do it.” 
* Suppose I can?’’ 
‘‘ Tt is too late now,’’ 
‘* It is not too late, and you must let me become your brother.”’ 
‘““ Hush!”’ cried the girl; and her face became as crimson. 
“ Your dbrother,”’ added Joe, in a quiet tone. 
“You said I was a strange animal. I think you are,’’ said the 
girl, with a sad smile. ; 
‘I am. Mine has*been a strange life. Yours has. There is 
something draws us together. I tell you I am to be trusted, | I tell 
you that your life shall be saved. “Your old-papa shall be made 
comfortable, I will arrange everything, but we must get away 
from here. I will go out of the room. You shall assuine a dis- 
guise, and then we will go off together. T will put you in a place 
of safety. There you shall remain uhtil I have completed all my 
arrangements for safety,”’ 
‘* It can never be,” 
z Are you wedded to your life?’’ 
_ 2X0; but the shadow of the past is wedded to me. . I can never 
drive away the recollection of what I have been. I can never be 
thappy. I have been a thief. 1 sacrificed myself for another 
to whom I was under great obligations, T will say this for myself: 
no other Circumstances could ever have made me sin as I have 
sinned; but the shadow of gin is over me. It will never lift. 
You are kind, you mean well, but you can do nothing for me.”’ 
‘You can not drive me away. I will save you. Justice shall be 
done every one you have wronged, You shall yet be happy. 
, The shadow shall lift—it shall float away and be forever for- 
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“Oh, how kind you are!”’ . ie : Ce 

‘Tam doing my duty. I have no other object in life now unti 
you are a saved woman. In raising the shadow from over yo y 
ict in the sunshine to my own soul forever, Come, do not refuse © 

” ‘ ~ 

me. “ 
‘‘ What would you have me do?”’ ; 
“The police are onto this retreat?”’ . 
SOY OS une ; A, fon 7 
‘They will come here to arrest you. They must not suce -e 
Let me use one argument: remember your old blind papa. . 
“‘T do remember him, and it is because of him that I seek to 


























escape. Let me once assure his comfort, and I will meet my 

fate—my punishment.” | 4 oa 
‘‘ Theres one way you can make him comfortable. f bee 
‘* How?” 


‘“* By obeying me. é: 
fort without risk?” oa 
** Yes; but can it be done?” 
‘Trust me, and all will be well.’’ . : 
The girl fixed a strange longing glance upon Joe, and said: : 
**T will trust you. Yes, you know all.” Cae 


Would you not rather make sure of his com- 





CHAPTER XXV. 


‘¢OprTAINLY I know all,’’ said Joe, supplenienting the declara- 
tion of Ella, as recorded at the close of our preceding chapter. 

‘* What would you have me do?’’ aa 

Joe meditated a moment, and finally said: 

‘** You can assume a disguise?”’ ‘ . 
‘“Yes. Do you want me to assume a perfect disguise?” a 
oe Yes, ” J 

‘*T will do so.”’ 

Joe left the room. He went out into the hall. 
he muttered: 
‘‘T must be careful. She is a strange girl. She may evade me.”’ 
He stood and listened. He heard the girl moving in the room, — 


A moment later 


and again he muttered: - 
‘* Tt’s all right.”’ “ + RSE 
He heard 'a sound on the stairs. He stepped to the rail and en 
looked over. He stood, some moments. He soon returned to the s 
door of the room, however, and listened. All was still. He waited _ 
some time, and yet there came not a sound. i 


‘*T do not like this,”” he muttered, and he kno¢ked at the door. 3 
There came no answer. He knocked again, and still there came . 
no answer. He tried the door; it was locked. It did not take him © 
long to force it open, and at a glance he saw he had been tricked. — 
The girl Ella was nowhere to be seen. He passed into the adjoin- 
ing room. She was not visible anywhere. He returned to the 





front room.~ His eyes fell upon a penciled note, He seizedit, and = 

read: ; ~ . 
‘* You will forgive me. We will never meet again. Youmean 

all kindness toward me, but I am disgraced'and hopeless. Never “ 

can I be aught else but what I am and have been. Forget me. 

‘You are very kind. Yours, ' Hips ar 


“Tl never forget you, poor girl!’’ was Joe’s mutiered comment. 
He looked around in every direction, and soon solved the mystery 
as to her disappearance. She had let herself duwn to the roof of 
an extension to the adjoining hcuse. She had gained an alley-way, 
and so had escaped to the street. ; a 
““Well,’” he muttered, ‘‘I am fooled, or she is a thoroughly 3 
wicked girl, and so beautiful, it is hard to believe it, but, alas! her a 
actions seem to confirm the conclusion.’’ : n 
Joe worked a change, left the room, managed to fasten the door, 
and proceeded to the street, and it was daylight when he reached 4 
his own home, He went straight to his room and rested foralong 
time: Indeed, it was noon before he descended to the sitting-room _ i 
and met Mr. Drew and his daughter. He held a long talk with the 
father, held out‘to him great hopes, and said: 
‘TI know I will succeed, I have put in operation 
that will compel Mr. Fellman to do you justice,’’ 
““T can not hope that such good fortune will come to me.”’ te 
‘* Tt will come sooner than you think,” ‘a 
After some further talk, Joe started out for fresh adventures. — 
He went down to Wall Street. He managed to gain anentranceon *- 
the floor of the Stock Exchange. He was there for mischief. He 
had got in surreptitiously. He met Fellman, who was the active 
stock-broker of the firm. . A man approached Fellman, and said: 
‘“‘ A man is on the floor who is circulating terrible stories about 


oa 


several plans 


OU oki 

“Who is the man?’’ 

“‘T can not identify the man; but I heard 
and I heard it said: ‘ Fellman is a thief,’ ”’ 
Hellman turned pale, and answered: 


Pe reckon if you heard: such a remark you would know who 
said it.’’ 


At this moment there came a°voice saying: « 

‘“ He is a thief!’ 

Both men looked around in a startled manner, No one was near 
them, and yet both had distinctly overheard the words, 

“Tle is a thief—yes, Fellman is a thief, and he will be expos 
sooner or later!”’ 

‘Who spoke?” demanded Fellman, looking 
who had made the first ahnouncement to him. 

“I don’t Know; it's very mysterious. Some one 
pursuing you,” ee Phd 


your name mentionéd, 


at the gentlema: 


Kellman knew the man well 
knew he was not a man to le 
joke. Oa 
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man walked ways nd A moment later there came a voice in 

y's ear, saying: | 

~ ; You are a thief, and you will be exposed!” . 
- a 

Ra 
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paca me . ¥. 
e' — - ri _ ene room and went to 
me Stepped to the bar and called for brandy, 
. a large driest ein 
ie n his ears, saying: 
You are a thief, and you will be exposed.” 
F — turned round, 
uttered, ip a low tgne: 
‘* Am I bewitched?" 
‘There came a voice, saying: : 
— Yes, you ate haunted, and you will be until you own up the 
 trath and exonerate the man whom you have wronzfull\| accused,” 
_ _ Fellman drank off the brandy and left the saloon. He went to 
hi office. He sat down at his desk, and 
him, He opened it and read: 
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_ ‘* You are a thief. You will be exposed unless you do justice. 

The men to whom you sold the bonds sagt ; 

had better see them, or you are a goner, that’s all. 
-~ 


y Yours, 
a 


5 “* GRAVESTONE ”” 
~*~ ¥ \ , 
an Fellman stepped to the outer office, and asked: 
x: : 


. 
- \ 


Did any one enter my office?”’ 
__ The clerk told the.truth as far ashe knew. He had not noticed 
that an = apple-woman had entered the bank building, and had 
to the door of the private office of Mr. Fellman. ' 
_- Mr. Fellman re-entered his private office and stood and gazed 
. aghast, for there on his table lay a second note. His hand trembled 
ard his eyes distended as he read: 


_  ** You ean not escape me. I am on your track. You will be 
a followed until you confess and exonerate an innocent man.” 


ae. 


e 





= Z , ' * 


’ CHAPTER XXVI. , 
. Ir may seem strange to our readers how the two notes could be 


> 
a 


Joe had one confederate—a boy whom he had under training. 
The boy was the old apple-woman, and the same, from an adjoin- 


ander the man’s very nose. 
2 seized by a feeling of terror. He read and re-read the notes, and 
. he muttered: - 
_——- This is terrible!” Po é 
_-~—- He could not sit in his office. He determined to make an investi- 
‘e ion. He went out to the street and visited the office of a strange 
old dealer who occupied a room at the very top of one of the office 
___- buildings.’ He found the old man in his office. Fellman entered 
and closed the door. ; 

. ‘** Halloo, Mr. Fellman; you have come to see me?” 


ee 


_——s ** Yes, I have come to sée you.”’ 
¢ ‘It is time we made a settlement.”’ 
- “T do not think it can make much difference to you.” 





Ps ‘*It does make a difference to me.” _ 
: os . e How?’’ / v3 ; 
so “Tt is safe now to sell those securities. I want my portion of 
_ +» the proceeds.”* 


_ “ Ah! J see you have been talking.”’ i 
_ ** E have never talked to any one but you.” 
. “You know our-agreement?”’ 
_ ** What was our agreement?” j 
“«Those bonds were not to be sold until Drew was arrested and 
convicted.” “3 
_ “* Drew will never be arrested. ; 
“‘ That confirms my suspicion that you have entered into a con- 
against me.”’ 


> 


On 
— 


have given ycuaway. You | 


thus mysteriously conveyed; but the mystery is no mystery, after 


_ing office, managed to slip the second note on Fellman’s desk, right 


_ Fellman could not explain the mystery, however, and he was | 


ree ee ee ee 
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and as he raised the liquor to his lips, © 


YT . . . | 
Phere was no. one staading near him, 


there lay a note before | 
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_ ——s * “‘T have not entered into a conspiracy against you; but I need | 
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my money. I have met with losses. There is no risk in selling 
a; phe 7 Pit 

_ * They were not to be sold until six'months after the conviction 
of Drew.”’ ’ r 

** But Drew will never be convicted. ; 

“ He will be caught and convicted. . 1 need the money as much 
as you do, but I can not take the risk. You, of course are 
anxious, because there will be no risk to you; but it isa critical 
“moment for me, and if you are not carci 
advantage of our little deal.” 

2 ae How?’ 

“* Already there are strange rumors around, Brenneman. 

“* Who starts the rumors?” 

“ Drew, of course,”’ : 

“* He ia here in New York?” 

** fle must be.” se Sead 

“ The do you not find him ; oA 

“He Sr rcos able to evade arrest so far, but I will catch him in 
” 


“Is there any danger that our little game will be exposed?” 
“ There be no danger, unions. you talk, 


¥ er one wort a 
~ Sao pee 1 of any of those securities? 


Ate ¢ « the day will come when we 
cn 5 Wut I tell you one thing: ve day me J 
4 feat, le matger in charge. No 
meat e Cone. They are negoti- 
: Mev the; have been disposed of ong 
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ul we will lose the whole | 


are iggneenpemenescimiemen 


- open the door. 
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I have taken good care of that, 
My clerk, Drew, destroyed the record, 
There will never 


ago, They can not identify them. 
The heart is in my hands, 

Our people have given them up as a dead loss, 
be any inquiry.”’ 

“Then why can we not negotiate them?” 

‘**T have reasons,”’ ’ 

“* What are your reasons?” : 

‘* We will be all right as soon as Drew is arrested and convicted. — 
Will you rest contented for a few weeks?” ; 

Nab Wins 

“* You are sure they are all safe?’ 

‘“'They are all. safe, and in my safe, Not one has been disturbed. 
I have not even looked at them, We will do something very 
shortly, but until I decide you must lie perfectly quiet.”’ 

Fellman left the office, and we will here state that our friend 
Joe had made a most wonderful and startling discovery. 

He had offered a suggestion in one of his notes, as our readers 
will remember. He had a design in offering the suggestion, His 
little scheme had worked well. * ; 3 

Joe had been on the watch. He saw Fellman leave his office and Z 
go to the den of the man Brenneman. He followed Fellman up 
the stairs. He saw him enter his confederate’s office. He took up a 
a position at the door, and overheard every word that was spoken. 

It was the most startling and thrilling discovery he had made. He = 
had trailed down so that he had by good management secured the 2 
actual proof of Fellman’s guilt. ~ 

As stated, Joe had obtained actual proofs of the man’s guilt, and 
he felt assured that he could make the proofs good. The question 
arose in his mind, how should he proceed? He went hometohis 
own house. He asked Drew if he had a list specifically designat- 
ing the stolen bonds. He found that Drew could furnish it, 


oa 







and said: ; Sj x 
‘‘ Mr. Drew, it is but a question of a few days before you are — e 
fully exonerated.” - 


““Tt can not be possible!” 
“It is not only possible, but what I tell you will be verified to 
the letter.’’ fide \ 


J CHAPTER XXVIIL. 


JoE had the matter of Mr. Drew in hand; but there was one 
other matter that more particularly interested him. 

He was anxious to find the beautiful and unfortunate Ella. He a 
knew her by no other name. When night came he first got him- . _ 
self up again as the old witch, and visited the rooms were the girl 
had resided. He made his way to her apartments, and managed to” 


He did not stop to knock. Ata glance he saw that some one had 
been in the rooms, and upon drawing a mask-lantern, which he 
had brought with him, he discovered a note lying on the table. 

Joe opened the note, and read: 


“*T only rented these rooms furnished. Everything is settled up. 
I have removed everything that belongs to me. You need give 
yourself no trouble about what may remain in these She a 
nor need you give yourself any further trouble about me. I have 
determined to flee away. I will from henceforth heed your words, 
and lead an honest life. Nothing shall tempt me ever again to take 
what does not come honestly into my possession. We will never 
meet again. You are kind and good, but forget that you ever met 
her who will ever hold you in grateful remembrance. Ena.” 


“Well, Miss Ella, if you think you will escape in this manner, 
you are sadly mistaken. I will have our little affair settled up, 
and then—well, then I will devote my time to finding you, unless 
the police are more alert, and secure you before I am able to flee to 
your rescue and proftection.”’ , ie 

oe did not remain long in the apartments. He went down to, | 
the street. He had arranged certain plans, and it was midnight 
when he met a man, to whom he conveyed a secret message. aa 

That man was Brenneman. Joe had got himself up for the occa- — 
sion. ~ 
‘* Well, Mr. Brenneman, I see you are here.”’ ‘ 

ee Yes.’’ . ; e » 

“You received my note?”’ 

‘I received a note inviting me to meet a man who desired to see 
me on very important business.”’ 

‘* And you thought the man was Fellman?” 

Brenneman turned pale, and said: 

‘‘Do you represent Mr, Fellman?”’ 

‘* No; I represent the police department.”’ 

Brenneman began to show signs-of great uneasiness, 

“*1Do not be frightened, Mr. Brenneman. You are all right, 
particular harm will come to you unless you prove obstinate. 
you do, you will go to jail,”’ 

** You are a madman!”’ : _ 

“eA 07? 

“You certainly must be, or you have made a mistake.’’ 

‘* Your name is Brenneman?”’ 

‘‘That is my name,”’ | 

‘*¥Vou are the man who undertook to secrete the securities for | 
the rogue Fellman?”’ : 

Joe spoke in such a matter-of-fact tone, Brenneman fell right into 
the trap. 

‘fas Fellman been arrested?” he asked, 

‘‘T am not here to answer questions, Tam here to arrange with, 
you so that you Can escape the consequences of your scheme,"’ 

What scheme?” 
half a million dollars, You have the secart 
L have been a long time on the ease; I've got 
Vellmao las asked you to wait till Drew ts 
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everything down fine, 
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be disposed of, and you are to receive your portion,”’ 

‘“‘ Hellman has been arrested, and has confessed. I see it all. 
And he is trying to put the whole affair on me. Now, let me tell 
my story.”’ 

“* All right, tell your story.” 

‘* You know Fellman is a partner in one of the most respectable 
and substantial houses in the city.”’ 

‘* T Know ‘that.’ 

“Any one would trust him,’’ 

oe Yes.’ 

‘* He came to me with the securities. He asked me to keep them 
in my safe for a few days, merely as an accommodation.” 


“\ Yeu 
4 “1 put them in my safe.”’ 
. ae Yes. ” 
ie ‘* Afterward the story came out about Drew.” 
ry 1 ve Yies,”’ 
; ““T suspected I had the very securities in my safe that Drew was 


accused: of stealing. I demanded that he take them back, and 
__ then he let out the truth. He told me he had me in his power, that 
if I said one word I would be arrested as Drew’s confederate. He 
Fs said he had all the proofs. I saw I had been made the victim of a 
scheme.”’ 
tp ‘You are willing to make this statement in the presence of Mr. 
Fellman’s partners?”’ 
ral am.’’ 
“Well, it is really unnecessary, for the gentlemen have over- 
heard every word you have said to me.” 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


BRENNEMAN looked startled, but he said. 

“It is all right; I have told the truth.”’ 

“* And you will surrender the securities?” 

““T will. ‘The first thing in the morning.”’ 

““Mr. Brenneman, you are a pretty shrewd man. Let me tell 
you something. If you attempt to escape, you will be arrested. 
An officer will be on your track until the securities are surrendered. 
After that you can do as you please. You will never hear from the 
affair again.”’ 

“Can I go now?’ ; 

“You can go, sir, and I will meet you at your office at nine 
o’clock. Be sure and meet me, or it may be bad for you.” 

Mr. Brenneman departed, and a moment later two old gentlemen 
-were ushered into the room, and Joe said. 

*“‘ Well, gentlemen, are you satisfied?” 

The two gentlemen were almost speechless. 

““We are. And now the question arises: what shall we do?” 

“* Will you allow me to advise you?” ; 

“Certainly. You have run down the true facts.” 

“The securities will all be recovered, as you learned, and 
know ever dollar will be returned.”’ 

‘* What do you propose?’’ 

“I would propose that the real facts never be made public. At 
the proper time you can give it out that the securities were mis- 

laid; that they have been recovered intact, and quietly. You can 
let Mr. Fellman depart, but first he must sign a confession, which , 
will preclude his ever returning to this country again,” 

“We will leave all to you.” ; 

“To-morrow I will visit your office and unfold my plan. In’ 
the meantime, do not give the least. hint to Fellman that you know 
the truth.”’ : 

Joe opened up a little more of his plans, and then parted from 
the two amazed men. , 

Joe started for his home. He had performed a wonderful piece 
of detective work. He was well pleased. Upon teaching ‘his 
home, although it was after midnight he learned that Mr, Drew 

had not yet retired. That gentleman was sitting in the little library 
of our hero. 

Mr. Drew’s troubles had developed a nervous complaint; He 
_ could not sleep, and it was for a nervine his daughter had gone the 
_ night our hero ‘most wonderfully made her acquaintance, Joe 
entered the gentleman’s presence, 

““ Well, sir, I see you have not retired.”’ 

_ “*No; I can not sleep, and I fear that this trouble will cost me 
my life.’ 





z “Oh, no, sir; it will all be right in the morning.”’ 
‘ ““ Indeed!"’ ejaculated Mr. Drew; and he became greatly excited, 


‘You will have a visitor to-morrow night.’’ 
*“ Who will come here?’’ 
ce ** Fellman.”’ 
; Mr. Drew started, and after a moment, he muttered: 
. *“It is as I feared,”’ 
“You need not fear.’ 
__ ** But you tell me Mr. Fellman will be here?”’ 
4 “Yes; and his two partners, your former employers, will be 
Ere...” 
“ What do you mean?” f 
Joe told his story. Mr, Drew listened with starting eyes and pal- 
pitating heart; and when the narrative was completed, he actually 
clasped our hero in his arms and kissed him, 
Joe opened up the full details of his plan, and when all was ex- 
plained, Mr. Drew gaid: 
“ It does appear cruel, but Lam really entitled to this triumph.” 
Joe held some further talk with Mr. Drew and then sought his 
bed, but it was a long time before he could go to sleep. He was 
haunted by the image of the beautiful girl who was a fugitive, 
and whom he feared might, in her despair, do something rash, 
“ Let me see,’’ he said, ‘those bankers will pay me a large 
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arrested, and six months longer, and then the stolen bonds are to | reward, I have earned it, and it will be in 












_ dragged herself from the office, and Fellman heaved a sigh of relief, — 
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for that money, and as soon as this Drew affair is finally settled 
will start out ona hunt fob the lovely Ella, and if she i living, 
shall find her.” ‘ yh Jam Coe 
Our hero finally fell asleep, but he was out bright and early, and 
on his way down-town he met one of the partners of the firm of 
which Fellman had been a trusted member. He went with the 
gentleman to Brenneman’s office, and without a word of protest 
that man passed over every one of the securities. : +e 
The banker departed, and Joe remained with Brenneman. 
latter was very nervous. . Ma 
‘* Am I to be arrested?”’ he asked. 
““ No; there will not be any arrests made.”’ 
Our hero proceeded and opened up his plan, and asked: 
‘* Can I rely upon you?”’ 
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“If you give one word of jntimation to Fellman, it will be bad 
for you.”’ ‘ 5,7 eg) Oe 


bee 


‘“T am well satisfied to hold my peace.” ba 
Joe had completed all his arrangements, and he determined to _ 
make it a day of horror tor the man Fellman. He laid around, _ 
and at about noon an old apple-woman forced her way ‘into the 
presence of Fellman. iS ‘ a 
The man looked up, and said: : ' 2 en 
‘“‘T do not want any apples.” ne ‘ 
As he spoke, the old woman dropped her basket and gazed at — 
him with a look of wild alarm. f . 
‘* What is the matter with you, my good woman?’ 
“Oh, sir! ch, sir!’’ cried the woman. 
“What is the matter with you?” 
“Oh, sir, I saw it! You are a doomed man!’ 


CHAPTER XXIX. | 


FELLMAN waved lis hand in an impatient manner, and said: 
“Come, my good woman, leave the office. I do not want any 
apples.”’ } 
“* But, sir, let me tell you.”’ ; 
““ do not want to hear anything.’’ 
‘“‘ But I hear them, sir.” ; 
fe you crazy old witch! will you clear out, or shall I put you 
put?’ hf ; ut 
‘“‘ Tl not go, sir—I’ll not go!”?__ fea Te rs 
Fellman rose from his sent and seized hold of theold woman, but 
the next instant his eyes started. There came a lodk of agony to 
his face. He let go his hold and staggered back to his seat, and he ‘ 
kazed with a terrified gleam in his eyes. 4 1 
‘Ah, sir, I told you so—yes, I told you so; you are a doomed 
man. But look, sir; don’t move, or you will die—yes, you will be 
thoked by the fairies. They are talking; let me hear what they 
say. I hear them, sir—yes, I hear them, and now they are sing- 
ing—yes, they are singing.”’ ; 
“Woman, are you a witch, or am T mad?” 1 5 
“Yes, I am a witch; and you will go mad. What crime have — 
you committed, sir? Was it murder? Confess to me and escape 
your doom.”’ “bit 
Great globules of 
demanded: 
‘* Will you go away?” hike 
“‘ First let me tell you—yes, you are a doomed man, mark well 
my words. Retribution is coming upon you—yes, you are a 
doomed man!’? : py 
“* Let me be doomed and 
peration, 


a xood-day, sir, good-day; but a horrible doom is settling over 
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perspiration stood on the man’s brow, and he » 


you be d——d!”’ cried the man, in des- 


you.’ : . ; ; 
The old apple-woman, as she uttered the last words, turned and _ 


““ Hang it!’ he said, ‘‘ what does it all mean?” } 

A little later and he went out and took a drink. He went after- 
ward to Brenneman’s office; the latter was not in. Fellman wan- | 
dered around, and to sum up, he spent a miserable day, and finally ~ 


went to his club. He had just finished his dinner and had settled _. 
down for a smoke, and muttered: m). Pee i 


“Well, I feel better. I’ve been a fool. 
I will make short work of this matter. Now I will manage to get 
those securities from Brenneman. I will convert them into cash 
and go abroad for my health, Things are getting hot here, [ 
can not stand the annoyance, I will settle it all to-morrow.” 
_The man had just finished his soliloquy when a waiter handed 
a a card, Fellman glanced at it and recognized the name of * 
ibley. 7 
To the waiter he said: 
** Show the man up.” ‘ 
A moment later, and the detective entered. the room 
‘* Halloo! you are here, eh?” 
Fellman’s tone and manner were quite independent 
‘Yes, I am,” * ; 
“Well, what do you want?” . 
“I’ve come to have a little talk with you,”’ 
“Oh! you have??? i 
“7 want to arrange for a final 
** Indeed!”’ 


There was a strain of satire in the ton 
, a sat eof Mr, 
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think I have no further need of your serious taal Settlement 


I am being played, but | 


settlement,’’ 
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~* Alright: that is satisfactory to me. But I will something 
in my own justification, You doubted me, I see, Well, Out 
methods are. iar, You did not like it because I did not tell 
I had reason to believe, however, that your 
h. purpose oe gain information that would lead to the arrest 
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“No doubt you understood my purpose well enough, but when | 


it Came to carrying it out, there came a change over you.” 
“*] accomplished your purpose, however, all the same.” 
“ What do you mean?” 


“You desired to discover the whereabouts of the man Drew and | 


his daughter?” . 
we Yes. > 


“The man and his daughter are living as snugly as two bugs in 
That’s all; is that plain?” 

Fellman sta 
“You say Drew and his daughter live in this city?’’ 
* That is what I said.” 

* ae you know where they live?’ 

“ i. E 

“Sibley, it is just possible I misunderstood you.”’ 
* Yes, it is just possible you misunderstood me.” 

“* And you know where they live?”’ 

**T do,’” was the answer. 


CHAPTER XXX. 


THERE followed a moment’s silence, broken at length by Fell- 
man, who said: 

“« Sibley, I thought you had turned against me.’’ 

“Well?” 

3 And so believing, I had determined to dispense with your 
services,”’ 

** Well?’’ 

“If you have been faithful, why, the circumstances are changed.”’ 

**T will not claim to be faithful; all I claim is that you engaged 
me to ascertain the whereabouts of a man named Drew. I have 
succeeded. I am not bound to do anything else since, as you 
admit, I was not to arrest him.”’ 

*«That is true, And you say you have located him?’ 

«¢T have.” 

«You can lead me to him?”’ 

*« All you desire is to be introduced into the presence of this man 
and his daughter?”’ 

** That is all.” 

“*T can do that.”’ 

« And will you?” 

“‘T will. Any time you desire it.’’ 

<¢ We will go at once.” 


a anne 





The two men left the room, and as they later proceeded toward 


the home of our hero Joe, Mr. Fellman said: 

«* You are sure they are living alone?” 

«<I believe there is a youth living with them.” 

They soon reached the house, and Sibley said: 

‘There, sir; in that house you will find Mr. Drew and his 
daughter.” 

* How will I gain an entrance?”’ 


*‘Ring the bell and.ask for Mr, Brown. The chances are the | 


daughter will open the door.” 

Fellman considered a mqment, and then said: 

** Will you be here at my call if I need you?”’ 

‘J will be here. 1 will enter the house if you desire it.” 

“ No; all I need is that you be here at my call.”’ 

**1 will be here; but remember, 1 am not responsible for any 
consequences. You know your own business, You will remem- 
ber I have certain suspicions.”’ 

** What are your suspicions?’’ 

“We will not discuss them now. All I have to say is that I have 
done my duty. What follows is your business.”’ 

Feliman ascended to the front door. He rang the bell. A few 
minutes passed and he rang again, and then the door was opened; 
and lo! there stood Miss Drew before him. 

The man did not ask a question. He felt so sure of his advantage 
he stepped into the hall-way, actually crowding the girl back and 
closing the door. He said: : 

““ Wel), Addie, we meet-again.”’ : 

The girl uttered a low ery of surprise, andyejaculated: ¢ 

** You here, Mr. Fellman?’’ 

‘* Yes, Addie, I am here.”’ 

“ We are lost!’’ moaned the girl. 

**7 don’t know about that. t's go into this room and talk the 
matter over. It may not be as bad as you think, my dear Addie.”’ 

The man stepped into the room; the girl mechanically followed. 
There was light in the room. The mansat down and motioned the 


rl to a seat, and he said: : 
“ Well, Addie, Lthought it about time to come and have a talk 


with you.” 

** Oh, wir, how did you find us out?’ : 

“My dear girl, I've known where you were hiding all the time, 
1 was merely giving you time. Indeed, in your father’s interest, 
1 was letting the matter die down; that was all. : 

“ Bat, Mr. Yellman, I know—yes, 1 know why you are here. 

“ Well, why am I here?” 7 

“You wave established my father’s innocence. You have come 
tell as his honor is restored, Yes— yes, I knew you would some 







never be extablished, He is at my merey.”’ 
“will be mercifal! You a always my father’s 


’ OO) iat you were right, my child; bot no, it is not true, your 
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** But your father betrayed me,”’ 

‘Betrayed you, sir?” ~ 

** Yes, betrayed my confidence, 
condition,”’ 

** And what is the condition, sir?” } 

“That you will become my wife,” 

Addie turned pale. She hada part to play, and in the exeite- 
ment of the moment was betrayed. ; 

‘ Do you make that a condition, sir, for doing an actif justice!” 

If 1 performed an act of justice I would turn your father over 

to,the police. No; I perform an act of mercy when I make this a 
condition, and offer to spare your father,”’ 

*“‘ Am [ to understand that if I become your wife you will restore 
my eo to the position of honor that has been taken from him?" 

will, 

“‘ If my father is innocent, why do you make a condition?” 

‘‘ He is not innocent.” ; 

‘ , 4 ; 
ee ee you propose to compound a felony if 1 become your 

‘* Well—yes,”’ ’ 

‘“ What will your partners say? Can I be sure that they will not 
still pursue him?” 


Sull, | can forgive him on one 


are two old men in their dotage. 
please.”’ 

“*T will not marry you.”’ 

** You defy me?”’ 

2 de." 

“One thing: if you refuse me, 1 shall proceed at once to extreme 
measures; indeed, I shall insist upon kissing you here and now; 
and if you make an outcry, you will bring the police to arrest your 
father, and it will be you who betray him, not me.”’ 

‘‘ You are a monster!”’ 

“ I wish you to fully understand the situation. 
me?”’ 

““No, sir! I order you from this house!’’ 


I can do with them just as 


Will you kiss 


“‘T do not propose to obey your order. I propose that you betray 


your own father, or you will become my wife.’’ 

The man rose and approached the girl. 

‘* Back, sir! Do not approach me!”’ NS ; 

The man reached forward to seize her, and at that instant Mr. 
Drew entered the room. 

“Hold, villain!) What would you do?”’ 

** Oh, you are here!’ 

“* Yes, I am here.”’ 

‘* Possibly you will be more reasonable than your daughter.”’ 

“* How has my daughter been unreasonable?” 

““I have asked her to become my wife. I have offered to see 
that you are cleared, if she consents.” 

‘* Cleared? Of what, sir?’’ 

“« The consequences of your dishonesty,”’ 

‘*You dare tell me this?” 

\“ Yes, I dare tell you this.” 

‘You, who made me your scapegoat?”’ 

‘Oh, what nonsense!”’ 

“* And do you recall when you advised me to become a fugitive?” 

‘*T do; yes, when I discovered your dishonesty, I warned you 
and gave you an opportunity to escape.” ’ 

‘*Mr. Fellman, you know Iam an honest man. I now know all 
the facts—you are the thief.” 

‘** How dare you!”’ 

‘*T dare tell the truth.” 

‘* Recall your words, or I will summon ‘the police and hand you 
over to them.’’ ‘ 

‘* You can summon the police if you choose, and I will hand you 
over to them.” 

Fellman gazed in amazement. 

‘**So you defy me?”’ / 

‘Ves, I defy you. | I’ve something to tell you. I know, and did 
know, all the facts. .I was willing to sacrifice myself for you;. but, 
I did not know at the time that the whole affair was a scheme to 
ruin me and enrich yourself at the expense of my honor and 
safety.”’ 

‘¢ You talk very loud.” 

‘‘T have a right to talk loud. 
thief.’’ 

‘* Be careful. 
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Tam an honest man; you are a 


* 
L bave an officer at the door; 1 will summon him.” 


CHAPTER XXXI1. 


Fre.umAn did not understand Mr, Drew’s tone of \lefiance, 

‘“«T am in earnest, fellow.” 

‘*T am in earnest, sir; call in your officer,”’ 

““Come, come, Drew; don’t be a fool.” 

‘‘T was a fool, and I propose to act wisely now.” 

‘* We can arrange this matter,”’ ; 

“How?” 

‘“* Let’s talk it over.” 

“ Well, what have you to say?” 

‘‘T love your daughter,” 

‘* You villain! how dare you tell me that? It is an ingult!”’ 

“ An insult?” 

“Yes, sir. You already have a wife,”’ 

ite“ lie.?” 

“Tt’s the truth. You are a greater scoundrel than I believed you 
to be, You are a mean rascal!’ ' 

‘You are in my power, at my mercy. 
rave,”’ 

‘* Tam not raving, sir; Lam telling the trath.’’ 

* Come, come; stop all this,” 


I can afford to let you 
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‘They will not pursue him. They will be guided by me. They . 
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‘No, sit: Lam an honest man, You have made your scapegoat. 
I now demand that you do me justice.”’ eal 

“When | do you justice you will go to jail. 

“Very well; so be it; but, mark my words, I'll prove my inno- 
cence and your guilt,” 

‘What do you mean?” 

“7 mean you stole those bonds, and you made me your scape- 
goat.” ; 
~ «See here, even if what you charge were the truth, you are-in 
my power. You could never prove your innocence, You can not 
overawe me, SO you may as well come down from your high horse 
and face the facts as they are.”’ 

‘«Tt’s the facts I propose to face.”’ 

«Very well; you shall have your own way and face an ofticer.”’ 

Mr. Drew did not exhibit any alarm. 

‘You hear, Drew?”’ 

‘Yes, sir, I hear what you say.” 

*. And what do you say?’ 
‘“‘T say summon your officer.”’ 
«Think well before I proceed to extremes.”’ 
‘«<Hellman, you are a scoundrel! Do your worst!” 
“Oh, I see; this is all a_ game of bluff. Some ‘one has been 
| advising you—some fool. Will you talk reasonably? 
© That is what I desire to do.” , 
“Tt is your last chance, for when once the officer is here I am 
powerless.” 
“* What do you want me to do?” 
‘« Give me your daughter for my wife.”’ 
: «You already have a wife.” 
——- ** That doesn’t matter,’’ came the cold-blooded and unprincipled 
answer. ‘ 
“«T tell you again you area scoundrel, Fellman!” 
' «Tell me that once more and I summon the officer.’’ 
_“T tell it you once more.”’ 


= 


P } fo) be careful.” i | 

. ‘* You are a scoundrel, I tell you again.” a 

4 “Very well, I can waste no more time. I will summon the 
4) officer.”’ : 

e Fellman, stepped toward the door, stopped, and asked: 


._ ____ *€ Jo you reconsider?”’ 

«You are a scoundrel!”’ 

. Fellman did not understand it, but he thought he had all his 
: plans so well laid he could do as he pleased. He stepped to the 
outer door. Sibley was at hand. 
‘ment later the two men entered the presence of father and daughter. 


Po ‘* Officer, there is the man you have been searching for. That is 
the fugitive Drew. You can arrest him.”’ 

s ; “One moment, officer,’’ said Mr. Drew. 
& ** You need not listen to anything he may have to say. Officer, 


handcuff him at once.”’ 
% ‘‘T reckon our prisoner is safe. There is no need to hurry mat- 
ters, We've got him all safe and right. There is no need to pre- 
_ vent his talking. He may more deeply criminate himself. Let 
Pe him talk.”’ 
“fle will give us a lot of nonsense,”’ 
, “Then it will do no harm.”’ 
= “That man put you on my tracki”’ said Mr, Drew, pointing 
___ toward Fellman. 
eee.“ Yes, sir.” 
** He gave you to understand that I was the thief?” 
SV es A sire * 


mere. “ He isthe thief.”’ 
I can not accept your word,” 
ss “« You are an officer?”’ 
eer Jeam.’? : . 
By ‘““If you make a mistake, consequences may follow.”’ 
fo *“ Not to me—to the man who causes your arrest.’’ 
. “* He summoned you here?”’ 
ey ‘6 Yeés.’” 
iy “‘T will summon some one in a moment; but first let me tell you 


the facts.”’ 
_ Mr. Drew recounted the scene that had occurred between Fell- 
man and himself, and when he had concluded, Fellman said, with 
a laugh: 
“Oh, you should expect some such wild tale.’’ 
“ Yes, sir,’’ was the reply of the officer. 
, “I have a very wild tale to tell. Mr. Fellman, you summoned 
this officer. lam glad you did. You will be sorry.”’ 
. “ How is it,-ofticer; will you permit this man to talk?” 
; **T will remove him on your order.”’ 
**On my order?”’ 
4» EC 
\, *““Then—”’ 
: “ Hold!” cried Drew; ‘‘ do not give the order, Fellman, until I 
ask youra question. Do you know a man named Brenneman?” 
Fellman started and turned deathly pale, and Mr. Drew added, 
addressing the officer: 
**L reckon he will not 
wretch tremble!’’ 
‘What do you mean?” demanded Fellman 
s-Oh, you think I mean something?’’ 
** Speak; what do you mean?” __ 
*“ You have not answered my question,” 
** 7 do not know aman named Brenneman.’’ 
** You do not know him?” 
NOs! 
** You may have forgotten him. 
recall that you do know him,”’ 
‘1 do not wish to see him,” 


“ Ah, there is where you tell the truth just once; but you shall 


, _« see him.”’ 





give the order just yet. See the guilty 


When you see him you may 
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‘< Officer, retire a moment,’ commanded Fellman, _ 


The detective withdrew from the room. *. 
‘Drew,’ said Fellmwan, ‘* what do you mean?” 
_ Tasked vou a question.”’ 
‘‘ What did you mean by your question?”’ 
‘‘T asked you if you knew a man named Brenneman?”’ 
‘Why did you ask me if I knew that man?”’ 
_‘ Because I am sure you do know him.”’ 
‘* Suppose I do?’’ 
‘‘ He was your confederate.” 
‘* Man, you’re mad!” 
‘Call in the detective; let him listen to my mad words.” 
‘* No, no!” 

‘Aha! Iam not so greatly at your mercy now, I see, 
‘‘ Drew, 1 did not mean to surrender you; I only wanted to show 
you your duty.” oy 

‘7 will do my duty, Fellman, and bring you face to face with 


Brenneman. [am sure you know him well,’’ ’ : 


7 y 
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CHAPTER XXXL 


FriumMan gazed around in a helpless manner, and Mr. Drew 
continued: Se 

‘‘T was a fool. I trusted you at the time. 1 did not know you 
were intending to use me as a scapegoat to cover your own crime, 
I did not know you had been insulting my daughter. She was 
awed by your position, as my employer, and did not dare to tell 
me the facts. I know younow. While you were hounding on the 
detectives to discover me, I was on your track seeking to establish 
your guilt and my innocence. Ithave succeeded,”’ 

“ Drew, this is all very well worked up. You are a better joker 
than I am. Let me now tell you my real errand here. I came to 
save you. I have thrown dust in the eyes of my partners. I have 
had all the police called off, and 1 have arranged for you to escape 
out of New York. The door of escape is open; you can go with- 
out fear.” : 

‘* You are very kind; but I have no desire to leave New York. 


You will be seeking escape from New York within six hours; but — i 


first you will confess your crime.” 
‘* Man, as I told you a moment ago, you are mad!”’ 
fama Lae? 
SHOU arels shan : ; 
‘We shall see; but you summoned your officer; I will now sum- 
mon my witness.”’ 


‘* What nonsense is this?’’ We . ¥) 
‘You, will find there is no nonsense about it. You sought to 
ruin me, I was at your mercy, now you are at my mercyy and I 


propose to prove my words.”’ 
‘© What will you do?” 
‘Have you stand face to face with Mr. Brenneman,”’ d 
“Where is Mr. Brenneman?’’ : v, 
*" He is here.”’ : 3 
As Mr. Drew spoke, Brenneman entered the room. Fellman 
gazed as though looking upon an apparition. He was speechless. 
‘* I think you recognize Mr. Brenneman now,’’ said Drew. 
Brenneman was pale, and in a trembling voice he said: 
** Fellman, I knew you were a villain. I could not prove it. I 
waited until I could, and I now advise you to confess all.’’ 5 


“* Aha! 1 see it all—yes, I see it all,’ said Fellman. ‘‘ This is a 


| conspiracy. You and Drew were confederates, and you have con- 


cocted a scheme to make it appear that I was cognizant of your 
doings; but it won’t succeed. Norno; I wil! have you both in 
jail—yes, Brenneman, I have suspected all along that you were this 
man’s confederate.. It was plain to me that you were. I think 1 
know where to look for the stolen securities.”’ 

‘* I can tell you where to look for them.”’ ‘ 

“No; I do not need your aid.’’ - 

“ There is no secret as to where they are, and how long they have 
been in the care,of your old fogy partners, as you call them.” 

Fellman’s face became ghastly, and he said in a faltering tone: 

sea this is all well arranged; but my partners know me too 
well. 

x I think they do, Fellman—yes, I'think they do. I know-you 
nw. ' 

“Oh, yes; you know me now.”’ ‘ 

““I-do; ‘I have overheard every word you have addressed to Mr 
Drew—others have heard your words,” ; 

‘Others have heard my words?’ 

SAY eae 

‘TL see; it is all a part of a conspiracy.”’ t 

‘You have convicted yourself out of your own mouth.” 

“ Oh, yes; it has been well arranged.” e 

** Will you confess?” 

** Confess?’’ 

aay 

“To What?’ 

o ay crimes,” 

““T will have both of you men in jail.” 

EG meatier y en put in jail. 

PeLevulle 

: eee cone your partners first.’ 

_ -NO need to consult any one; this matter is i r 
wicked men, you will be confronted: now with eee met = 
your crime.” 

At this moment the two partners of F ‘ 7 
room. They were acecnanne lanl by Joe, aaae a ug 
skillfully run down the eriminal, Fellman ga ne Mpa 
looked like a man being led to the scaffold lt 
gazed at him, and when the man gained voice, he said 
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: . Fel an, t i is the most unhappy moment of my life.”” 
» possible,” cried Fellman, ** that these wretches have 


> 2 
ag , 
No one has imposed ee us, You are convicted out of your 
en mouth. We area pair of sorrowful old fogies, Indeed, this 
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 Fellman tried to brace up, and he said: 
. - il you listen to me?” 

Jaa ae 
can all,” 
pur talk with Mr. Drew?” 


” 
“ ” 


a I have been seeking to recover those securities. In order to do 
so 1 was cajoling this man. Now, you see, my words are 


You know 
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“Bat how about this gentleman?” 
_ “ What of him?” ‘ 
S a ea baba placed those securities in his care.’ 
‘H or.”” 


wish it were true that you could vindicate yourself.”” 
ote “T can vindicate myself.’’ ; 
: “1 fear not.” 
** Listen to me.” 
et a moment Joe spoke, and said: 
_ * Fellman, don’t waste time.’’ 
____ * Who are you, and what have you to say about it?’ demanded 
_ _-Fellman in a savage tone. 
e -**7T am a witness.” j 
7 “You are a witness?” j 


ro = has ” 
"> Fem. 
\ S ao See of the conspirators, I reckon.” 
_ The man was becoming bold. 
Le 2 I heard your talk with Mr.-Brenneman in his office.” 


b> a Joe named the day and hour. He repeated the conversation just 
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as it had transpired between the two men. 
_ * T.see how well this has all been arranged.” 






ee AS You see ital’. 4 \ 
ma “Ido. : 
. a a 
a | ““ How about Mr. Sibley, the detective?’’ said Joe. : 


+? 


s _ “ Oh, he is in the conspiracy also, I suppose. 
Y =, “Yes, e are all in it, Mr. Fellman; but, sir, I am empowered 
eT ie make you an offer, and you owe your chance to Mr. Drew.’”. 
7 as = a nothing but dustioe. Rou 
+ . u get justice, you will go to jail.”’ 
- < “That is all I ask.”’ 


ee, 2. “* Very well, then; it is justice you shall have!’’ came the declara- 
Better | ee 
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Pauaean went all to pieces. He began to discern that indeed 
the meshes had been set round about him, and he had walked into 
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1 he man broke down. He glanced at his partners, and said: 
P/ a .. a What cab I do?’’ ' 
af “* Confess,’’ came the answer. 


“‘T never intended to steal the bonds. They are intact. I did 
to be revenged upon that man Drew.” 

“* What had I ever done that you should seek to be revenged upon 
_ -me?”’ asked Mr. Drew. 

i “It is not necessary for me to state. I confess you did not steal 

the bonds; they were not stolen at all; they were only merely mis- 

‘ laid. They have been found. You can easily be exonerated. I 

_ have not committed a crime. Gentlemen, I will meet you at our 


office.”” 
Fellman went away. No effort was made to detain him. 
a0 After he had gone, Joe said: 
~~ 2 “The man has offered us a good suggestion. The bonds were 


be exonerated.” 


P mislaid. They have been found. Mr, Drew can 
requested Joe to 


The two partners departed; but, before going, 
be at their office in the morning. 

And now Mr. Drew and his daughter and our hero were alone, 
the father started in to express his gratitude; but Joe said: 

“Jt is still comparatively early. You have been a recluse for a 
long time. How about a little tramp around the city?” 
*"} would be delighted to go.”’ 


‘“*We may have some fun,’’ said Joe. ‘‘ It will do your nerves 


Mr. Drew were really to enjoy. 
ae Drew was a mapcotdasbhe, Tien, and as he and Joe left the 
" house together, the elder man said: ‘ 
i * You shall receive a handsome reward, young man; you shall 
‘be well paid for your effective work in my behalf.’ ¥ 
“Oh, nonsense! do not let me hear any more of that. 
The two visited several large hotel reading-rooms. Mr. Drew 
had said: * I want to go where there is life and light.” They had 
lefta well known bots and were proceeding along, when Joe 
seat that two men were following them, and he at once dis: 


corned errand. 
ea the two detectives whom he had knocked out, and he 
made up his mind that they had fallen to the identity of Mr. Drew, 


7 samme time our hero made 4 second very startling discovery— 
a hedy She was veiled, but there was something in 















4 them, 
‘ 4 general carriage truck him as being familiar. 
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above all things, to follow the lady, 


you to own up to the truth.” 


At the time the yqung man spoke he had no idea how much he 
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He did not wish to leave Mr. Drew, and yet he really desired, 
He was forced to a decision, 
however, as suddenly the two men who had been following them 
made a rush forward, one of them exclaiming: 

“ We've got him this time sure, Bill!’’ 

The two men seized hold of Mr, Drew, and Joe asked: 

** Hold, you ruflians! what do you mean?’ 

** Give the kid a rap, Bill,’’ said one of the men, a 

** Young fellow, you git!’’ said the man called Bill. 

Joe did not move, and the man made a vicious kick at him. Joe 
caught the fellow’s leg, gave it a twist, and the man uttered a yell s. 
and fell to the sidewalk. His companion let go his held on Mr. 
Drew and made a lunge at our hero; the latter dodged the blow 
and dealt the man in turn a stroke square between the eyes. The 
man went over, actually rolling and rolling in a ludicrous manner, 
Having downed the two men, Joe and Mr. Drew walked off; but 
the detectives were not to be disposed of so easily, after all, The vs 
es regained their feet and sounded an alarm, and Joe saidto Mr. 

rew: » 
“You return to your home; leave these men with me; Iwill 
take care of them.” ~ i 

Our hero saw a side door open and darted into ahall-way. He — 
worked a complete transform and stepped out to the street. A 
man had disappeared in the door-way, a veiled woman reappeared, 
and she confronted the detectives and two police oflicers who had — 
been summoned by the call of the detectives. — 

‘‘ Did you see a man go upstairs in that house?’ demanded one 
of the detectives. 

**] did not.” f 

“Come, miss, tell the truth; it will be better for you.” 

One of the detectives whispered to the other: 

“«Tt’s a female pal, Bill; do you see the game?”’ 

“You bet, ofd man; Iam on to the trick.”’ y ¥ 

‘“Come, miss, you are playing it well, but it will be better for — 
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‘Why do you men stop me and talk tome? What do I know’ 

about any man?” 
‘© Oh, you don’t?’’! 
ee Oo 28 


“You did not mect a man in that hall-way?” 
ce No.” 
** Dead sure?”’ Was f . \ 
‘«7 will not answer any more of your questions.”’ ; : 
‘“There’s only one thing to do, Bill; let’s take the gal. She is 
giving us a steer.” . 
** Do you hear, miss?” ‘ ; 
“Yessy 1 hear. ? iH. 
‘Will you tell the truth?’ ; 
‘J’l] appeal to thoge two policemen. How dare you molest me?’’ — 
‘« Better tell the gentlemen all you know, miss.’’ — 
“*T’ll tell them pote 
_ “ They will be compelled to arrest you.” 
‘<7 will not let them arrest me.”’ ' j 
The men all laughed. ¢ 
“You will not Jet them arrest you?” 
ee No.7? 
‘“ Well, you answer my questions, or I will arrest you.”’ R 
‘“You-had better try. I tell you now I will not answer any 
questions; and if those policemen will not protect me, I will protect 43 
myself.” } "ie 
“* You will?” 4 
“Yes, I) will.”’ 
Again the men all laughed, and one of them said: Pp 
““'What’s the use of fooling, Bill? She's one of ’em, dead sure,” 
‘* Come, miss, will you own up?” 
“What do you want me to own up?” 
“Who was the man who went into that house?”’ 
“Why don’t.you go in and find out?”’ 
“You can save us the trouble.” Z 
“Tf I can, 1 will not.” 
‘“‘ You prefer te be arrested 
“Yes, if you can arrest me.” 
‘“«T reckon we can arrest you.”’, 
erry ats: / 
« What! you defy us?” 
«Yes, I defy you, and I will protect myself.”’ 
“ Bill,”’ said one of the men, ‘‘ put the darbies on the gal.’* 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 
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Tp man addressed made a movement to scize the girl, when — ; 
there followed a most startling and remarkable episode. The 
veiled girl leaped backward; then, like an enraged goat, she ran~ yi 
forward, head down, Her movement was quick as lightning. She I 
caught the detective a blow just above his waist. Down he went, 
and up fiew his heels. ai, 

The scene was so odd and funny that the other men standing by 
roared with laughter. The idea of a veiled woman knocking a 
man down like a bucking darky! It was indeed a unique sight 

Our disguised hero felt like laughing; but he had business on ‘ 
hand. He made a sudden turn and rushed at one of the police- 
men. The fellow was fat and pursy. With a groan, down he 
went, and up flew his heels also, and then he rolled over into the 
rutter. 
. The laugh upon the faces of the other two men was * frozen,”’ 
as the boys say. Indeed, the detective hegan to suspect the truth, 
or, rather, a truth, Joe, meantime, kept up the dance, Ile sud. 
denly made a rush, and with a terrific blow from his fist sent police: 
man Number One to the ground, while detective Number 'Two pre- 
pared for the encounter; but the novelty of the attack on him took 
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him by surprise. The supposed veiled girl leaped into the air, 
turned a somersault, and landed with her two feet on the man’s 
chest with terrific force, and down he went, and the whole per- 
formance had not occupied more than half a minute. Our dis- 
guised hero had moved around like loosed lightning, and all the 
méh went down before one of them had succeeded in regaining his 
feet, and then away he sped like the wind, and his skirts did not 
appear to interfere with his spéed. 
One after another the four men regained their feet, and they 
were a sorry-looking lot. 
‘«‘ Bh, Bill,” said one, ‘‘ we’ve got it again.’’ 
‘© We hive.”’ 
One of the policemen said: 
«‘That is the most extraordinary woman I ever struck.” 
«‘ She’s a witch,”’ said one of the detectives. ~ 
«* She’s a devil,’’ came the assenting comment. 
Joe, meantime, kept up hisun until he was well away, when he 
made a dash into an alley-way and resumed his male attire. He 
had enjoyed the fun. He spent a long time seeking the girl whom 
he felt assured he had recognized, and who he was more anxious 
to find at that moment than any other human being he had ever 
met. He did not succeed, and finally he returned to his home, and 
sought that which he had not enjoyed for a long time—a good, 
refreshing night’s sleep. 
Bright and early,the next day he was up and about. He met 

_ Mr. Drew, and related the conclusion of his adventure, and later 
started down-town to meet the two bankers, according to agree- 
ment. When he arrived at the banking office he found all the 

business had been concluded. One of the partners called him into 
a private office, and said: 

_ ‘You have acted a brave and noble part, young man.”’ 

_ * Accident led me toa knowledge of the facts, and I followed 
them up, sir.”’ : 

_ “ We have decided to let Fellman goaway. He will go to South 
_ America, and reside there permanently.”’ | 
«An excellent plan,’’ said Joe. 

“« And now, sir, we have determined that you have earned a large 
_ reward.”’ ’ 

Joe made no reply. He wanted a reward. He thought he had 
use for a good sum of money just at that time. 

- The gentleman handed our hero a check; it was indeed for quite 

a large sum, considering the service rendered, 

‘Tf you ever need a friend, young man, come to us.”’ 
“Thank you, sir,’’ said Joe; and a. few minutes later he was on 
_ the street. ; ; 

«Now Iam all right,” he muttered. ‘‘ There is that, beautiful 
Ella. f am sure I saw her last night. She has evaded me thus 
far, but I will find her. I will also find the old woman whom she 
is supposed to have robbed. I will save that beautiful girl—yes, I 
«will save her!’’ 

“a That same night Joe started out to find the beautiful Ella. He 
-_-was once again in possession of hisown home, Mr. Drew and his 
_ daughter had departed. The former had offered our hero a large: 
sum of money, but Joe declined, merely saying: 
«* Some day'I may need your assistance, and 
will have a friend.”’ 

“J <‘ Yes, in me you will always have a friend. You have saved 
me from a life of sorrow and disgrace. I believe that you are the 
only man who could have cleared me of the terrible charges that 

_ hung over me.”’ | 

As stated, Joe started out in search of the beautiful Ella, and also, 
as intimated, he encountered a number of startling adventures. He 
had been wandering around-for a long time when suddenly he 
- heard a wild, shrill scream. He looked around in every direction, 
put saw no one. There was a Carriage, however, that had just 

passed by, and he muttered: 

“J wonder if the cry could have come from that carriage?”’ ’ 
_ A moment he meditated, and then muttered: 

* «By ginger! I really believe it did.” 

1) He started to follow the carriage, and to Big SUED TES it was 
halted in front of a station-house, and once again he ejaculated: 
"Tf Tam not right it’s a remarkable coincidence anyhow, that’s 
, ie, oF? \ iM @ : { 

Beri) ; Joe stole forward, and he saw a man alight from the carriage, 
and an instant later he saw a veiled woman step out. The man 
who had first alighted seized her arm, and a second man followed. 

_ -‘The latter also had hold of a veiled woman. 

i “Poor Ella!’} muttered Joe. ‘She has been captured at last; 
but, by jingo! I will just raise fun around here if I don’t succeed 
in getting her free again.”’ 

d Joe saw the lady led into the station-house, He managed to peep 
in and saw her led up opposite the sergeant’s desk, He saw an 
‘ ha suddenly tear her veil aside, and indeed it was the beautiful 
oe tulle. : ‘ 

‘The young man was greatly shocked. ‘What the poor girl had 
pa most dreaded had occurred She had fallen into the hands of the 
officers of the law, and the chances were she would be convicted 

and sentenced. 

_ “Something must be done,’’ thought Joe; and he revolved the 
_ whole matter over in his mind. At length ‘an idea came to him, 
~ and he muttered: a | 
4 '*T can do it—yes, I can do it.” 

He saw the girl led down to be put in a cell, and his heart bled 
for her; indeed, he feared the worst; but he repeated: 

«‘J can do it—yes, I can rescue her.’’ 
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‘ : OHAPTER XXXV. 

Jorn walked away. He had a big task on hand, and he desired 
to meditate well over his plans, and he muttered: 

“‘T must act quickly. That poor girl will lose all hope, and the 
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most dreadful event is to be anticipated. 
do is to communicate with her,’ 
The young man thought and thought, and finally a 
entered his head. He knew that ina few minutes the sergeant 
duty would be relieved and another oflicer would take his place, — 
and he muttered: , ie, tae 
‘< Yes, that's my scheme. I must see and talk with her a few © 
moments, and then I can arrange for getting her out of the cell, 1 
can and will do it!” om OS ane 
The change did take place in the station-house. The relief ser- 
geant took his place at the desk, and he was engaged in looking eo = 
over the books, when an old lady entered the station. The 
sergeant glanced at her, and asked: : les 
‘Well, madame, what do you want?’’ 
«‘ Good-evening, sergeant.” 
‘«Tt’s rather late in the evening, madame.”’ ‘ 
‘Yes, I know it is; but my name is Fellows.” 
The sergeant glanced at the old woman, and said: 
tA hy See yer 
“You have a prisoner here? ’. 
“Yeas 
“* A female prisoner?’’ a 
se Yese) 
«You recognize me, sir?” . af 
‘‘ You are the lady who was robbed?”’ 
“¢ Why, certainly.” 
«What can I do for you?”’ . 
‘«T wish to have a few moments’ talk with your prisoner.”’ 
‘‘T can not permit. it, madame.” te 
** You can not permit it?” p 
“No, madame,’’ ’ ; yon 
“¢T am surprised.,’’ ee 
«Tt is against our rules.”’ ; 
«Are you a father, sergeant?” 
“¢T am.’’ 
‘“ Have you a daughter?’’ 
**JT have.’”’ ‘ , 7 
‘* Have you no pity?” : 
“Not for thieves.”’ ve 
‘But, sergeant, as I am the sufferer, I think I should be per- 
mitted to see this poor gir].’’ S ; ; 
‘*Tt is against our rules.” - — fiat Se 
“* You can relax your rules in this instance.” 
**7 don’t know about that.”’ 
‘‘ I only wish to ask the girl a few questions.” 
The sergeant was a good-natured man, and the visitor said : 
‘*T may conclude not to appear against this poor girl."’ 
‘“* There are other charges against her, madame.”’ t 
‘* Please let me see her for a few minutes.”’ | 
‘Tt may be no harm in your case.” — ts i 
“No, sergeant,”’ Wie Sales ee 
' “JT will let you see her a few moments, but you must make your 
talk very short.’’ | ea 
‘* Oh, certainly.” eYty UT Pie ay 
The sergeant called the doorman and bid him show the old lady — 
down to the cell. On the way down the pretended old lady slipped 
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a ten-dollar bill in the doorman’s hand, and said: 
‘* Leave us alone for a few moments,’’ | : ) 
The doorman was tempted. He was merely a political man. — 

He had little principle. He thought there could be no harm, If 

he refused he would be compelled to hand back the ten dollars. 

He did not wish to do that, and he said: ot 

‘J will leave you a few moments, but you must be quick.” 

‘Oh, certainly.”’ . 

The doorman did not think there could be any risk. He had the 
keys; there was but one passage from the cells, and he had no sus- 
picions; he merely thought the old woman wished to talk. He > 
showed the visitor to the cell,.and walked away. He had gone but 
a few steps, however, when, quick as lightning, the pretended old 
lady seized him from behind, and with equal quickness she clapped 
a silk handkerchief to his lips, and he fell back unconscious in her 
arms. Then quickly a gag was forced into his mouth, his arms 
were bound, and. he was clapped into a cell. His feet also were 
bound, and he lay speechless and helpless. My 

‘“ Well, so far, so good,’’ was Joe’s muttered comment as he 
passed out and proceeded to the cell where the girl-prisoner was 
confined. al } 

He found the girl sitting on her iron bed. She was Jost in deep 
thought. She had not seen ourhero, nor had she been aware of ~~ 
the presence of any one. 

Joe had not much time, but he did linger a moment to contem- 
plate her as she sat there, pale and beautiful, and while he watched 

_he heard her mutter: k > 

‘Tt has come at last; I knew it would; and but one escape 
remains for me now.” ‘ . 

Our hero, on the instant, suspected her purpose. He put the key 
in the lock of the cell. A moment passed. He was ready. She 
drew a little vial from ber pocket, and again she muttered: 

‘*T know not what Iam to meet. I’ve done all that I could do 
I’ve sacrificed blather ha aS Roe My poor blind father! 1 
hope all will be well with him; but I can do no more.” 

She raised the’ vial*to her lips, but the next instant it fell to the 
floor and was shattered. 

The girl made no outery, but looking up, beheld our hero in his 
disguise standing over her. ; 

** What would you do?”’ he demanded. 

** Die /’? came the answer, 

‘* Why should’ you die?’ 







‘Tam a guilty woman. I can not meet my punishm 
“ And you sought that Py of escap qty ne P Sy oD 
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you to live.” 


Sr it etanes my pursuer.”” 
No; 1 recur?” rescuer. 


oy 
a 
. “Wy shoald you you rescue me?” 


I would save you. 


Save me?” } 
= mare sou X 
8 came the answer. 
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- CHAPTER XXXVI. 


‘started and gazed wildly at the disguised man. 
ment’s silence, broken by our hero, who said: 
* “Thave not time for upbraiding younow. I ‘will say, however, 


There 


was disposed to do still further for you.” 
here oad a ena look on the girl’s face as she answered: 
“Yes; ‘it was Mth and I wish I had never seen you again.’’ 


a are sorry I am here now?”’ 
n.? 


<A And I tts aid yon to escape.” 
«You prevented my 
“TT did?” ; 
“You did.” 
ee now to lead you away from this place.” 
i wh you; ish Ido not wish toescape.” ee 
do not wish to escape?” ’ ! 
: No aN 
— * You will surely be convicted. a 
: “Ye 24% ; 


G at you know?’”’ ¢ ; 


n your own statement.” 

iy OS ie ahs but I would shave escaped conviction LEP it had not 
bee sn for yo interference.”’ 

‘sorry I kept you from killing yourself? 

Teen spoke in an emphatic manner. ate 

“ You are mad.’’ 

“ Yes, I am mad, and therefore it would be better if I were dead.” 

“You are a strange girl.” \ 

“7 am an unfortunate woman.” 

” ‘We waste time.’”” 

me, oe Ye S ” ie 

= “Gor” ; 
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oe ‘t- . 

“ What do you mean?” 

ft Leave eme.”” Ud 

Ae x ** Leave you to hig fate? 
es.” 


can not; I have arranged for your escape.” 
Ne doubt you mean me a kindness; but you do not under- 
; se ‘You shall explain all to me, but not now. Come, eae must 
ge from here.” 
“ tw not g0. - ‘ ; 
“You must go.” 
“1 wil) not pate here.”” 
ap tell you that you are mad.” 
[” 
“ No—no; listen to me; I will save you.’ 
aes save me to be hunted Gans. iene, let me meet my 


oe Your fs fate shall be a happy one. Remember your’ poor old 


Pe Te tecku | sinned,” 

. *g ‘And he is in peril. You can save him now, and not sin.’ 

““ What do you mean?” 

“J mean I can save you.” 
err 

ea am a guilty woman. “ 2 I were now they 

. No--no, you go and forget me 
eh mone will aid tg have plans, but I can not 
os we have no more time. Come—come, 2 i and 


wo your" 

















a for, you to escape from me after I had done you a 
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*“No, am not,” 
** How can r\ walk out of here?"’ 
“ The door is open,’ 
“Yes; but they are on the watch, 
** Let me explain my plan,” 
**Do so.' 
You shall assume this disguise. 
and let you go,’ 
* And you?” ; Pah hut ee 
‘T will remain here.” ye, ed 
“* And suffer in my place? No—no, I will not permit you.” 
**T can take care of myself.’’ 
“You are noble and generous.’ 
“Do you believe that?” : / 
“1 do.” 
“Then you can trust me?’’ 
** But I can not let you suffer for me. 
** The past can be wiped out, 
atoned for.’’ 
** Never.’’ 
‘Please do not waste time.”’ 
“* But I will not let you suffer for me.”’ 
**T will follow you.” 
** You’ will follow me?’’ 
ee yen)?” 
“* How can you?’’ 
‘*T have arranged all my plans.”’ 
“* And do you mean to escape?’’ , f 
**T do not mean to remain here.” 
“Can you escape?” 
Se can: 
“You are certain?” (" 
ee ir am.’ . \ 7 
“You tempt me.”’ ' 
‘*T have much to say to you when we are once free.” 
‘*T do not know how to seu 
“* Let me decide for you.’ 
‘*Oh, I’m tempted!’ 
“« All will be well if you follow my advice. 
Joe detailed his plan. 
‘**Oh, you are so good, so bravel’’ 
“ All will be well.” 
“T will go.” -" 
And you will not hide from me again?” 
ae On ’ 








How far would I go?" 


They will not speak to you, — 


yo 


Tam a guilty woman, 
The evil, you have done can be 


Listen.” 


Joe told her more specifically just what she must do. He pro- | 
vided for every contingency, and at length she said: ; : 

**T will go. ea ok 

‘* Be quick.” - " s VQ 

The girl displayed great skill in adopting her disguise. She + 


received her final instructions, and when the transform was com- | 
pleted, started to go along the passage. 

‘* Tf you do not see me for a day or two, do not worry; it will be wis 
all right. I have great plans.’ 

The girl ascended the stairs. She approached the sergeant’s desk, 
her veil drawn well down, and Said: 

‘shan much obliged to you.’ - 







‘“‘Madame,”’ said the sergeant, ‘‘ I can tell yeu one things yoRry 
sympathy i in ‘this case is wasted,”’ uf 
‘* Indeed ?”’ ; Ww, 

ee Tt is. 339 a $ 
** How do you know?’’ tet 


. Vk 
“*T speak from: experience. That woman down ‘there isan old 
criminal. Take my advice, and punish her to’ the au extentof 
the law.”’ ae 

“*T will think the matter over.’ ' ; 

** Oh, I suppose she tried to ae upon your sympathies.”’ ' 

“She did not succeed altogether,’’ was the answer; and the dis- 
guised girl passed out of the station- ‘house, while the sergeant mut. 
tered: 

‘« How natural it is for good people to feel merciful toward 
criminals, especially when they are young and innocent- viend of 
women. Now, that old lady will in the end become the friend 
this female thief.” 

In the meantime, as stated, Ella passed to the street. She walked. 
along slowly at first, lost in deep thought, and finally she muttered: 

‘'.Yes, yes; I will abide by my word, ‘I will let ‘this strange ex- | 
perience run to the end.”’ 

In the meantime, our hero had his own escape to accomplish, _ 





CHAPTER XXXVIL. 


. 

Jor waited a remarkable length of time for Ella to get away, a 
and when satisfied that she must have succeeded, he left the cell — 
and started to go up to the office. He had disc arded the female 
attire and was dressed in his usual apparel. He stepped into the 
office. He had hoped to trick the sergeant, but his intent failed 
and the officer, rising from his seat and reaching for his club, det 
manded: 

‘* Who are you, and where did you come from?’’ 

“‘T dropped in to ask a question.”’ fa, 

On, you did?’’ us 

, Yes, 

‘* Where did you come from?” ' 

“The street, of course.’ 

PhO you did?” 

“Tt did,” x; 

“Young man, you can’t fool me. Stand where you are," 

Joe de cided. tt to stand, but he had a purpose in his mind, 
ere descended from his seat, and, club in hand, advanced, 


» 
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** Now, sir, where did you come from? \ 

** The street,”’ a 

“You came from down-stairs.”’ 

© Did I?’’ j 

“« Aha! you are very funny.”’ | 

The officer raised his club and leaped forward, but the next in- 
stant he lay sprawling upon the floor. He had received a blow 
from our hero’s fist that downed him, 

Joe darted toward the door, when the sergeant put his signal- 
whistle to his lips and gave a call. At the docr he met an officer 
just entering the station. The man made a grab for him, but-a 
quick blow sent him over also, and the next instant our hero was 
away. 

“What direction Ella had taken he did not know, but one thing he 
did know—he also was a fugitive. He had committed a very sert- 
ous Offense in aiding a prisoner to escape, and what was more, he 
had been seen and recognized, and the chances were he would be 
sought after. 

He was proceeding along, hardly determined what to do, when 
suddenly he heard a step behind him. He turned, and it was Ella. 

“Well, here we are,’’ he said; ‘‘ and it was well doue.”’ 

\ ‘* Nothing has been gained,’’ answered the girl. 
‘* How is that?”’ 
** They will soon recapture me, and you, too, have become now a 


* fugitive.” 
‘IT reckon I can take care of myself.’’ scenes 
: ‘* Ah! you have yet to learn the bitterness of being a fugitive. 
ae “1 reckon I will have matters all arranged in a few days; but 
}. come, we can not stand here.’’ 


“ Where can we go?” 
“ec a _ 9 
\ I can take you to a place where you will be safe. 
‘“ Where will you take me?’’ : 
‘‘T have a home; I will take you to my home; I will leave you 
in possession while I arrange so that we will both be safe.”’ 
' “T can not permit you to ran any more risk on my account.”’ 
.  .  £*¥ will not run any risk. I wish to arrange so we will both be 
safe.”’ 
. Why should you interest yourself in my behalf?” 
‘‘ Because I believe you are an innocent woman.”’ 
‘* But I have confessed my guilt.” f 
‘* Nevertheless, I believe you to be an innocent woman,”’ 
\\ ‘* In the face of my confession?”’ 


oy ey 
‘ 


~ 


. es 
e * ““T can not understand it.”’ 
“Do you wish to die?” 
a) hike 
ae ‘« Would you not rather live and be happy?” 
~ “T can never again be happy.”’ 
‘But you do not know what can be done.’’ . 
‘* Nothing can be done to remove from my mind the memory of 
my guilt.’’ : 
ie «Will you trust me?”’ 
~ ‘*T have trusted you.”’ 
-* ~~ «Will you trust me further?”’ 
sy : EN Cog tole 
* ‘Why not?”’ 
‘<©T will not permit you to incure peri] on my account.’’ 
sap ‘¢J will not incure any peril; and, what is more, I will remove 
all peri] from your path,” a ; 
ig _ “Jt’s useless to talk further. 
* ‘* You can repent.’’ 
f - “J have repented; but the memory of my sin and its conse- 
* __ quences. still overshadow me.”’ nah 
«* All can and will be well.” 
"You appear very hopeful.’” 


“‘T have good reason for my hopefulness. 
# me? I have a plan in my mind. 
AY be well.”’ 
“i «‘T will go with you simply because you desire it; but I have no 
hopes; there is no more joy nor peace for me in life. All hope has 
died out in my heart forever.” 
«‘ We will wait and see. Come; we will go.” 
‘ The two proceeded along. It was well on toward morning, and 
the dawn was actually breaking when Joe arrived in front of his 
own home. He led the girl in-doors, led her to his sitting-room, 
and said: 
‘Here we are safe.”’ 4 
‘«T can not remain here.”’ 
‘‘ Why not?’’ 
**T imperil you.”’ 
‘Oh, nonsense!”’ 
“It is true.” 
‘1 rescued you from the officers?’’ 
‘** Yes; twice you have done so.”’ ; . 
‘*‘T can run no greater peril. I have committed a breach of the 
law. Iam already a fugitive.” 
‘« And all for me.” 
‘ “Jt is true, all the same.,”’ 
3 lam sorry I ever met you,’’ 
3 see the isinig sun sets you will be glad.”’ 
““ You will be.” 
*« Never!’’ 
“‘ Wait and see.’’ 
‘‘ Will you tell me your plans?” 
‘Not at present. TI may have something very pleasant to tell 
ou in a few hours; and now mark my words, I will leave you 


ere, You will find plenty. You can’ prepare your own meals, 
but you must make me one promise,”’ 


‘* What must I promise?” 
ryt ¢ . 
“Yo remain here until you see me again,” 


~. 


Tam a guilty woman.”’ 


Will you come with 
I can carry it out, and all will 
NX 
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i CHAPTER XXXVIIL 

Tue girl did not make an immediate answer, 

‘Will you promise?” demanded Joe. 

The’ girl still maintained silence, and a dark sus 
through the young man’s mind. — Bt te 

‘‘ You refuse to promise me?” 

‘* Don’t press me to make a promise.”’ 

** 1 Aneta tea: 

‘*Oh! would I had never seen you Pah oe ae 

‘‘-You have seen me, and now my safety has become subject o- 
yours. It is necessary for my safety that you do promise me.” —— 

‘‘ Why not let me go away?” ene 

““Tt would be fatal to me.”’ 

‘* Fatal to you?’”’ , 

oe Mieg 2 . 

SELOW tsi 4 

‘* You would be recaptured.”’ } 

‘© [ will be.” ; j 

‘* Not if you obey me.” : 

‘* JT will certainly be recaptured.”’ 

‘‘T repeat, you will not be if you obey me.”’ 

‘‘T can not see how my capture will affect you.” 

** It will be fatal to me.”’ : 

** How?” ; 

‘* Tt will then be too late for me #o carry out my plan.”’ — 

“You have a plan?’ : : 

6é I have.’’ 

‘* Why not reveal it to me?” 

‘*TIn good time I will, not now. 
trary manner?”’ 

‘*T have given up all hope.”’ 


7? * eay 


. fi 


Why do you act in such a con- 


“And I will bring all hope back to you.’’. «a 
“ You are'singularly persuasive.” ity Mo eo 
‘*T know just what I mean,” mis ae 
“‘ And you really think that hope remains to me?’’ " ” 
ae it do. i? . i é ? és 


‘“And you want me to make you a promise?” an 7 
‘‘T Jo; andl also wish you to resolve at the same time that you og 
wil! keep vour promise.”’ ; i Beatle Wnt 

“If | make you a promise I will keep it.’’ = ‘ie 
‘‘T am glad to hear you say so. Now, promise me.’’ s 
‘* What shall I promise?”’ : 1 ht yaaa 
‘That you will remain here quietly, and do nothing untilyou 
see me again.” . a ep 
‘*T will promise.”’ 


z Mn Pg) . 7% 
‘‘ And you will keep your promise?” ay Rat = 
© -willi7: s" oS ee 
“T can trust you?” — 4 ‘on 2 
‘<iVes, you-can.”” | 7} rare 


*‘ Enough; I will have great news for you when I return. And 
now, mark my words; remain here quietly; do not show yourself —__ 
at the windows; do not answer any summons at the door; remain 
as I wish, absolutely secluded, and if I do not bring you good news 
when I return, I will say to you ‘go forth,’ and bid you farewell = 
forever.”’ x Py a 

‘T can not understand your interest in me, I repeat. But, having __ 
promised you, I will keep my promise.’’ a 

‘* And IJ will find you here when I return?” ae ne 

“T trust you will.” eto eae 

«You trust I will?” ; a ; 

caYex, etre che 

‘What do you mean?” 

‘* The police may run me down.”’ te 4 Ve 

‘Tf they do not, I will find you here?” i. : y 

rep. ?? : iy wee 

‘That isenough, _I will trust to the police not finding you, and 
I will trust your word. If you betray me, it will be an_eternal dis- Me 
appointment to you. Do you understand me? An eternal sorrow.” . 

‘**T will keep my promise.”’ . saan 

A little later Joe went forth, He had worked a transform, and 
had determined to carry out a bold scheme. _ es an 

Joe had made investigations and had learned where the old lady 
resided whom Ella had robbed. He proceeded to her house. He 
had determined to return to her the money that had been taken, 
and also induce her to withdraw all charges against the unfortunate 
girl, and he did not doubt but that he would succeed. i 

After some time he gained admittance into the house, and after a 
second long wait, an old lady entered the parlor. She was a very 
benevolent-looking lady, and looked at her visitor in an inquiring 
Way, 

‘*Madame,”’ said the visitor, “I came here on a very peculiar 
errand,” - t 
“Very well, sir.”’ Fo rs. 

‘« You once had a young lady living with you as companion?” en 

a came a strange look over the lady’s face, but she did not a 
speak, 

J 28 epee us question, and then the oe said, slowly: 

‘* Yes; I have had several young ladies with: i } 
To which one do you allude?” : Pers cy eae 

gene a moment, and then said: 

‘**One of the young ladies appropriated a pur P > 

t oe ao Fou say, my vont friend?” dale? Set a +) 

‘‘In plain language, madame, I allu 
robbed you.”’ ; Cena ae PoE he 


** You allude to the young lady who robbed me?”’ 

\ poe madame.”’ 

‘Are you certain that one of the young ladies robbed 2 

‘‘ You know very well, madame, that ny statement is Pat ie 

‘1 beg your pardon, sir; I do not know anything i 

The old lady spoke in a map tone, Joe) . 
‘el , a 


* 


he said: 


oa 


_ 


{ oe | 








== ie 
Se in hs rw 
—_—. — is Delano,”’ \ r 

" fou} wt young diy in your employ who robbed yout” 
This bs all very strange what you are saying to me," 
ay a 2” ro 
“Js it not true, madame!" 
“Before answering your question, I'd lik x , 
think that [had been robbed?” eS SOU What Ie 
“T Know you were, madame,”’ 

* You know I was robbed?”’ 

Fes, madame.” 
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“Very well; as you are so certain, will you kindly tell me how 
mn Jess concerns you?" ° « 
** It does not concern me directly.” 
; I thought so.” P 

yet I have an interest in the affair.”’ 

? What is your interest?”’ 
Will you first admit, madame, that you were robbed?” 
“What need to admit it when you know I was robbed?” 
May Task you a favor?” 

_ “ Certainly.’ 


_ ** Will you tell me the amount of your loss with interest?’’ 
“T do not know why I should do so.” 
“Tt is necessary, madame.”’ 
. “*And why is it necessary, sir?’’ 
“I wish to return you the amount,” came the answer. 
, 


s - 


7 


, CHAPTER XXXIX. 


_ Tue old lady looked at her visitor sharply, and he felt very un- 
comfortable. ' 
_ “So you wish to know the amount so you can return it?” 
_ ** Yes, madame.’’ 
_ *£ Do you think you can return it?’’ 
es ‘© Yes, madame. I have some idea of the amount.”’ 
“You have?” 
“ae Yes.”’ Z 
_ “1 yalue my loss at one million or more. Can you return that?’’ 
_ “Madame, you are mad.”’ \ 
“« So you think I am mad?’’ 
ae Yes.”’ 
-__ *- You know the young lady?” 
s Joe did not answer. 
_ ** You certainly would not come here on such business unless 
¥ you knew the young lady for whom you are acting.” 
___ ** I’ve seen her, madame.” 
4 om you are here to pay back what you say she stole?” , 
. “cc es.’ ee ~ . 
=. Come, if you want to settle that case you can do so.”’ 
“That is what I am here for.” 
stg _ “To settle it?” 
ail “e Yes.’’ mS 
Ps  **Go and bring the young lady with you, and I reckon it can all 
be fixed up.”’ 
«J ean fix it without the presence of the young lady.” 
Do you know a large reward is offered for the discovery of a 
certain young lady?” . f 
_ **T have reason to suspect that such is the fact.’’ 
«Yon can earn that reward.”’ 
«J do not seek a reward; I told you my business.’’ 
-_ * T can not settle up the business with you.” 
«Madame, if you knew the truth you would not be so cruel and 
relentless ”’ 
«Suppose you tell me the real truth?”’ nat 
“1 may do so some day; but let it suffice if, -for the present, I 
only return you the amount that was taken from you."’ 
“T.can not permit you todoso.” : ; 
_ “ And you are determined to drive this innocent girl to prison, or 
worse—to death?” 
** Have I said so?” Pout 
“< Your words would imply an implacable determination. 
«Will you tell me why you are interested in this young lady?’’ 
he 1 if you will permit me to settle with you the amount she 
is to have borrowed from you.” 
«At first you said the amount she bad stolen.” Le 
2 «Jf you knew all you would adopt the milder interpretation. ; 
Tell me all.’’ pe 
«J am her friend because she has been so unfortunate. 
** She has been very eeaaeees 
** Who are you, my young frien ; , 
“ES cade, not; om here to plead with you.” 
To plead with me?’ 
d “Yo.” 
e For whom? D 
“This poor girl. 
“If you wees plead for her, why do you not do so?” — 
“1 asm pleading for her. 1am willing to do more, I will make 


gun lows. 
” oie I permit you to do s07"’ 


” erciful and spare her?”’ 
2 iy ge gear to spare her, you will give me some good 
” r 


“ She fe and has been very unfortunate. She is a noble girl.” 
“* She ations 
have charged 


myo 





her with having robbed me?” 
yw you learned that fact.” 
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** But how did you learn that fact?’ of b 
**Can I tell you her story?” Teh 


“Certainly.” I will be glad to hear it." 

Joe told the story. The old lady listened attentively, and tears 
gathered in her eyes. When the sad tale was completed, she asked: 

** Where is the young lady?” . 

** Are you still relentless, madame? Can you still desire to pros- 
ecute her after having heard the real facts?’ 

When Joe saw the tears, he believed he had made a favorable 
impression; but immediately afterward the old lady’s manner had 
changed. She did not answer his question, and Joe said: 

** Madame, I plead now; oh, I pray you, be merciful!” 

“You know where the young lady is? Bring her to me.”’ 

**T will, madame, on one condition. Promise that you will be 
merciful,’ 

*‘ Bring her to me and I will decide.”’ 

‘“*T see your heart is set against her.”’ , 

“* Will you tell me who you are?”’ 

» “*T will.” 

“‘ Do so; and tell me how it is you are so deeply interested in the 
young lady.”’ ; 

Joe told how he had first met Ella, how he had learned her story; 
in fact, he told all; and when he had concluded, the lady said: 

““Young man, you have’ acted a noble part. I can not do less 
than second your efforts to save this young lady. Bring her to me.”’ 

‘* First let me make good your loss.”’ 

‘* No; I think I am as well able to stand the loss as yourself. Go 
and bring her to me.”’ 

“*T can do so without fear?” 

** You can.” 

**'You will not prosecute her?”’ 

“‘ T will aid in saving her.”’ 

**Oh, thank you, madame. 
Bet I fear—”’ 

**'What do you fear?’’ \ 

‘*T fear she will not come to you. She feels her position. She 
is very unhappy.”’ 

““ Tell her she need not fear.’’ 

**Can you not go with me.” 

“Go with you?” 

veWes 2, 

‘* No; bring her tome.”’ 

“T fear, as I said, she will not come.” 

‘** Tell her [ forgive her.” 

‘“ That will be great news. - 

‘“‘ Tell her I have a revelation to make.” 

‘Madame, I go at once.”’ ' 

“Will you return immediately ?”’ 

wld 

‘‘Do not fail. Do not fear for her.”’ 

, ‘Madame, I do not fear; I will not fail.’’ 
Joe started to leave, and the old lady said: | ' 
‘‘Tell her, the revelation I have to make will bring gladness to 

her heart.”’ 

‘* Madame, I will.”’ \ , 

4 \ : 

CHAPTER XL. 


Ir was with a light heart that our hero started for his own house. — 
He had been away several hours. It had been early when he ae 
started out, and he had been’ compelled to wait until a seasonable 
hour before he could call upon Mrs, Delano. 

As stated, it was with a hopeful heart that he entered his house; 
but the moment the door closed behind him a chill went through 
him, and he ejaculated: 

‘*Oan it be possible?”’ ; 

He entered the parlor. The girl was not there. He passed from — 
one room to the other. He did not find her, and his heart sunk 
within him, and he murmured: 

“Can it be possible she is really unworthy, after all?” 

One thing was certain, she was not in the house. He began to 
- look for a note or some word of explanation that she might have 
left for him; but there was no little missive that he could find, 
But suddenly his eyes fell upon a dark spot on the floor. He 
stooped down and looked. Jt was a fresh blood-stain, and he 
ejaculated: E 
- “© Oh, mercy! what can that mean?” — 

He was still contemplating the little crimson stain, when he was 
aroused by hearing a footstep, and the next instant two rough-look- 
ing men entered the room and confronted him. 

“ flow dare you rascals enter here?’’ demanded Joe. |! 

The two men laughed, and one of them said: 

“« He’s cool, Jim.”’ 

‘1 think you men are cool.”’ 

“Do you?”’ 

(aL ae 

“Well, what makes you think so?”’ ul 

“How dare you enter my house?” 

‘Young man, where is the young lady?” 

“The young lady?’ . 

“Yes, the young lady.” 

‘* Please explain; I do not know what you mean,”’ 

** Oh, you don’t know what we mean?’ ' 

NG,” 

‘You are very innocent.”’ . 

‘¢ Yes, 1 am very innocent,”’ 

“ You didn’t aid a female thief to escape from jail last night?’ 

“| reckon you two men are rte 

Again the two men laughed, and one of them said; 

«Young man, it’s no use; we are down on youyes, straight 
down, Mow, where is the girl?’ 


‘ ; 


I felt that you were noble and good. 
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“This is my house.”’ 


oP it?) 
Ves: and I want you two fellows to get out as quickly as 
you c an.’ 


“« Suppose. we Say We won’ 't go?” 
‘«T’]] see that you do go.’ 

‘Ob, you will?” 

‘© Yes, I will.’”’ 

«“That’s all right; but come now, you're caged. Your fun is 
over, Youare a are 

“Tama priscner? 

« That’s it; are you surprised?”’ 

“T tell you that you two men are mad.”’ 

Joe was talking innocent-like, but he knew his game. 
what he was up to all the time. 

“1 reckon you are mad, my friend, mad at being caught; but 
we're on to you now, so just talk up. Where is the girl? It’s no 
use; we will have her, and both of you will go up.’ 

« You ask me where the young lady is?”’ 

«« Yes; that’s about it.” 

“‘T am asking you where she is.’ 

Again the men can and re one who had done most of the 
talking, said: 

“You play, it well, young fellow; but you can’t play us. Come, 
now, talk up.’ i 

“Tam done talking, and I am ready to act.’ 

«Oh, you are?” 

“oT am.” ~% 

“‘T reckon it’s about time for us to act.”’ 

“Sail in, gentlemen!” 

The two men gazed aghast. Here were two great burly fellows 
confronting a mere youth. They were surprised that he had not 
shown terror at their very presence; but when he openly challenged 
them, they were, as stated, taken all aback. 
ss Y oung fellow, you ain’t going to take a fall out of us, are you?” 
y “ec No.’ : 

‘‘ Then what do you mean?”’ 

**T am going to have some fun.’ 

“ Oh, you are?” 

« Va. Ss - 

“ What sort of fun?” 

«J reckon I’ll have to dump you two fellows,” 

““What?’’ 

‘‘That’s what I said, end what I mean.”’ 

“ Well, you are a good ’ un.” 

“You don’t know me yet.”’ 

‘‘Now, stop fooling. Where is the girl?”’ 

‘« That’s what I’m asking you.”’ ( 

“Will you talk up?” " 

** T’ve done talking.”’ 

The two men leaped forward, and the next instant both were 
sprawling. Joe had moved around with the quickness of forked 
lightning. He had struck out with tremendous force, and, as 
stated, both men were tumbled. 

In an instant both were on their feet, and made a second rush, 

and down they went again; and, as they afterward. said between 
themselves, they didn’t know how it was done. / 

Joe, however, was mad. These fellows had invaded his home. 
How they had run him down he did not know; but he did know 
there was a deep mystery about it all. He did not understand 
their asking for the girl. He, however, ‘concluded not to ask 
them any more questions. He quietly slid out of the house after 
downing them the second time, and away he went, leaving them 
to vacate his premises at their leisure. 

The two men recovered their feet, and their faces betrayed ae 
* discomfiture. 

** JT did not look for that,’’ said one. | 

“ Nor I,’’ replied the other. 

© That chap beats anything we ever struck.”’ 

“* He does.”’ 

‘* He’s a young giant.”’ 


He knew 


- 


‘8 He is,’ 


‘To think that two old birds like us should be downed by such |, 


a chicken!”’ 


‘* We’ve got to his nest, however.” 
‘“We have. We'll get him next time.’’ 
“We will.” 


CHAPTER XLI. 


Jon, méantime, walked along, and he muttered: 

‘Tam done with that girl. Beautiful as she is, she does not de- 
serve or merit all the trouble I’ve taken on her account, and I will 
go and tell Mrs. Delano. That good woman has decided to forgive 
her, and all would have been well for her, but she has'‘once more 
broken her promise. I detest liars, and I fear I w ill be compelled 
to decide that the girl has no rege wd for the truth,’ 

Joe reached Mrs, Delano’s house. He found the lady waiting for | 
him, and she said: 

4 You have come alone?”’ 

Y Te Ss, 

. Why 
__. fear the girl ts unworthy, after all.’’ 

‘here came a shadow to the old lady’s face. 
: U worthy?” she repeated, 4 


se 
Yes, 


ig 2” 


What makes you think so?”’ 

Joe told how she had promised, and how he had gone to his 
home and found her gone. fle also told of his struggle with the 
twomen. The old }; dy meditated a moment, and then said: 
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‘1 see it all—yes, I see it ait She has ce 

“* But she has disappeared, She i, to at na nouse 
until my return.’ ap Ke 

‘‘ Does no suspicion cross your mind?’ By thy o 

‘Yes; the suspicion that she is thoroug nly bad is unwort 
all we would do for her.” 

‘Those men?’’ ie yg 

“Well, what of them?”’ M 

‘* Can you not see?”’ ees 

‘*T can not.”’ : 

‘‘She has been made prisoner.” a 

‘* And taken to jail?”’ 0 one 

‘She did not break her promise, 1am sure. Oh, this is hard!” 7% 

Joe did not understand the actions and words of the old ladys) ae 

‘‘ Madame,” he said, ‘‘ what do you mean when you say it is 
hard?’’ i 

‘*T will give you an intimation of my meaning when I tell you ; 
that I will pay you ten thousand dollars if you will search for tbe Saat 
girl, find her, and bring her to me.’ ‘ 

Joe was really amazed. ; 

‘*Madame,”’ he said, ‘‘ you must explain.” 

‘“Go—go, ‘and recover the girl; bring her to me, and I will ex- 
plain all to you. I tell you, I have a very startling revelation to 
make.’ 

“‘Tf you wish to recover possession of the girl, go to at and ; 
withdraw your charge against her.’ 

‘Would that I had known ere I made the charge,” . 

“You can see the district-attorney or the judge, oe arrange to. 
withdraw the charge. Indeed, you can make up a little statement ‘ F 
that will compel them to discharge her. I can arrange it for you.” — 

The old lady rose and paced the floor, and as she marched to and 
fro, she muttered: 

“‘ What shall 1 do—what shall I do?” 

‘*Tt is plain enough, madame, what you can do.’ 

‘‘But you do not understand. No, you do not anderstana. % 

«Why not explain to me?”’ 

“‘T do not know what to do.’ 

‘* Madame, you can mist ee ie ihe +e 

“Oh! that i could.”’ . \ 

“You can.’ ty Re . 

“*T fear to tell you the truth.” \ ees 

“« You can trust both my honor and my fad enene < ia 

‘‘Oh! it has been such a strange experience!’’ a 

Joe was becoming greatly interested. He had Bieoyenta that 7) * a 
the | poe concerned Ella, and a weltg suspicion rose in his ars 
min ae 

‘‘Madme, you can not conceive how I can aid you if you will a 
only trust me. F 

“‘ You can aid me; yes, you can aid me.’ 

9 Pwill aid you, madame. All you ae to do is to tell me how Ae 
I dan.” cplaeee ‘ a 

“The girl.’”’ 

‘What of her?” 

“* Rescue her.’ =F 
‘Will you tell me why you have such a strange interest in the 
rescue of the girl?’’ y 

““T dare not tell.”’ , 

‘YYou dare not?” 

“é No.’ 

ue Madang, if you knew—well, you would fear nothing.” 

‘But I dare not tell you. I will give you a fortune if you will 
find the girl and bring her here to me.” ‘ 

‘‘ I will find her; in fact, I think there will be little aificulty i in 
finding her.”’ 

“T fear you will have great difficulty in finding her sire aN 

a en you fear she will kill herself?” 7 

ce QO. 

“Then what do you fear?” 

The old lady flashed a quick, strange glance on, the young man, 
and said: 

‘“T fear she is murdered.”’ 

** Murdered!”’ ejaculated Joe, phe 

““* Yes,”’ 

“Who would murder her?” 

«She has a bitter enem 

“She has a bitter enemy ?” repeated Joe. ne ee ; 

s moe yes, a a enemy.”’ aed Ps 

‘Madame, what does all this mean? Are you her bit a 

“No, no; YT d give my life to find her.” . of Dea caan 
; f And, yet you put the police on her track. You made her a 

ugitive 

“T did not know.’ 

‘s pets is it you dia not know?”’ . 

“Never mind me; go find her, and y 

‘* I believe this is all a trick.” bai ibaa eS 

*“ Alla trick?’’ 

«ce Yes, 9° 

es na can it be a trick?” 

** You are deceiving me in order to ¢ ” 

x No, 203 eit oe gain possession of her, 

““T tell you she isin the hands of the p % 
my ones a oan fact pe she had been aoe i te 

‘‘ Not by the police; those were policemen with whom you had 
Pe aaa no; she has not been captured by the police,” 

\ > bitter ya Oa who would kill her,”’ 

ou must speak more plainl ’ 8 , 
See you are Gagetri ng: me, : Fe. SUG ae ae ne Cle 

*“1 am not deceiving you, Go fin 

“Where shall I look!" | Ae 

**Go to your home; pick up a ‘ete act the 
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re interested in the girl” / nn 
Whe not? xd in her; 1 am not now.” 
eo 7 a store tl c . 
' : not break h ee 
ne. Go find her.” er promise. She is in the hands 
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CHAPTER XLII. 


E — in amazement. He discerned that there was a mean- 
Ont her e old lady's words, “She is in the hands of a foe. Go 


ie Re she is in the hands of a foe?” 
“ What do you mean?” 


“Do not ask me now. Go find her,” 
_ ** You said find a clew?’”’ 
“tT did.” 4 
a You can 
“TI can?”’ 
“sé Yes. ” } 
Bor 
_“* There is a meaning in your words. Tell me what you mean 
i and I will know what e do.” 2 
, “ L have told you that I would make you rich if you would find 
> he girl.””+ 


, 


give mea clew.”’ 
a ‘* 
| 
. @ 
ae AS, 


7 


f 5 “*T have said I had lost all interest in her.”’ 
~*~ **'¥ou misjudge her.”’ 
Pgh “sl da?” 
-. ae Yes.”’ 
: 2 “ce How?” 2 
"a 


_ “* You think she broke her promise.”’ 
“She did.” 
**She did not.” ; 
“It is strange that you should know.’” 
“1 do know. Oh, what shall I do?” 
_--—-—_s ** Madame, no matter what your secret may be, reveal it to me. 
ca + Give me one good reason why I should find this girl, and I will, 
. oe the heavens fall.” oy 
_ “Then you can tind her?” 
1.) Can, : 
Do so, and you will become rich.’’ 
an gt Sint move one step until I know what you mean. This girl 
eS . a | you, and you put the police on her track, and now suaenly 
oe u pretend to have a great interest in her. This must pu] e@ ex- 
ed 29 


“Find her, and I will explain all to her.” / 

“Twill not move one step until you tell me just what it all 

wi mean aT oF . 

Pes A moment the old lady meditated, and then said: 

aoe a? li do not know; it might be well to tell you all.” 

— *  * Tt will be well.” A 

wer ‘Tcan trust you?” 

" iets Yes, you can trust me. 
__* Thave been deceived so often.”’ 

TJ will not deceive you.”’ 
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a pn the old lady meditated, and then finally said: 
_*-—s «*'F will tell you all. I believe I can trust you.”’ 
You can rest assured that you can trust me.” 
. 4 “Ella is my granddaughter.” 
«Joe stared like one gazing at a ghost, and repeated: 
te. Your ee 3 
: ‘* Yes, she is my granddaughter.” 
Par.  “ Your declaration deepens the mystery.”’ 
‘ =u Howl”. |, , : 
eT “If she is your grandchild, why did you put the police on her 
ss track?» Why did you set human bloodhounds to hunting your own 
flesh and blood?” \ 
_ ** ‘It is easily explained.” La 
es: _ “ Please explain it.”” \ i, 
a “1 did not know she was my granddaughter.’ 
- “« When did you discover the fact?”’ 
5 “* The day before you came to me,” 
_ ** How did you discover it?” 
 * eeidentally.” 
** Explain all.”’ . 
- “J have explained enough.” . 
“ But you say she*has an enemy.”’ 
** Yes: and my own life is in peril.’’ : 
“You need fear nothing if you will tél me all.” 
Again the old lady meditated. She remained lost in thought a 
time, and finally said: . 
“Tl have a step-grandson, He is my heir, or he was my heir 
when J Jearned that Ella was my granddaughter. { took him into 
my confidence. I thought he would aid me to find her. He 
eppeared p He said he would aid me, Since you left me 
# women called upon me and made a terrible revelation. She said 
grandson had determined to find the girl and kill her, and, 
falling t find her, he would kill me before I had time to alter my 
will, She made revelations going to show that I have been de- 


m ceived aa years—that my grandson is a villain. She made 
sone VETY ng 
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is 


—_ 2 


statements, 


woman may have Hed to you.” 
Ee gt did re lie to me. bhe made statements that I was 
corroborate. 1 must find my own child, and at once, I 
wil his man, He ia viper whom I have oursed all these 
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a ! . ted many particulars to Joe, 
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She told how she had lost her son many, Many years previously, 
and then told how she had found a package of letters which were 

a revelation to her—letters that had been lost for years, and which 
had been addressed to her husband—her second husband —whom 
she had trusted and believed in. nd then she told how she had ’ 
taken her husband's grandson to her bosom, and how she had — 
found letters addressed to him from his grandfather. These letters 


told the story of Ella and her parents; revealed how this man had 4 
ruined them; how he had. lost the child;, revealed how he had 
sought Ella in order to destory her so that the great fortune of his 


> 


wife should go to him—his own grandson. These revelations 
suddenly caused the old lady to recall a strange resemblance in 
Ella--a resemblance that had first attracted her toward the poor 
helpless girl, and then she remembered a little satchel the girl had 
left. In this satchel she found a letter which revealed the girl’s 
real name. Then all came to her, and she determined to win in 




















grandson over. She asked him to help her find the girl, promising 

to divide her fortune between them. He appeared to agree, and — 

promised to find Ella, and then almost immediately came the 

revelation from the woman. TW 
‘* And who was this woman?’’ “Joe asked; and the answer came: 
‘* A poor creature who in law is his wife, whom he secretly mar-— 

ried, and whom he first deserted and now abuses and pursues, 

She has been on his track, and accidentally learned his purpose.” _ 
““ And what do you suspect?’ asked Joe. te 
“Can you not guess?” 

Ost 


“ec | 


‘‘He has been on the girl’s track. A certain suspicion has — 


come to me.”’ i 
* “ And what is your suspicion?” . _ 
“That he has all along suspected her identity.”’ ' Vs 
** Ella’s?”’ . 
PV eSa5 / 
Well?” 


** Since learning that { have identified her he has found her,’’- 

** Found her?” 

“ae Yes. ” 

‘« And you mean he has tracked her to my house?”’ 

oe Yasin? < 

‘« How could he do that?” 

‘‘T believe he has been on her track. I believe he has been all 
along urging the police to arrest her.” 

The old lady more fully stated her suspicions, and related little — 
incidents that confirmed them, and finally the real truth dawned » 
upon Joe, and he said: 

‘“T believe you are correct.” ’ ) 

“« And what will you do?” 

‘* You need have no fear; 


I will find Ella and attend to her pur- 
suer.”’ : . 


\ 
CHAPTER XLIII. ' \ 


“‘Srarr at once,’’ said the old lady. . 

‘‘T am to find the girl at any cost?” 

“eé Yes.’’ P ' 

“How about your grandson?” ; 

«« What do you mean?” 

‘« Suppose he should eu8 in my way?” “ aa 

‘Consider nothing; find the girl.” \ 

““ When can I see this man?” 

«I can show you his photograph.” 

“‘That will do; and what is his name?” 

‘He is known as Roger Delano.” 

‘« And you think he has found Ella?” 

LN CBS - ’ ' 4 

‘‘ A} right, madame. You have learned the real character of 
Roger Delano. Do not confide anything more to him.” 4 

“1 never will.’’ owt i Em 

The photograph was shown to Joe. He took it with him, and | 
then started forth. He went to his own home and took a survey, — 
The men had left. He managed to enter the house, He secured. 5 
a few things that he needed, and was out again on the street. , 

He knew the detective who had arrested Ella; and who had taken 
her 10 the station. He hung around to get on that man’s track, - 
He succeeded. He followed the man. He saw him go to a cert es 
resort, He 

Joe was under a good disguise. He followed into the house. — 
He saw the detective join a man, and at a glance our hero recog- _ 
nized the man as Roger Delano, and he muttered: Sve 

“Well, the old lady certainly displayed great discernment. 
hit upon the truth, It is evident that this man Roger Delano has ~ 
been in constant communication with the detective.”’ ei 

Joe took up a position that enabled him to overhear all that 
passed between Delano and the officer. The latter said: ‘7 

‘*}’ve been here several times to.see you.” 

‘*T was busy,”’ was the answer, 

“JT thought I would have good news for you. 

“| trust you have.”’ 

‘““T succeeded in arresting the girl.” ; 

“That is good news.”’ 

‘But | have another statement to make,” } 

‘“« Proceed,” 

‘The girl escaped,” 

*« She did.’’ 

Van ; 

“ That is bad.”’ 

“There is a mystery about it.” 

‘« There is?’’ 

Yes," 

“Well?” 
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“Whom do you suppose aided her to escape?”’ 

‘“T have not the faintest idea,” 

** You can not guess? 

a<No.”’ 

“Phe old lady who was robbed by her—your own good grand- 
mother.”’ 

** Tmpossible!”’ 

«(It is true.’’ . 

“Well, this is a strange state of affairs!’ 

“Itis true. And now, what does it mean?’’ 

«*T reckon I can guess what it means.”’ 

oe ell?”” ; 

«‘ The old lady is very tender-hearted. She has relented; and if 
that is true, we will give up the chase.” 

The detective smiled in a knowing manner, and said: 

«That is how it would appear on the surface; but the real truth 
is, some one personated your good old grandmother—some con- 
federate.”’ 

«Ts it possible?”’ 

«That is the only solution I can arrive at.”’ 

Again Roger Delano meditated, and then said: 

«Tell me all about it.”’ 

The officer related how the escape had taken place, and when he 
had concluded, Delano said: 

“<1 can see it all.” 

ey ou can?” 
wie Yes,” 
inna Well?” gant 
“‘ My grandmother has really relented. She must have instigated 
_ the rescue.”’ 
—_ ** Tt does not seem possible.’’ h 
‘Tt is true. I have suspected all along that she was relenting.” 
‘* But will you permit it?” 
“‘T can not see what I can do.”’ 
«You can order me to go ahead.”’ 
“You do not need that order.’’ 
- ‘But the reward?’’ 


e «The reward is withdrawn.’ 

| ** That is what I was getting at.” } 

Yes; if my grandmother has relented, she will not pay the re- 
__-ward.”’ . 

oer.“ All right; the case is off then as far as I am concerned.”’ 
“hat is for you to decide. I can speak now for my grand- 
mother. The promise of the reward is withdrawn.”’ 


Delano stayed for a few moments and then departed. Joe was 
about to follow him, but a muttered remark from the detective 
caused him to keep his seat. The officer was evidently very angry. 
0. _ He glared after Delano, and muttered: 
Pri ‘‘That fellow is up to some game. I see it all, He is the one 
__-who played the rdle of Mrs. Delano, and he knows where the girl 
is at this moment. I'll just keep my eyes on him, and I will find 
the girl. Iwill arrest her, and then we will see whether they will 
pay the reward or not. That fellow must think I am a fool, but 
I reckon I am on to his little game.’’ 

The detective worked a transform a few moments later when an 
opportunity offered. He did not think he was observed at the 
ti time, but Joe was on to him, and fell to a double shadow. Delano 
__-was still in sight. The officer fell to his trail, and, as stated, Joe 
r fell to a double shadow. 

The fellow Delano took a stroll on Broadway, and the officer 
___ kept up the shadow for some time. At length an idea ran through 
at Ee hero’s mind. He felt that he would like the trail all fo him- 
Ig } 

i - **T reckon I can run this alone,’’ he muttered. 

As A good scheme had presented itself, and he determined to carry 
F it out, - 


ae re) , 
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CHAPTER XLIYV. 


Jor stepped forward and touched the officer on the shoulder. 
The latter turned, and demanded: 
“« Well, what do you want?” 
Be » ** You are an officer?’’ 
ee Am" 1?’ 
by many C8," Ae 
'  ** How do you know? 
** I know.”’ 
“Well?” 
**1 can tell you something.”’ 
** Speak out.”’ 
~"The\gal.”’ 
** What gal?” 
“That escaped from the station.’’ 
“What of her?’’ 
“You can find her.’’ 
~ I can?’’ 
cy es,’” 
** Where?” 
ce ‘ s . . . 
_. She is now walking in the square with one of the men who 
aided her to escape.’’ 
The officer looked our hero all over, and demanded: 
** Who are you?” 
as 2Q7)° ‘ . . 
i it doesn’t matter who 1 am, as long as I give you a straight 
“* How is it you know the gal?” 
‘7 am against her,” 
** You are against her?” 
Yea,” 
“Why?” 
“That is my business, 


Lees 
- tal alien a 


You want her?’’ 





“e I do.”’ : 

‘* I’ve told you where to find her.”’ “i 
“You may be giving me a ‘ steer.’ ”’ 

‘‘ What object would I have?’’ ° ae id 
‘You may know better than I do.”’ a” 


¢ 7 


‘« All right; let the gal go; don’t bother.’’ 7 

“‘T may let the gal go, and take you.” 

‘“- You can have me if you want me,”’ 

‘‘ You say the gal is in the park?” 

‘* That’s what I said.’’ 

“‘Come and point her out to me.’’ 

teh OBITS ig 

** Why not?” 

‘*T value my life.”’ 

** Explain.”’ 

‘‘T am giving her away. They may lay me out.” . 

The officer thought a moment. He did not fully understand it, 
but detectives often receive strange tips in an unexpected manner, 
and he determined to follow the clew. 

He started for the park, and the instant he was out of sight Joe 
started to hunt up the man Delano, and he immediately made a dis- 
covery. He learned that Delano had known or suspected a shadow, 
as immediately after learning that the detective had fallen from his 
trail he moved off at a rapid pace, evidently having a purpose in his 
mind. 

While following Delano and the detective, Joe had been revolv- 
ing in his mind the fact ‘of the girl’s having been taken from his 
house, That event was an incident he could not explain. In the 
meantime, he kept on the trail of Delano, and he played his part 
well, and managed to escape observation. 
several turns, and then go to a very handsome house in a fashion- 
able up-town cross-street. The fellow entered the house, and after 
a little observation Joe reached a conclusion as to the character of 
the place. He recognized that it was one of those elegant faro dens 
where so many enter rich and leave poor, and ofttimes ruined. 

Our hero thought over a plan of operations, ahd finally entered 
the house. At the door, a fellow in uniform, who was on hand to 
play his part, stopped him and asked: . 

‘“ Well, sir, whom do you want to see?”’ f ae 

Joe passed over his card in an assured and careless manner, 
assuming that the man must certainly know him. The fellow was 
deceived, and permitted the young man to pass in. Once in the 
house, the road was clear. Our hero ascended to a room on the 
second floor. There was no game in progress, but several men 
were sitting around and chatting in an easy manner. Joe recog- 
nized the game. It was a private club, seemingly. The gambling- 
school was under cover. The young intruder acted the same way 
as the other men, and taking a paper, sauntered into a side room 
which opened into a similar room. He had been seated but a few 
moments when he heard voices—he had an excellent memory for 
voices—and at once recognized that Delano was in the adjoining 
room, and one of the speakers. The man with Delano was evi- 
dently in an angry mood, as he was speaking in a sharp, quick 
tone. : Nef. 
‘*T say, Delano,’’ our hero heard him say, ‘‘ you’ve fooled me 
long enough.’’ 

‘It will be all right, Denby.’’ 

““ Oh, yes, that’s what you’ve told me for the last few months.”’ 

““Tve been waiting.” ; \ 

*“So I have been waiting. You owe me a hundred thousand. 
I’ve backed you until Iam almost ruined myself, and now I want 
my money.”’ . 

‘*T’ve paid you some on account.”’ 


‘“‘ Bah! that has been but a mere pittance compared to what you” 


owe me.’’ 
““Tt will be all right, Denby.’’ 
‘* Tt must be at once, or I'I—”’ . 


““Hush!"’ cried Delano. 
“Oh, I’ve been hushed long enough. I can send you up, and 
you know it; I’ve got your—”’ 
“Will you hush?”’ e 
“* No one hears me.”’ 
‘* We can’t tell who may hear you.’’ = 
“* All the world will hear me.in a few days if I do not receive 
some money.”’ 5 
** You shall receive some money.’’ 
“*’‘When?’’ 
“* Possibly day after to-morrow.’’ 
**I won’t wait.”’ 
** You won’t wait?’ 
oe No.’’ = 
“* What will you do?” ) 
; 4 ene you over to the police. I am satisfied you are a dead 
raud. : 
“*T tell you all will be right.’’ 
“‘T don’t see it.” 
“* It’s true.”’ 
“* Do you want me to believe you?’’ 
PENA ACG pee } 
, ‘Then give me some substantial reason for Waiting. I’ve re-& 
ceived so many promises I am tired.’’ = 
‘“ Denby, I will certainly pay you.’ 
‘. Doyso;27 
“‘ In a few days at furthest.” 
: oe pee my ee take up this matter.”’ 
you do you will spoil all. Listen: something wi : - 
night that will put me in a position to satisfy OH sel eet 
receive every cent that I owe you.” 4 


‘* What will occur to-night?” y 


Delano hesitated a moment, and t 
pele eee : hen said in a husky voice . 


\ 





He saw his man make — 
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went through Joe's heart, He heard the words, and the 
+ Whose death was it the fellow spoke of? One 
ypeared er a ag Spang in his mind, and our 
resol at he wou ot sigh sc 
lady sick. Delano’ d not lose sight of the rascal. 


“ She may die?’ 

~ Yes.” 

» ~ — feel certain ?"’ 

. e@s.”’ « 

* 2 am glad you told me that.” 

_ “T knew you would be satisfied.”’ 
**T am not satisfied. I am alarmed.” 
“You are alarmed?” 

“ Yes, I am. »” 
*< You know I am her heir?” 
aoe a moment there came no answer, and Delano went on, and 
_ “The moment she is dead, I can raise all the money 1 need.”’ 
“*1 don’t know about that. I’ve something to tell you, some- 
thing that may be very startling news to you, or you may know it, 
but my lawyer is the counsel also of Mrs. Delano. The old lady is 
preparing to make a new will.” 
_ As the man Denby uttered the statement, a curse fell from the 
lips of Delano, and he ejaculated: 
“«Tt’s false.” 
“< It's true.” 
“Who told you?”’ 
“‘Did you know about it?” 
“Tt’s not true” ; 
«Then you have not heard of it?” 
«It’s false; it’s not true.”’ 
«* Another heir has been discovered.” 
«« What nonsense!’’ 
“Tye got it straight, and I want my money. I must have it. 
~The old lady has plenty of money and securities in the house, but 


it is not for you. She will make a new will.” ‘ 
“Tt'’sa lie!”’ 
“Delano, let’s come down to plain talk. You know all about 


this, and that 
you do it.” 
Do what?” | 
«Kill the old lady. 1 tell you there is a new will, and you are 
ae , ; : 
e It’s f: St \ \ 
“It’s true, And now we’ve got down to the real situation, we'll 
. Isee you mean business. You do not mean to lose a fort- 
une, but you are going the wrong way to work.” 
«* What shall I do?’ 
«Do not rely upon her will.” ae 3 a 
‘ But is it true, what you tell me?’ 
«Jt is true, and you know it. Don’t be a fool, now.” 
‘It’s all news to me.” 
-** It is?” / 
<0 'Yes."7 
«Then why were you going to murder the old lady?”’ 
««J did not mean to. murder her.’’ 
<< Who was it that you expected to die?” 5 
«The new heiress.” 
«« Ah, you did know about it!”’ : 
«JT knew that a girl had cropped up whom the old lady had gone 
mad over.”’ ; 
« And do you know who the girl is?” 
“J know where she is.”’ 
: Joe heard the words, and the statement of Mrs. Delano was fully 
ty , confirmed. The old lady’s suspicion had been .correct, after all, 
and she had put our hero on the right trail. , 
ae ee a know where the heiress is?’’ 
oe } 0.”” 
= “Do you know who she is?’’ 
“Oh, some 1 waif.’’ 
** Nothing of the sort; 


daughter.” 
“Who gave you this?’’ 


** My lawyer.” 

** He is deceived.” 

“Not he. The old rat knew about the existence of this grand- 
daughter al) the time.”’ 
‘Why did he not inform my mother?’ f 

“He had his own reasons. But now that the old lady is on to 
the truth, he is doing all he can to aid her, and he advised me to 
get my money from you or put you in jail.” 

“ He advised you to put me in jail?” 


is why you tell me there will be a death; but don’t 


’ 





she is the old woman’s real grand- 


, 


Paes” 
“Then you would surely lose your money.” 
. “No, I wouldn't, I'd get it sure that way. My lawyer told me 


4 


“ Tell me.”’ 
“Not now, but 
connpelled to do #. 
- Well?” 
“ There ie a way you can win.” 
oo ’ 


How? 
Z You like straight talk?” 
mn oO } vet” 


ee 


I do not want to risk that game unless I am 
1 have a plan for you.” 


PHENOMEN: 


act, 


—P 
. i 
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“ You know where the real heiress is?” 

“ Yes.” A 

*“ Well?” 

** Go on.” 

‘Dead people can’t inherit.” 

** 1 know that,”’ 

‘* In your case that is not all.”” we 

" Go on.” * 

** Rob the old woman.”’ 

** Well?” 

“That is not all.’’ 

“Go on.” 

** Dead people don’t change their wills.” 

** You mean kill both?’’ 

‘* Something of that kind may occur.” 

oe 4 see. ” 

* Will you act?” 

ay Wait.’’ 

** Tl] wait.” 

**T’ll see you later.”’ Beeb 1 

‘Good enough, old man; but remember, you must act or I will 

I must have my money. I can not be a loser,”’ ae 
A few moments later Joe heard the two men say good-bye 

each other, and he heard Delano say where he was going, and also — 

heard him arrange to meet Denby on the following morning. a 
A little later Joe saw the man Denby. Hé marked him well, | 

and then started to follow Delano, and as he walked along, he 

muttered: : a 
‘« It’s well I am on this whole scheme or there would be a double 

murder done, and the world would never be the wiser. But I see 

through the whole scheme. Denby is the man with the long head. 

He will take no chances. _ Murder, and_then robbery, eh? That’s 

the scheme. Well, we shall see, and, Mr. Denby, I will give you 

the scare of your life before this night is over. 1 reckon yaqu are a 

villain, and you shall be met.” 7 
Delano went to the place he had named, and there he met a 

villainous-looking fellow, and a scheme was talked over in the © 

most undisguised and terrible particularity. ei, 
Our hero overheard every word, and finally muttered: “ 
“The villain will fall into his own pit.” 




























CHAPTER XLVI. 


Jor was fully satisfied, as stated, that Ella really was a prisone 
in the hands of the man Delano, and he was also satisfied, indeed, 
he had positive proof, that the villain contemplated a double 
murder. \ Sh ef 

Having overheard the man’s plans, he decided upon his course 
and later that evening was walking along Broadway, when he met 
the man Denby. Joe conceived the carrying out of a great game. 
He located Denby, and then went to a place and worked a com- 
plete transform, and a little later he was once again on the ‘‘ lay 
for the man Denby. He did not have long to wait. Fortune was 
with him. ‘ a 

He followed the man Denby, proceeded along, and finally started 
to cross Washington Square. Suddenly a veiled lady stepped for- 
ward and touched him on the arm. . 

The man turned, and seeing himself facing a woman, demanded: 

“Well, what do you want?”’ 

‘«*Money,’’ came the answer. 

The man Jaughed. 

“«- You want money?” ' 

‘¢ ‘Yes,”’ / 

“« Who from?”’ 

“You.” 

«‘ From me?” 

+ Yes, 

“You've got a cheek. Why should | give you money?” 

“To buy my silence.” ; 

«To buy your silence?”’ 

«Yes; you know women like to talk.’’ 
“Yes, women like to talk, but Iam not buying buttons for 
lips.” 

“You will buy buttons for my lips.” 

“¢JT will?” 

AY Gane 

«< You’ve struck the wrong man.”’ 

‘No; your name is Denby.” 

“« Suppose it is?” 

‘You are my man.” 

Trams 

(oN OOS 

«What are you up to? What do you want?’’ 

‘* Money.” ; 

“You will get no money out of me.” 

“Yes, 1 will.” 

“All right; you know better than I do,”’ 

“Yes, I know better than you do,” 

““ What do you know?’’ 

“Phat is the question you should have asked before, sir,” 

‘«T ask it now.”’ ; 

“7 am on your game,” 
“ You are on my game?’’ } oa 
* Yes," a 
“That’s good.”’ 

“Tt may not be good for you if I talk.”’ 
“ What will you talk about?” 


“« Murder,”’ 
+ “Murder!” ee Denby. 
“ You, a double murder,”’ 
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‘** Woman you are crazy?”’ 
‘* Am [?”’ 
**Sure.”’ 
*T reckon not. You have instigated murder; yes, a‘double 
murder.” 


**T have?” , d 

“Yes; and if the murder is committed, you will be hung as an 
accessory.’’ 

«You go along; you’re mad.”’ 

‘© You are mad.”’ 

** Who is it I will murder?” 

‘Oh, you know,”’ 

**T am at a loss to guess,” 

**Shall I tell you?’”’ 

aay e8,"” 

“You have instigated the murder of an old woman and a young 
woman. You have instigated a robbery. You alone will be 
responsible if the murders are committed.’ fe 

“See here, woman, I am on to your game. 

« Are you?”’ 

**T am.” 

oe Well?”’ 

**T know who put you up to this.” 

* Oh, you do?’ 

"TT do.” r 
It’s true, all the Same. He commits the murder, he is arrested, 
and then he tells who set him on to the deed.”’ 
** And who will believe him?”’ 
“¥ am his witness.’’ 
*“Oh, you are?”’ 
“Tam.” ee 
_ * And how is it you know anything about it?” 
“I heard you put up the crime for him to commit.” 
“ This is a great game your friend is playing.”’ 
** My friend?”’ 
pees Yes,’’ ; 
a “Who is my friend?’’ \ 
f ** Oh, you Know well enough.” 
_ ** 7 think T am your friend.”’ 
i °° How?’’ 
“Tam telling you of your danger.” 
_ ** For what purpose?” 

__ “* You can prevent this murder and robbery.’’ 

** Who are you?”’ 
“ “*It doesn’t matter. You know I am telling you the truth.” 
__ ** And you want money?” 

ee Yes.’’ 
** How much?”’ 

. ** A receipt in full for all Delano owes you.”’ 
“Aha! it is just as 1 thought. You go and tell Delano this little 
game won't work. I know’him of old.” 
__ ** You can save money.”’ 
oS 4 “é How?’’ t 
___ “* By telling me all you know about Delano.” 
_ “reckon there is not much I can tell you.” i 
“You can tell me a great deal.” 
“Tam not giving information.” 
“Then I am, and to the police.” ; 
_ “* You are giving information to the police?” 
- “*Tam, unless I get some information out of YOUN? 

“What information do you want?” 
___ ** Information that will send these men to jail for life.’’ 
__ ** You are not seeking information of that kind.” 

“Yes, 1 am; and if I don’t get it, I will act.’’ ’ 

‘What will you do?” 
_ “ Hand both of you over to the police.” 
__** You want to send him to jail?” 
money es.” 
** Then why don’t you wait until he commits the murder?” 
____ **T do not wish to see life’sacrificed.’’ 
** You will get no information from me.” 
“You have forged paper.’’ 
Pe well?’” 
“You want your money?’’ 
ae I do,’’ 
_ “That is all you want?’’ 
ec Yes. 9 ‘ 
*“ You can get it,”’ 
“That’s all I want. Who will pay me?’ 
*“ What-is the amount?” 
‘* Tf I tell you, what then?’ 
“TI will redeem the forged notes,’’ was the answer. 


“4 CHAPTER XLVIL. 


THE man Denby laughed, and said: 

* This is a very nice game, but it won’t work, and you ‘ git.’ ”’ 

The man Denby made a quick movement, and Joe saw the 
muzzle of a pistol glaring at him, 

Will you ‘ git 72” 

** Go easy, mister,”’ 


“I see your game, Go tell Delano it won’t work; go at once,” 

“I’ve nothing to tell Delano, . I’ve told you all I've got to say.”’ 

“All right; but you ‘ git.’ ay 

“When I am ready; but let me tell you one thing: if you ever 
get your money, it will be when you squeal om Delano. That’s 
my last word to you; and if you keep out of jail, you’re lucky, 
that’s all. Good-evening, Denby.” 

. y 

As Joe spoke, he wheeled around, and, as the boys say, skipped. 


“A nice little trick!’’ muttered Denby, when left alone. | ‘* Bo 


pied for a long time. 


| a female, evidently a colored woman. 
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Delano thinks he can play me, ch? I show up the paper, getafall 
on my head, am found dead, and that ends it. Yes, yes; it was a 
good game, but it didn’t work on me.,’’ . 
Joe had a purpose in his little interview with Denby; but in the 
main he was only amusing himself, but ‘‘ casting an anchor to 
windward,’’ all the same, 
Joe knew that the villain Delano was to be at a certain place at 
a given time, and he was on deck. Delano appeared. He walked - /* Ang 
to and fro, as though waiting for some one, and finally, seemingly — 21 
disappointed, he walked away, still disguised as a woman. F 
Joe followed him, and finally saw the fellow enter a house. Joe 
had little difficulty in entering the house also, and he discovered 
that it was a furnished abode, which had evidently been unoceu- 


Our hero moved about with great caution. He had entered the 


place well prepared for anything that might occur. He heard 
voices after he had been in the house a few moments, and he ee 
- ascended the stairs. ; a 
He soon discovered that two persons were conversing in the front ay) 
‘room on the second floor. He also discovered that the door had a 
been left ajar. The parties evidently were not afraid of being =A 
overheard, as they conversed in ordinarily loud tones. He heard 4 
: Delano ask: ‘ Be re 
‘** Well, how is she?” aa 


“‘ She has not spoken a word,’’ was the answer. 
Joe, who was a great genius, discovered that the last speaker was 
* 


““ Does she appear dazed ?”’ 

“No, sah; she am bright enough. She acts kinder indifferent, 
like as doe she did not care much wedder school kept or not.” we te 

‘* Sally, you want to be rich, don’t you?”’ oe f 

** Well, now, you bet.’’ . 

‘* Here is a chance for you to make a fortune.” 

** How’s dat, sah?”’ 

‘You can guess.”’ . 

‘No, I can’t. I nebber was good at gessin’.’’ 

“*T hate that woman.”’ : 

“* Golly, sah, I jes’ thought yer dead in love wid her.” 

““No; I hate her.’’ 

** She’s mighty pretty, sah.”’ 

** Is she?’’ 4 

‘“'You bet. Why, where were yer eyes all de time?” + 

**T never saw her.”’ 

“Golly, dat am strange; I jes’ thought yer brought her heah 
*cause yer lubed her.’’ 

‘“ You say she is pretty?”’ 

“ She is de prettiest gal I ebber saw in all my life, sah; yes, dat 
am suah,”’ . 

The fellow Delano appeared to meditate a moment, and then 
said: { 
“Sally, I reckon I’ll go in and have a look at her; but it won’t 
do to go and see her if she is tied up.”’ 

“‘She ain’t tied up, sah; she’s free, and all right ter receib com- 
** You go and tell her you have called a doctor to see her.”’ 

Sally laughed, and said: / 

“That am a good idea, although she wouldn’t talk ter me. I’se 
been talkin’ to her all de time, an’ I told her dis were a hospital 
an’ dat she wer’ sick an’ wer’ sent heah by her friends, an’ all sich 
nonsense as dat, so when yer go in dar yer kin jes’ carry out der 
same ideah.’’ , 

‘* Yes, it is a good idea, Sally. You are pretty smart.” F 

“ Yer kin jes’ bet I is.”’ 

‘*You go in and prepare her for my visit.”’ 

“* All right, sah.’’ 

Joe dodged out of sight, and saw the colored woman come out in 
the hall and go to the rear room. He had overheard every word 
that was said, and he rejoiced at the prospect of once more acting 
as the rescuer of the beautiful Ella, that strange girl for whom he 
had such a thrilling and startling revelation in store. . _ 

‘Fhe colored woman was gone but a few moments, and then 
returned to the room where she had left Delano. 

Our hero, meantime, had decided upon his course. He would be 
at hand, and he was determined to see what the action of the fel- 
low Delano would be. One fact he had learned—Delano had not 
been present at the time of the abduction. He had evidently em- 
ployed agents, who had made poor Ella a prisoner. 

‘‘ Well, sah, yer kin see her. And, golly, fer de fust time she 
spoke.”’ 

“* She spoke?”’ 

"aT Yieg.2? 

“* What did she say?’’ 

“I tole her de doctor wer’ heah to see her, -and she laughed, and 
golly, what a sweet laugh she has, sah. But I’se got a ’spicion.”” 

“You have a suspicion?” ' 

** Yes, sah,’’ 

in yee what is it?’’ 

‘‘ I reckin dat she needs der doctor. It am de opini is ver 
chile dat she hab gone stark mad!”’ Se a oma 4 












CHAPTER XLVIIL. 


_JOE overheard the words, and there came to him a sudden con- 
viction that there was a possibility that the old woman's words 
were true. He remembered many strange words that had fallen 


from her lips, many singular actions; indeed, her whole career, . 
according to her own account of herself, would indicate an unbal: Tmt 
anced mind, . 


The thought, or, rather suspicion made him very unhapy. _ 
) 5 ’ ’ t ; a 
determined to save her from the man Delano, all the same, SN 
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D, ‘The old colored woman was alone. Joe 
TOO before old Sally could scream or make 
her hands, and at once she became paralyzed. 
= ean to ne and ee her, and then he 
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is conclusion proved correct. He glanced into the room The 
m had closed a door behind him, but he had not locked it. 


Joe peeped through the key-hole, 
uta was standing behind a chair, her eyes were blazing with 
nger, but she did indeed look beautiful, and her words, as our 
_ ero peeped in the room, were suggestive, 
ao A Ohe step nearer,’’ she exclaimed, ‘‘ and I will kill 
a dear child,"’ said Delano in a tone intended to be soothing 
and “you need not fear me. I am your friend.” 
- * You are a villain!” / 
m 5 > 
ee y dear, you never saw mie before. Why do you call me 
“1 Know you are a villain.” 
“You are excited. You do not stop to think. Come, come; 
You listen to me. I have a wonderful story to tell you. I am in- 
deed your friend. We must be friends. I eonfess it, I love you.”’ 
“ You love me?’’ repeated Ella in sneering tones. 
“* Yes, I love you.” 
“And you have just admitted you never saw me before until 
now. 
_ “*Tadmit it; but I know of you. I had seen your picture. 1 
loved you ere I had seen you. I’ve been hunting for you—yes, 
you have been the constant image of my dreams. You are even 
more beautiful than I dreamed you were. I loved you ere I saw 
es I love you more madly now. You will become my wife. 
we will be happy. LIamrich. You shall have money—yes, mill- 
ions of money, and we will be so happy—yes, so happy!’ 
“« Leave my presence, man; you are mad; you are some lunatic. 
_ Do you hear? away!"’ 
“* Never will I leave you; so you shall become my wife.” 
Ella ee hysterically, and repeated: 


ra 
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“Go away; you are a madman!’ 

** Come, let us talk.’’ 

**No—no; go away!’” 
_ The man advanced one step nearer. 

“Hark ye! do not approach me.”’ . 
- “It is useless, lovely creature. Let me tell you I have hunted 
for you; I feund you; I brought you here; I have completed all 
the arrangements; you are in my power; I hold your life atm 
mercy, but Ilove you. I will make you my wife, and then I will 
_ tell you a tale—a tale so strange that it beats anything you ever read 

in the ‘ Arabian Nights’ narratives; but you must first become my 

wife. You shall become my wife at once!”’ ; 

Again Ella laughed, and said: 
««T have warned you, man; approach me, and you die 
*‘ What nonsense! You do not understand; you are in 

_ power, at my mercy. Loffer to make you my wife; do not get mad 
then or I may conclude otherwise; but heed well my words, you 
are in my power.”’ 

**T do not fear you.”’ = 

“You can be my wife; you must be, or— 

The man did not finish his sentence; but there was deep sugges- 
tion in his look and manner. , 


my 


-’ 
‘a 
, © not fear you,’”’ repeated Ella; ‘‘ and again I bid you leave 
me, or you will eyer after regret it.”’ 
** Why not listen to me?’’ 
ye Le. is preposterous.”’ | 
“es ow 79 a 
“« Here, I have not seen you eleven minutes yet, and you ask me 
to become your wife, and when I refuse you threaten me. 
«Your not having seen me does not matter. I have known you 
for a long time 1 hold the secret of your life. Mark well my 
words: I could send you to prison. I know of your crimes, and 
when I offer to marry you, to give you wealth and luxuries, you 
jeer at me. You are ungrateful. Be careful, or I may call in the 
lice from whom I rescued you, and say: ‘ Here is your prisoner. 
Take her and put her in jail.’ ’” : ‘ 
“Do so and I will thank you.” 
«« And meet all the disgrace?” ig TVA 
«« There could be no greater disgrace than becoming your wife. 
‘The man gazed in amazement. 
“What do you mean?” he demanded. a 
“1 know you are a Sop Sa is what I mean. 
ee kes you say so 
-. (se ba Sotions hile oa prove you so, Go away, or, do better, 
call the police. I would feel safer with them than in your evil 
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“ Girl, you are mad.” _ ‘ mM 

“Mad, eae mad at your insults.’”” 

“1 tell you I hold the secret of your life.” 
Keep your secret; I have no desire to hear it. 


* 


r 





CHAPTER XLIX. 

the insanity of the fair girl vanished, anc 
1 aaa the room, hai determined to wait and see 
far the “Allain Delano would go, He did not have long to 
ait, The man suddenly leaped forward, and as he did so he 
et the chair, as be intended. He seized hold of Ella as she 
end at that instant our nimble hero, diaguised as a female, burst 
rote, aA he shouted in well-simulated female tones’ 


there, what are you doing?’ | 
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son'* eur 
» was inclined 


say, 
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Delano let go his hold upon Ella, turned, and seeing Joe, de- 
manded;: 

**Who are you? What are you doing here?” 

“Well!” exclaimed Joe, ** that is a nice question from you. I 
want to know what you are doing here.”’ 

** Great Scott! woman, who are you?” 

**And you do not recognize your own dear wife? 
this is_a pretty how-de-do. 

Delano stared, 

‘* Why, you hussy; what do you mean?” 

“Oh; you know well enough what I mean, you villain, and I'll 
teach you to come here and ask another Jady to become your wife.” 

As Joe spoke he leaped forward. The man’ Delano was s0 
amazed he was actually paralyzed, and did not recover his senses 
until he felt himself very soundly boxed on the ears, then he uttered 
a yell, and made an attempt to seize hold of his assailant, but she 
avoided him with most extraordinary skill and agility, and every 
time he made an effort to seize her she dealt him a sound box on 
the ear. The man became frantic, and his rage increased as Ella 
burst into a merry laugh, and encouraged by word and gesture the 
supposed wife. Finally Joe let fly his closed fist, and dealing 
Delano a blow, Knocked him head over heels. The man, as he 
fell, uttered a yell. He was taken all aback at being thus knocked 
down by a woman, as he supposed. : 

Delano was permitted to regain his feet, and he gazed in wild dis- 
may, and then Joe said: 

‘* Mister Man, your little scheme is up, and I propose to sue you 
for divorce.”’ / ‘ 

‘*Sue me for divorce? Why, woman, you are crazy!” 

**So you said.” 

As Joe spoke he leaped forward, and the man Delano made an 
attempt to draw a weapon; but he was knocked down, and our 
hero jumped upon him. Joe had provided himself for all emer- 


Well, well, 
I think I will get a divorce.”’ 


gencies, and it did not take long for him to bind Delano, and the 


man lay helpless upon the floor. 

““What does this all mean?’’ he demanded. 
woman.” 

Ella, meantime, had been a silent witness of the extraordinary 
scene, and she had discerned the identity of our hero. She knew 
he was capable of all manner of disguises, and when Joe whispered 
to her: j 

‘* Have you recognized me?’’ she at once answered: 

‘**Yes;”’ and she added: ‘‘ Once again I am indebted to you.’’ 

‘‘ Your debt is greater than you dream. Get yourself ready 
to depart with me. The revelation that man was to make will be 
made by one more deeply interested in you and your welfare than 
any one else on earth.”’ : , 

** Will you tell me what this all means?’ demanded Delano. 

“Yes, I'll tell you. Your scheme is well-known, You have 
been checkmated. This lady goes to her relative, and if you take 
my advice you will get out of the country as quickly as you can.” 

‘Why should I get out of the country?” cr 

‘‘ A certain friend of yours holds some forged paper. He will 
learn in a few hours that you can never redeem it. He may take 
his revenge. 1 } 
You can look for nothing from her. She may buy that paper in 
order to get rid of you; so you had better take my good advice and 
escape while you can. She knows all, and she does not fear you— 
knows of your scheme to murder and rob her, knows of* your 
scheme to murder this young lady; indeed, as I told you, she 
knows all; so you had better git while you can.”’ 

** And who are you?”’ : 

‘* Your shadow; so git ere I settle down on you and close in.”’ 

A little later, Joe led Ella from the house. On the way to her 
grandmother’s he told her the tale of her real parentage. 

The beautiful girl listened in wonder and amazement. 

‘Tt can not be true,”’ she said. 

“*It is true.’’ 


4 You are not a 


‘“ How did she learn I was her granddaughter? What proof has 


she?’’ 

‘* She will tell you all that herself.” ; he 

“And I owe all to you—my life, and my rescue from jail. 
But—”’ 

** Well??’ 

‘*T can yet be arrested,”’ 

“‘- You need not fear. All will be fixed.” 

** How can it be fixed?”’ 

‘Money will do anything. 

“It can not wipe out my crimes.”’ 

‘“ Atonement can do that. You will be rich, and in your case 
money can ward off the consequences of crime.”’ 

A little later and Ella was clasped in her grandmother’s arms, 
The old lady explained all to her, and the girl told her story. Both 
narratives have already been indicated to our readers, 

On the day following, Joe called upon every one who had 
suffered through Ella. In his own way he made full settlement. 
She had been pursued only as the robber of the old lady, Mrs. 
Delano. That charge was withdrawn, and the whole matter 
settled through a-judge and the district-attorney. 

Three days later, Ella and her grandmother started for Furope; 
but arrangements had been mude with Joe for the settlement of a 
good sum upon Klla’s step-father, the man for whom, in a feeling 
of.gratitude, she had sinned. 

Three years later, Joe went to Europe, and a few weeks after hig 


” 


arrival in Paris there occurred a marriage of two Americans, We 
leave it to the imagination of our readers to discern who were the 
happy couple, and will close with the true allegation that honesty 


and courage. will always win in the end, and bring honor, satis- 
faction, and real happiness, 
; 


THE ND, 


Your step-grandmother repudiates you forever. | 
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